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SPRING NEWSLETTER

April L]’, 19?50
The final total for all raptors banded during 1974 was 2,344 which included all
road trapping and nestlings., The Hawk Cliff Banding Station total was 2,204,

Bob Hubert (November 1974) and Howard McCarthy (Jamuary 1975) banded the first two
Snowy Owls for the station, Bob caught his at the Aylmer Waterfowl Sanctuary, while Howard
caught his in the open lot adjacent to Big 4 Lumber Yards at St. Thomas.

Five Screech Owls have been banded this winter., Four by Bob Hubert from his Wood
Duck nest boxes north of St., Thomas and one by Marsh Field from a Kestrel box.

The Hawk Cliff letterhead has been produced through the artistic efforts of Sheila
Fowler and Bob Hubert. Lawrence Sanders assumed the responsibility of having it re-
produced,

Road trapping, using Bal-Chatri traps, has been actively carried out most of the
late fall and winter,

Late fall and winter raptor bandings up to date, away from Hawk Cliff:

Red Red Am, Snowy  Sereech Northern
Tail Shoulder Kestrel Owl Owl Shrike
Sheila & Don Fowler 4 57 1:
Bob Hubert _ ' 1 L
Marsh Field 4 2 |
Bob Spicer 2 1 L6 ‘ i
Howard McCarthy 1

George Donaldson of Port Stanley made it known to Howard MeCarthy that a rather
large hawk was catching sparrows regularly (presumed to be House Sparrows) at their feeding
station and they wished to have it removed. Bob Spicer took a Bal-Chatri down with a
House Sparrow as a lure, Nothing happened the first day as it rained but on the second
day (Sunday) a Kestrel and an immature (HY) Red-Shouldered Hawk was caught. The Kestrel
was banded and released on the site while the Red-Shouldered, the one they had seen
catching the Sparrows, was released at st., Thomas,

On December 29, 1974 Bob Spicer picked up a banded Red-Tail 617-19663 on the 9th
Concession, north of St, Thomas. This very dark, slightly injured Red-Tail had been
banded as a HY at station #2, Hawk Cliff on November 1, 1971. It was taken to the
McKeever®s Owl Salvage Station at Vineland for repairs,



Some reecent recoveries:

Red-Tailed Hawk - Nestling - banded 05-20-73 by Craig Brown, 2 miles east of St, Thomas
in nest #20. Found dead 3 miles N,W, of Lowesville, North Carolina, 12-?-74,

Red-Tailed Hawk - HY banded 10-20-74 at Hawk Cliff #3 station by Don Fowler, Found dead
on highway at Southfield, Michigan, 11-07-74.

American Kestrel - HYM - banded 10-06-74 at Junction of Radio Road and County Road 52,
one mile north-east of St, Thomas by Bob Spicer. Found dead 5 miles
west of Rose Hill, Mississippi, 10-20-74,

The Kestrel nest box program has been expanded to 90 boxes from 32 in 1974, Some
sixty boxes were built by the Elgin Pioneer Trailer Club for the dawk Cliff Kestrel
Project, Twenty-five of these boxes were donated to the Long Point Bird Observatory at
the new Backus headquarters. They are to be erected in that area, Bob JSpicer has 24
boxes east of 5t, Thomas mainly between Highway #3 and County Road #52, Sheila and Don
Fowler have 20 boxes, north of ot. Thomas between #4 Highway and Wellington Road. Kevin
Ferguson has 12 boxes west of Port Stanley, osome 34 boxes in South Yarmouth Township,
most of which were erected in spring 1974, are being maintained by Marsh Field,

Sheila and Don Fowler re-trapped the AdY female Kestrel from box #12 (1974 program)
3 miles west of Port Bruce or 8 miles south-east of the nest box, on March 9th and again
on March 16 in the same locality,

On Jan, 1, 1975, Marsh Field caught a pair of Kestrel both at the same time on a
Bal-Chatri one quarter mile north of box #15 on County Road #5, The male was not banded
but the female had been previously banded on March 17, 1972. On the evening of March 27,
1975 the male was re-captured in box #15, The female was also inside but she spooked
out before the climber reached the box, This is the first box where we have established
the identity of the pair.

