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A meeting of the Hawk C1iff Raptor Banding Station Committee was held
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Marsh Field on Thursday, February 12. One item
of particular interest was the presentation of a framed certificate to
Craig Brown and Danny Allen, recognizing their unique contribution to
raptor banding during the entire fall of 1975. They successfully trapped
and banded 2,040 birds of prey accumulating over 474 station hours. .
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION
TREASURER'S REPORT

January 1, 1975 - December 31, 1975

RECEIPTS
Balance in bank January 1, 1975 $ 31.16
Cash on hand 18.01
‘ : $ 49.17
Memberships 118.00
U.S. exchange .13
Station Rental 9.00
Donations - Bill Wasserfall (20 mistnets) 160.00
Doug Tarry (Building Materials 35.00
Lawrence Sanders (letterhead) 20.00 342.13
' $391.30
EXPENSES
Raptor Research membership 10.00
Hawk Migration of NA proceedings 8.41
Lobster Cord 15.35
Nylon Line and Hooks 27 .38
Smelt Nets 30.92
Bownet Spring Wire etc. 14.74
Allen Keys 122
Record Sheet Paper 9.45
Eagle Nest Tree Sheet Metal . 8.00
Kestrel Pictures 2.44
Secretarial Expenses 5.88
Committee Meeting Lunch 4.67
Bank Service Charge 1.00
Mist Nets (donated) ' 160.00
Building Materials (donated) 35.00
Lawrence Sanders (donated) 20.00 $354.46
Balance in bank December 31, 1975 12.56
Cash on hand ' 24.28
$391.30

Treasurer - Sheila Fowler

Hawk C1iff Raptor Banding Station memberships are now due. Please
send $10.00 membership fee if applicable to Mrs. Don Fowler at 17 Fifth Ave.
St. Thomas.

The Ontario Bird Banding Association also needs your support. Sinlge
membership fees ($6.00) are payable to the membership secretary, Haron
Richards, 37 Killdeer Crescent, Toronto 17, Ontario.



As a result of the heavy snow accumulation at the end of the trapping season,
many of the bownets were not taken in. The mild weather and thawing conditions
in February made it possible to pick up all of the outside trapping equipment.

Work parties will be organized to move and enlarge the #7 station to a posi-
tion at #2 station and shingle the roof for the research facilities building at
#2 station.

Mrs. Turner called to report that the pair of Bald eagles returned to the old
nest on their farm February 19th. Since that time they apparently have not been
too regular at this nest site suggesting they may have another nast nearby.

Holly Fuller, who Tives near the Port Talbot eagle nest site, called to say that
he saw a pair of adult bald eagles on February 22nd. This is encouraging news as
we have suspected that there has only been one eagle at this site in recent years.
Robert Miller reported four bald eagles in the Stratford area this winter. There
were two adults and two immature.

Frank Folemsbee of Chippawa, Ontario, retrapped a red-tailed hawk eleven years
after banding in the same 10' = grid. He reported that the butt-type band was
still in excellent shape..

Bill Rayner was successful in catching the colour-banded blue jay that was
coming to his feeder. Dave Hussell of the Long Point Bird Observatory,
supplied an address of an Ohio bander that has been colour marking blue jays so
possibly this is one of his birds. (Word just received - banded in Ohio, May 1, 1975)

Pairs of kestrels are on territory around some of the nest boxes. Boxes that
were accupied by Kestrel last year are being cleaned and new nest material supplied.
Areas and persons responsible for the kestrel nest box project St. Thomas North -
Sheila and Don Fowler, Port Stanley West - Kevin Ferguson, St. Thomas Sounth -
Marsh Field, St. Thomas East - Bob Spicer.

- STORM_DAMAGE

There is no damage to any of the trapping stations at Hawk CIiff as a result
of the recent ice storm. Some kestrel nest boxes were knocked down as a result
of falling 1imbs or poles. They should be checked and restored as soon as possible.
The storm probably wiped out some great horned owl nest which will contain young
by now. There should be ample time for redtails to re-nest if any of their nest
structures were broken down.

