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The 1976 trapping season at Hawk C1iff is complefed with a total of 2%868 raptors banded.

Both November and December were rather poor months, partly because of the weather and
occasionally on a good day only one station was operating., November 8th and December 7th
were both good days but unfortunately it was not on a weekend when other trappers were free .
to participate. ' :

" Weather forecasts were not always reliable. On December 7th, they were forecasting
heavy snow squalls. By 9:30 A.M., the sky was showing signs of breaking. Howard McCarthy
and 1 decided to go down trapping but did not arrive until 11 A.M,. By then the sky was
mostly clear and a good migration was in progress. [ The highlight of the day, besides banding
20 red-talied, 1 red-shouldered and 1 marsh hawk, was the sight of a most spectacular coloured
redtail. It sat on our lure pole for several minutes and we had a wonderful view. It had
an almost completely white head, the wings and body were a speckled white and brown, the
tail was red, like a normal after hatching year redtail. We tried hard but could not get
" it interested in any of our lures. Eventually it took to wing and proceeded westerly like

all the other normal plumaged redtails. Maybe it will be spotted by bird watchers somewhere
along the flyway or on its wintering area. : T

On_November 11th, at number 7 station, (inland) 1 had a beautiful stoop from a golden
eagle. It dropped low over the open field and flew about three feet above the ground. It
barely missed the pigeon and 1it ten feet from the bownet. It Tooked the situation over
carefully and must have decided against attacking the pigeon as it flew over to the nearest
group of trees. Shortly after a redtail attacked it and they both headed west. Howard
McCarthy was in the station with me and shared the exciting experience. On November 13th,

Bob Spicer had a response from a golden eagle at number 6 station. This bird pulled up at
the last moment and did not complete its stoop to strike the lure.

A broad-winged hawk was sighted on the Christmas Bird tensus at Port Stanley by a care-
ful observer who knows this species well.

My wife, Dolly, has come to our rescue and is typing the banding schedules. Very few
realize just how much is involved in sorting out the records from seven stations and
accounting for every band. It is now January 4th and the remainder of the 1976 Hawk Cliff
records are ready to be sent in to the Canadian Wildlife Service. I am pleased and grateful
for such an efficient job.- - :

CONT'D , « .
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Now that the season has ended, or at Teast entered into 1977, please turn in your bands
to Sheila Fowler so that all bands not used in 1976 can be listed.

winter trapping, a small supply of bands can be re-issued to you.

If you wish to do some

Two rather interesting sharp-shinned recoveries have been received recently.

#833-14876 hatching year female banded at Hawk Cliff on September 19th, 1975.
captured by David Evans at his banding station near Duluth, Minnesota on September 17th, 1976.

#833-14637 hatching year female banded at Hawk Cl1iff

near Sault St. Marie, Ontario, June 4th, 1976.

Thanks for all your co-operation in 1976 and may 1977 be as equally a rewarding year:

Marshall Field,
Hawk CTiff Raptor Banding Station

HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION STATISTICAL RE

TOTAL BY STATIONS FOR NOVEMBER

Co-Ordinator

PORT

on September 9th, 1975 found dead

#4A OUWLS
Year #1 _#2 #3 #4 #7 #6 TOTAL
1975 23 2 12 51 22 15 126
1976 4 15 13 20 48 4 104
TOTAL BY STATIONS FOR DECEMBER
: C #4A
Year #1 #2 #3 #4 #7 #6
1975 12 9 17 i 29 7 151
1976 - 6 . 5 4 28 30 73
TOTALS BY SPECIES FOR NOVEMBER
Year G SS C RT RS SWO LEO M TOTAL
1975 8 1 3 93 5 15 1 - 126
1976 6 7 5 82 1 3 104

It was re-



TOTALS BY SPECIES FOR DECEMBER 7
Year G RT RS RL M S TOTAL
1975 - 135 1 2 10 1 151 -
1976 - 64 6 5 8 i /3
TOTALS RAPTORS BANDED DURING 1976 UNDER
THE HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION PERMIT
Species Jan - Aug Sept. Oct Nov Dec Totaf_
19751976 -197511976 1975]1976 197511976 1975 [1976] 1975 1976
Goshawk p 1 22 2 8 6 - - 33 g
Sharp~ .= ..l - -
Sk EhEd ;e 2134 11525 593 1330 g 7 2726 . 1862
Cooper's 1 58{ 11 83 | 87 31 5 2 147 | 104
Red-tailed 10 24 6 240 1105 93 | 82 135 | 64 | 490 | 267
Red- _ _ 4 3 0
Shouldered 21 3 1 1| 6: 4 1
Broad-
winged 4 1 B B B - - 4 1
Swainson's 1 - 1 -
Marsh Hawk 381 20 8 11 - 3 10 3 56 37
Peregrine X - - ~ = . - % 1 -
Merlin 3 1 3 1 - - - - 6 7
Kestrel 6 1 513| 532 22 1 54 " - |.~ 1 535 }|.587
N. Shrike 1 - 1 -
L E Owl 41 o 1 5 2
S W Owl 34 5 15 - 49 5
Screech Owl 1 y 2 1
L — e
Horned Owl | - 3 'T’;} § ;
— A — :
Nestlings /4/// ,
Road Traps | [ 209 | 194
TOTAL 4268 | 3080