John Lemon, a Hawk Cliff member from Copper Cliff, Ontario, has caught another Hawk
Owl this winter. Apparently this one was taken fairly close to his home,

An attempt will be made to try and determine if either of the two pair of Bald
Eagles, thought to be alive in Elgin County, have established new nests. Sergej
Postupalsky, of the University of Wisconsin, who is studying raptors affected by pesticides,
has requested this information. Apparently the few remaining pairs of Eagles in south-
western Ontario, fledged three young in 1974 - a slight sign of a comeback,

George and Ruby Leverton are moving most of their Bluebird boxes from the Waterworks
Reservoir to a farm belonging to Mr, B, Witlox, immediately north of the village of Port
Bruce, The Bluebirds ceased to nest at the Waterworks due possibly to the excessive re-
generation of hawthorn,

Bob Hubert is erecting bird houses on the lure poles at Hawk Cliff banding stations
mainly for the benefit of the Tree Swallows,

All of the Hawk Cliff trapping equipment is to be checked well in advance of the
trapping season, Additional equipment will be made or purchased as required,

The spring migration of hawks is now well advanced., Concentration points in the
spring are along the south shore of the Great Lakes., An observation point at Webster, New
York reported several Goshawks moving in February, Hawks are now moving well along the
Niagara Escarpment from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Hamilton. One hundred and ten Red-Shouldered

Hawks have been recorded at one look-out, Apparently the Sharpshins are starting to appear
now,

Don’t forget to renew your membership in the Ontario Bird Banding Association, if
you have not already done so, Regular membership $6.00: family $7.00. The Membership
Secretary is Mr, Harold Richards, 37 Killdeer Cres,, Toronto, Ontario, MG 2W7.



o HAWK CLIFF NEWS

June 23, 1975,

The 1974 stations report from Bill Clark has finally arrived and in numbers of
raptors banded Hawk Cliff placed third (2203) with 16 stations reporting. Cape May
Point, New Jersey was top with 2551, while Duluth #1 ran a close second with 2505.

There was quite 2 wide gap in numbers between Hawk Cliff and the next high station,
Cedar Grove, Wisconsin with 461, Highest totals for all stations of individual species
were recorded at Hawk Cliff for Coopers 90; Red-tail 245; Harrier 50 and the only
Northern Shrike banded. A very good showing.

Preparations for the fall trapping season are progressing favourably. Don Fowler
is making up additional bownets, Bob Spicer is working on a supply of bal-chatri traps
and 1s doveloping Spicer Park at #6 station by giving it the rotary wower treatment
every two weeks, Craig Brown is also keeping the grass cut rogularly at #4 station,

A good supply of mist nets have been received from Bill Wasserfall, Pigeon cord, small
bird lines and snap swivels were purchased. Bob Hubert has ordered more bownet spring
wire, Persons responsible for individual stations should check 21l their equipment
well in advance of the trapping season and make your requirements known,

A @ raccoon decided to have young in #2 station but promptly moved her family
when human visitors arrived on the scene.

The 1975 kestrel nest box program appears to be quite successful, We have about
a 30% occupancy rate with brood size averaging at least 4, In two instances artificial
boxes have lured nesting kestrels away from former natural cavities, Several female AHY
koestrels have been banded from the boxes which should provide some interesting data in
the future, Craig Brown is continuing some work on nesting red-tails but reports a
late nosting period for this species and many of the pairs under observation have failed
to reproduce., The red-tailed hawk 617-19663 referred to in the spring newsletter
regained its ability to fly and was released back into the wild by Fred Hunt of Welland,
Mr, Hunt also has the bald eagle that was shot near London in 1974, There has been some
degeneration of bone in the wing and the veterinarian feels that a bone transplant is the
only chance to get this bird back flying again, WANTED - one very large red-tail to act
as a donor for the required bone material,

fr, and Mrs, McKeever of Vineland have kindly donated 4 young barn owls to try and
get 2 breeding pair established in Elgin County, The birds were picked up at Vineland
and released on a naturalist club members farm West of St. Thomas,