There will be a further delay in the publishing of the 1974 Hawk C1iff report.
Due to several errors on the part of the printer, the last issue of Ontario Bird
Banding has not been mailed to members of Ontario Bird Banding Association. As
soon as these mistakes can be rectified, hopefully a suitable copy of Ontario Bird
Banding will be available for distribution.

Winter road trapping was curtailed to some degree because of heavy snow
conditions which blocked many of the sideroads. Birds road trapped since
January 1st,Red-tailed hawk- 11,American kestrel- 7,Screech owl - 1.

Marshall Field
Station Co-ordinator
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HAWK CLIFF NEWSLETLER
January 19, 1976,

The Hawk Cliff trapping for 1975 has drawn to a close, As indicated by the
tables, December was a better trapping month than November, with still a few hawks
left to be caught in early January, 1976, The season total to December 31 at Hawk
Cliff finished at 4,067, which includes 56 owls.

It would appear that Hawk Cliff took top honors for high overall total of
raptors banded from known stations operating in United States and Canada, Cape lay
Point, New Jersey had a total of 3,239 which included 1 golden eagls, 97 merlin,

, 1,193 kestrel and 47 barn owls, dawk Ridge, Minnesota, with a total of 2,718

included an outstanding 249 saw-whet owls,

The large number of raptors banded at Hawk Cliff this past season does not just
happen by chance. It is the result of dedication, and sometimes a lot of hard work
by 2 few enthusiastic and co-operative hawk trappers,

We have had 6 foreign recoveries, 3 on sharp-shinned hawks and 3 on red-tails.
This should provide some worthwhile information when the banding locations are known,
Two of our birds, a sharp-shinned hawk and a saw-whet owl were re-trapped at the
lighthouse area #1 on the tip of Long Point by members of the Long Point 3ird Observa-
tory., A few, almost black red-tails were caught which could be 3 melanistic form.
It is interesting that they always seem to come late in the season,

The owl netting program was quite successful., (see tables). ibout 15 nets were
strung out along the path south from #2 station. They were tended mainly by Craig Brown
and Danny Allen who live close to the trapping area, Clear nights with a low wind
factor proved to be the best for the movement of saw-whet owls,

David 3ird, who is in charge of the Raptor Research Centre at MacDonald College,
Montreal, was fortunate to hit a zood migration day when he dropped in for a visit
at Hawk Cliff on December 7. He collected some wing loading data from red-tails,
he 2lso took one Sack 'with him to treat for sumble foot and a bad case of lice,

Number 5 station has been moved from its former location near the cliff edge,
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thanks to the efforts of Craig, Danny and Howard McCarthy, It has been dug into an
existing bank, and with the aid of some old hay bales we should be able to do a good
job of camouflage here, This will eliminate number 7 station but still provide ample
coverage between numoer 6 and the cliff edge,

An interesting re-trap occurred on January 4, Don and Sheila Fowler road-trapped
an AHY red-tail about seven miles east of Hawk Cliff, and released it at 1245,
Lawrence Sanders, working at number 2 station trapped this bird again at 1400,
Apparently it was just sitting around, then decided to start migrating after encount-
ering an experience with a bal-chatri trap., Fowler's picked up a male kestrel road
trapping that had been banded by them on Decemoer 2, 1972 in the Same general area,
Another male kestrel was trapped just north and east of New Sarum. It had been
banded as a 1975 nestling in box number 13, which is four miles south of St. Thomas,

Craig and Howard caught an AHY northern shrike at number 4 station on December 22,
It was chasing a hermit thrush and ended up in a backup mist net,

Bob Spicer is maintaining a bird feeder near his number 6 trapping station., He

has a sizeable flock of tree sparrows, some song sparrows, 14 cardinals, and a few
chickadees taking the handouts,

