HAWK TRAPPING AT HAWK CLIFF - FALL 1970

The hawk trapping station at Hawk Cliff in Elgin County will continue
to function this fall. From our experience with the operation in
the fall of 1969, a few conclusions were reached.

(1) That the potential for catching kestrels at this location is
probably greater than at any other banding station on the Great Lakes

flyway.

(2) That the location of the permanent banding station is a few hundred
yards south of the mainaccipiter flyway.

(3) That the mechanical device used to spring the bow-nets was not
fast enough to catch a good percentage of hawk strikes.

(4) That experience is vital when operating a hawk trapping station
involving the catching or care of bait material and learning the
necessary techniques to lure the hawks to the traps.

(5) That it is not practical to set up hawk-sized mist nets {(similar

to Point Peele) in this area as the percentage of catches are
exceptionally low.

OBJECTIVES FOR 1970

(1) To concentrate mainly on the trapping of kestrels,especially
during the month of September. The most suitable design of bal-chatri
trap has been determined and at least 14 of these will be available
for use. Only about four were in use last fall. Based on last yearfs
experience, early morning - daylight to 9:00 a.m. - and in the after-
noon from 4:00 P.M. until 7:00 P.M. , are the best times to catch the
kestrels. Ageing this species of hawk, using the available criteria,
is still a bit uncertain with some individuals. It is hoped that some
improvement in ageing methods can be worked out.

(2) 4 small portable trapping station will be available this year.

At least two new trapping locations will be tried out in an effort

to intercept the main flow of accipiters and determine the feasibility
of working these hawks in the future.

(3) To experiment with methods other than the bow-net for catching
accipters and buteos.

(4) The mist netting and banding of small passerines.s this station
will be left to the discression of the bander in charge. If hawks
were moving and available, it is expected that every effort will be
directed toward catching them.

GENERAL STATION RULES

(1) Bal-chatri traps are to be checked regulnrly, or at least once
every half-hour when the hawks are relatively abundant and appear to
be feeding.

(2)  Any mist nets should be furled when hawktrapping is in progress.




(3) If by chance a perigrine or goshawk is cau

are they to be taken with falconry in mind.

(4) When the station is in operation, it is desireable to have an

experienced bander in charge.

(5) Unfortunately, the number of casual visitors has to be limited as
too many non-working people tend to bog down the operation. Should
you wish to assist, contact Mr. J.0.L. Roberts, 22 Rowanwood Ave.,
Toronto 289, or Marshall Field, 89 Elm Street, St. Thomas.

(6) The bait birds and animals should be given special attention and

care. Feed and water should be

supplied when required. Gerbels have

been tried and found to be effective kestrel bait. They are much

easier to handle than house mice

inactive after being in the traps f

occasionally for best results.

Any bait animal tends to become
or an hour. They should be changed

(7) Weights and wing measurements are still desireable on all species.
If help is limited and the work load heavy, one could limit this data
to species such as cooper's goshawk, merlin, perigrine or anything else

that is reasonably rare.

(8) REMEMBER - We are operating on the property of Mr. Steve Ivan.
We would expect all participants to respect the privilege that we have

been granted.

TENTATIVE COVERAGE

September

William Wasserfall Willowdale
John Lemon Sudbury
William Girling London
Marshall Field St. Thomas
Robert Hubert St. Thomas
Joseph Field St. Thomas

Laurence Sanders Union

Craig Brown Hawk Cliff
David Brewer Guelph
October

Marshall Field St. Thomas
November

Frank Folemsbee Chippawa
Marshall Field St. Thomas

one week - September

one week - September or October
weekend assistance

occasional days - September
some assistance

Some assistance

weekend assistance

assisting banding and bait
maintenance

Weekend - September

October 5 to October 10
suitable days

November 1 to November 7

Red-tails, other buteos and
possibly goshawk.

ght, under no circumstances