The bald eagle nest at Turners has been unsuccessful again this year. DMrs, Turner
had high hopes that there was an eaglet present but the pair finally deserted the nest
around the first week in June. One eagle was spotted at a nest in the Port Talbot area
but there have been no signs of a mate, There was a raccoon sleeping on the nest on
one occasion when viewed from above by a loeal pilot,

The bluebird nesting project has had poor success this year. Joe Hurst has had
only two nesting pairs near his home at Port Stanley., Ten fledglings were banded from
these two nests. One pair nested successfully in the Levertons® area north of St.
Thomas, In their new area north of Port Bruce, the only occupants were tree swallows
and wrens,

In recent years the Hawk CLiff Raptor Banding Station has been totally financed
by memborships and contributions. The Ontario Bird Banding Association has assumed
the financial responsibility of publishing our yearly report,

Several persons with a special interest in raptors have expressed a desire to
visit the banding station and work with some of our experionced banders. We could

accommodate a limited number of assistants and would welcome their membership and



(2)

assistance, It is important that you write and advise what date you propose to come
so that we can be sure that space is available,

The 1975 membership fee for Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is $5,00 payable
to the Secretary, Mrs, Don Fowler, 17 Fifth Ave., St. Thomas,

Honorary Members of Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.

Mr, Al Cahill, 161 Devonshire Ave., London, Ontario
Mr, Steve Ivan, R, R, #1, Union, Ontario
Mr, Doug Tarry, R. R, #2, 5t. Thomas, Ontario

Present members of Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.

Danny Allen, R, R, #4, St, Thomas, Ontario

Craig Brown, R, R, #1, Union, Ontario

Bob Cubitt, 28 Rockport Cr,, Richmond Hi11, Ontario
Kevin Ferguson, 331 Gesorge St., Port Stanley, Ontario
Marshall Field, 89 Elm s5t,, St, Thomas, Ontario

Frank Folemsbee, 8407 Mears Cr,, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Don Fowler, 17 Fifth Ave,, ot, Thomas, Ontario

Vrs, Don Fowler, 17 Fifth ave,, ot, Thomas, Ontario
Gary Hubert, 155 Hughes St,, St, Thomas, Ontario

Bob Hubert, 50 Hughes St,, St. Thomas, Ontario

Stewart Hubert, 52 Hiawatha St,, ot. Thomas, Ontario,
John Lemon, R, R, #1, Copper Cliff, Ontario

Mrs, G. Leverton, 16 Chestnut St,, St, Thomas, Ontario.
Howard McCarthy, 18 Maple St,, St fhomas, Ontario
Robert tMiller, 118 Norman 5t., Stratford, Ontario

Gary Malawka, Apt. 13, 22 Gammage 5t,, London, Ontario,
Bill Rayner, 36 Valerie 5t,, 5t, Thomas, Ontario.
Lawrence Saunders, R. K, #4, St, Thomas, Ontario

Bob Spicer, 46 Rosemount Cr., St, Thomas, Ontario

Bill Wasserfall, 22 Royecrest Ave., Willowdale, Ontario,

We hope to have a meeting of the Hawk Cliff Committee sometime in August to
finalize plans and iron out any problems pertaining to the 1975 fall trapping program,

Marshall Field

Station Co-ordinator.



HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION

affiliated with
ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

Crae e - 00w s W
| ;’ﬁ f“\—-,_._\'-\n —
R L S o yen ~ ~8
\ < 1T
B : ‘ Y4
SN =A R liema ARPEP> 11+ |
4y Lo? ‘_.~rJ-h.. Rz’ p ™ i3
AUl - ! A . o o ..“vf_‘.\h‘_ 3 A Y i
. L 1R . ey lf g gab&4
o N B N e
S e A
Ty

HAWK CLIFF NEWSLETTER

October 9, 1975.