The 1975 Hawk Cliff Report has been held up, but is now in the hands of the
printer according to Dr., Duncan MacLulich, the editor of Ontario Bird Banding.
Hopefully it will be ready for publishing in the near future,

Ron Wier has sent along banding from their newly-established Prince Edward Point
Bird Observatory near Kingston, The total of 2,367 birds banded in 1975 included 10

sharp-shinned hawks, 1 broad-winged hawk, 1 screech owl, 1 long-eared owl and 83 saw-
whet owls,

Sergej Postupalsky, University of Wisconsin, sends soms encouraging information
concerning bald eagles and ospreys in Michigan and the Lake Erie region, Michigan
has 88 pairs of bald eagles, with 53% of nests producing 79 saglets, In wouthern
Ontario, 3 successful nests produced 5 eaglets, which is a slight improvement over
recent years. The pair of bald sagles still attewpting to nest in Elgin County were
unsuccessful in bringing off any young again this year. The last eaglet to be fledged
at this site was in 1969, Ospreys are also doing quite well in Michigan with 81 pairs
raising 97 young. Other raptors checked - goshawk 16 nests, banded 21 young in 12
nests; red-shouldered hawks, 25 nests occupied, 49 nestlings banded from 19 nests. The
only cooper®s hawk nest was destroyed when the tree Snapped off during a storm,

Now that the trapping season at Hawk Cliff is over, lines, bownets and insulators
should be stored for next season. Any that have not been brought in are probably
under two feet of snow at the moment,

Please bring your comments and suggestions to the next dawk Cliff committee
meeting,

Marshall Field,

Station Co-ordinator.




HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION STATISTICAL REPORT

NOVEMBER, 1975 #1  #2  #3 it Ha OWLS SPECIES
_TOTAL
Goshawk 2 il 5 8
Sharp-shinned i 1
Cooper's 1 1 1 3
Red-tailed 19 11 L2 21 93
Red-shouldered 2 & 2 5
Saw-whet 15 15
Long-eared 1 L
STATION TOTAL 23 2 12 51 ze 16 126
DECEMBER, 1975 SPECIES  DECEMBER
#1 #2 #3 il ftla #6 TOTAL 1974
Goshawk -
Sharp-shinned
Cooper's 2 2
Red-tailed 15 9 17 66 25 7 135 2
Red-shouldered i 1
Rough-leg 1 1 2 1.
Marsh Hawk z 6 3 L 10
STATICN TOTAL 12 9 17 76 29 7 150 b
Northern shrike 1
_ 1975 AUG, SEPT. OoCT, NOV, DEC. SPECIES
- TOTAL
Goshawk = 23 8 3
Sharp-shinned 2132 593 & 2726
Cooper's 58 84 3 2 147
Red-tailed 24 238 93 135 490
Red-shouldered 2 5 I 8
Broad-winged L 4
Rough-legged 2 2
Swainson®s 1 1
Marsh Hawk 38 8 10 56
Peregrine 1; 1
Merlin 3 3 6
Kestrel 6 507 24 537
MONTHLY
TOTALS 6 2776 975 110 150 4011
Northern shrike 1 1
Long-eared owl & 1 5
Saw-whet owl 3 15 49
Sereech owl g | 1
A11 1975 Hawk Cliff Raptors 4,067
All 1975 Nestlings and road trapped 209

Total raptors banded from Hawk Cliff Permit

4,276
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HAWK CLIFF NEWSLETTER
November 3, 1976

We are now past the halfway mark of the current trapping season.
The total raptors banded to date 2,697 is somewhat lower than the cor-
responding period last year but still a very respectable total. The best
period for trapping occurred on the Sept. 17-18 weekend when nearly 600
hawks were banded.