As you can see by the following table, Septembsr has been a fantastic
month for catching hawks at Hawk Cliff, The sharp-shins started early (Sept, 4)
and continued well all month. Weather patterns seem to have been particularly
conducive to rewarding trapping success,

The big difference in numbers trapped this fall to the end of September
(2,778) is the fact that Craig Brown and Danny Allen are trapping full time at
¥4 station, They are doing "their thing™ at Hawk Cliff in lieu of possibly
taking a trip to Europe, Their station total for September of 1,310 hawks
banded is adequate proof of their trapping ability, Craig finally realized a
goal by banding his first peregrine falcon from the new #7 station,

Other banders contributed to the overall asuccess by saving all, or a
portion of their holidays and using it for Hawk Cliff, Don and Sheila Fowler,

1 week; Al Knutsen, 1 week; John Lemon, 1 week; Howard MeCarthy, 1 month:
and Bob Spicer, 2 weeks.

Interesting visitors in September were David Bird, Steve Tinker, Gary
Beauregard, Allen Alexander from Macdonald College, lMontreal, David is in charge
of the Raptor Research Centre there, While at Hawk Cliff they carried out some
rescarch studies on about 100 sharpshins and kestrels. Al Knutsen from Lansing,
Michigan spent a week at Hawk CIliff, Anne Ionson from University of Western

Ontario, London, was at the banding station for one weskend. Fred Hunt from
Welland visited for one day.

The new #7 station near the 0,W.R,C, roadway has proved quite successful,
The close proximity of hydro and telephone wires seems to have a detrimental
flaring effect on the larger hawks. A new location farther back from the wires
and to the south will be investigated further for next year's location,

We are grateful to Mr, Ken ixford (Axford Sand & Gravel) for donating
8 yards of gravel to build up the floor level of ths lure bird pens, also to
Ken Jones (Jones Signs) for donating 'No trespassing’ signs for the Hawk Cliff

road and to Doug Tarry (Tarry Construction) who donated roofing material to cover
some of our small stations,



SOME RECEﬁT BAND RECOVERIES

1013-09679 Sharp-shinned Hawk banded by Craig Brown # station, 10-01-72 caught

in fence (dead) Cambridge, Ontaric 05<06-75;

614-00475 Cooper®s hawk banded by Howard McCarthy at #4 station, 11-06-73, shot

near Cambridge, Ontario 05-19-75,

877-08145 Red-tailed hawk banded by Sheila Fowler #3 station 10-29-72 killed by

motor vehicle, Ste Marine, P.Q. 11- T - 74,

977-09679  Red-tailed hawk banded by Howard McCarthy #2 station 10-15-74 found

dead near 3rantford, Ontario, 11 - ? - 74,

NEW HAWK CLIFF BANDING STATION MAMBERS

Mr, Al Knutsen, Lansing, lMichigan,
Raptor Research Centre, lMacdonald College, P.Q.

NOTE: Because of limited space in facilities interested visitors are asked to check
with the secretary, Inquiries to Mrs, Don Fowler, 17 Fifth Ave,, St, Thomas
631-3158.

Marshall Field,
Co-ordinator,
HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION STATISTICAIL REPORT
TOTALS BY STATIUN TO SEPTEMBER 30
il #2 3 s 5 6 #7 TOTAL
' 37 61 37 ™ 6 - - 215
"3 21 29 82 364 25 L6 -_. 587
"L 223 138 209 196 138 253 — | 1us
'75 157 243 303 1310 7 H48 238 2778
TOTALS BY SPECIES TO SEPTEMBER 30
G S5 C RT Bw RS S* MH P MER K TOTAL
'72 - 119 5 13 - 2 - | 20 - 1 55 215
'73 - 345 9 15 1 - - 11 - - 186 567
"h 1 735 23 24 5 = - 23 1 2 333 1157
s |2 |aw [ sl || - 1l 1] 5 |55 | 2ms

* This was the first Swainsons Hawk (HY) to be seen
and the first to be banded possibly in Eastern
Canada,