At least three sightings of swainsons hawks have been reported from
Hawk Cliff this fall. One swainson was nearly captured by Fowlers at

No.3 station. No peregrines captured this year with only about three
responses.

Some changes in trapping locations have been made this year. No.5
station, formerly at the cliff edge. has been moved to a location nearer
the OWRC roadway. It has proved to be a much better location as it was
the top station for September with a total of 684 banded. A new station,
No.7, has been located about 1 1/2 miles inland on the southwest corner
of Bob Ward's farm. Cary and Linda Mulawka have assumed the responsi-
bility of running this station. It was a little late getting into opera-
tion but has proved to be a good location. A merlin was taken here.

With Craig Brown and Danny Allen now living and working in Calgary,
Alberta, thelr No. 4 station was lacking someone to keep it operating.
Don Fowler undertook some of the initial setup work but later Ruby and
George Leverton assumed the responsibility for this station. The old No.7
station was moved to No.2 location, renovated and new is serving as trap-
ping facilities at No.2 station. The larger building is used only for-
storage, research and housekeeping gquarters.

Ross Schneider is welcomed as a new bander at Hawk Cliff. He has
been able to spend a considerable amount of time at the banding station
and is currently working some nets at night for owls. To date he has five
saw-whets and two long eared.

New station sub-banding permit holders this Vy=ar are Gary Hubert,
Al Knutsen, George Leverton, Gary Mulawka and Doug Tarry. We welcome
these new permit holders.

The kestrel nest box program was very successful again this year
with about 150 young banded. None of these birds have been recaptured at
Hawk Cliff this fall. The Fowlers caught a kestrel banded by John Lemon
at Copper Cliff, Ontario in July. It was fledged from one of his nest
boxes.



Bald eagles have had a

Only one bird
of the three remaining pair

ern Ontario.

Craig Brown spent May,

very poor reproductive season in southwest-
was fledged compared to five in 1975.
nesting in Elgin County were successful.

None

June and part of July working for Richard

Fyfe, Canadian Wildlife Service in Edmonton, Alberta, assisting with
the banding of prairie falcons, golden eagles and a few other raptors.
He has a nice collection of slides relating to this project.

The stations' financial status has remained in the black mainly
because of the increased membership fee which is now $10.00 per year, a

donation of money from MacDonald College Raptor Research and donations
of materials from members.

Some cold, dreary trapping days lie ahead.
slots and a tent heater helps to make conditions a little more pleasur-—-

able.

Glass in the viewing

Here's hoping there are lots more red tails, some goshawk, red-

shouldered, rough-legs and marsh hawks still available for trapping.

Marsh Field,
Co-ordinator.

HAWK CLIFEF RAPTOR BANDING STATION STATISTICAL REPORT
' ‘ TOTAL BY STATION FOR SEPTEMBER

Year #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 6 7 TOTAL
e 157 243 303 .4 .- 1330 .. 79 448 238 pyia
'76 - 184 . 230, 374 . 103 | . 684 412 120 2097
HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION STITISTICAL REPORT
TOTAL BY STATION FOR OCTOBER ,

Year $#1 . $#2 3 4| #4a|#5 #6 7 OWLS TOTAL
75 113 | 209 93 .| 464 9 1 47 57 38 1011
'76 95 166 80 113 95 27 17 7 600

TOTALS BY SPECIES FOR SEPTEMBER
Year | ¢ SS C RT BW S MH P M K TOTAL
75 | 2 2134 58 | 24 ‘4 1 | 38 1 3| 513 2778
176 1 1523 11 6 1 20 1 534 2097

TOTALS BY SPECIES FOR OCTOBER L
Year.|. G..[.88 .. ] .¢C RT . | MH . | M| X . [RS [SWO JLEO_ S0 MOTAL,
2EE 139 593 83 240 8 3122 Z | 33 1 1011
'76 2 330 a7 105 11 1| 54 3 5 600

Statistical report prepared by Sheila Fowler and Bill Rayner