HAWK CLIFF MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

The Hawk Cl1iff Raptor Banding Station has not been without its growing pains
since its inception in 1969 but now that its operation has become fairly well staba-
lized over the last year or two, it was deemed necessary to redefine the various
categories of participation that are available. :

1) VISITING BANDER - $20.00 per year

This person would possess both a banding as well as a raptor permit and would
desire to trap and band raptors at Hawk CI1iff for a certain time period but would
be unable to assist with the various operation and maintenance of the station be-
cause of time and distance. Organizations wishing to use the station for scientific
purposes should also apply under this category.

By application only: Send a letter of application stating previous experiencé’-r
and references along with photocopy of both banding permits
and a cheque in the amount of $20.00 to:

Mrs. Donald E. Fowler,
17 Fifth Avenue,
ST. THOMAS, Ontario N5R 4C2
Deadline for application: August 1lst, 1977
(Cheque will be returned to unsuccessful applicant)
Acceptance will entitle applicant to use of all trapping facilities at the
discretion of the Co-Ordinator, use of overnight facilities and receipt of all
published materials.

2) PARTICIPATING BANDER - $10.00 per year

This person vould undoubtedly reside in the area and would be responsible for
the setting up and maintenance of the various stations as well as being available
and participating in work projects of major importance and undertaking. Banding
permits would be a prerequisite.

By invitation only.

Membership fees due not later than July 1st, 1977.

3) CONTRIBUTING MEMBER =~ not less than $5.00

This person may only be interested in the banding work that is being carried
out at Hawk Cliff therefore would wish to contribute to it financially. Or, a
person showing a special interest in assisting a fully-Ticensed bander on a con-
tinuing basis would also qualify in this category. Al1 contributing members will
receive the Hawk C1iff Newsletter.

Memberships are vital to the continuance of the banding program at Hawk Cliff
as it is our only source of revenue.
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HAWK CLIFF NEWSIETTER MARCH 1977

The months of Junuary and February were the most severe in many years. Raplors
in general, must have experienced difficulty in Securing adequate food for
survival. In many cases they did not make it., There were several instances of
Kestrels being caught in buildings in which they were seeking shelter. One
female Kestrel that I had banded in March of 1972 was caught slightly injured
Just a few hundred feet from where I hagd o orizinally caught her. Anobher Kesirel
storm casualty from Delhi was banded and relessed when f fully recovered, A4
foreign banded Kestrel was recoversd in a barn neé; Dutton. The banding

- information has not been received to date.

Many Redtalls were seen daily within the limits of St. Thomas. I caught four
at Pinafore Park. Two of them were at my starling trap in the backyard. One
adult (AHY) appeared to be near exhaustion when csught the second time so I held
it for about ten days and fed it liberally with starlings. Ws sacrificed a
few Mellard ducks to Redtails at the Sanctuary within Pinafore Park. As socn 2s
the severe weather eased the Redtails ceassed their predation on ducks. Most
feeding stations experienced visits from Ccoper's, Sharpshins or Northern Shriles
this winter,

Trere have been eight Shorteeared Owls out at the Ford Talbotville plant. They

roost in the tangle of racks south of the main building and must feed in the

adjacent grassy fields.
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Bob Hubert managed to get #1 Station cut in half and the one half moved to a new

location approximately

-
o
UL

feet to the east.

in January bul he plans to complete the buildirg when the snow melts.
The sudden harshness of winter in early January prevented the removal of bownets at
Howard McCarthy has now retired from his job with the G20 wilrosd. He seems to

be enjoying his new lifestyle and is plarnine a trip west this s ing mainly to try
u" J Yy (-] & r\ >

-
e

some photography on raptors. We wish him well on his retirenment and the trip west.

I have received a report of raptor bandigg activities which originate through
Richarcd Fyfe, Canadian Wildlife Service, Fdmonton. I am sure most of our members
will be amazed at the numbers and species banded, One of our Hewk CLiff member
Crailg Brown assisted with the program and was invelved in banding Prairie Falcons.
Sce Report on Fage 3.

On Saturday, Februvary 17, the Hawk CLiff Rapitor Banding Station was represented at
the Ammval Meeting of the Ontario Bird Panding Association by Sheila and Don wowler,'
Ruby and George Leverton, Doug Tarry, Dolly and Marsh Field. The Hawk Cliff report
was ably presented by Deon Fowler and an illustrated talk on the discovery of a
nesting cclony of Forster's Terns at Long Point was given by Marsh Field.

The treasurer's report by Sheila Fowler is on page .

Marshall Field, Co=-crdinator,

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.
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TREASURER'S REPORT

January 1, 1976 =mm=meee-— December 31, 1976
RECEIPTS
Balance in bank, Dscember 31, 1975 812,55
Cash on hand 2,28 & 36,84
Memberships : 275,00 ™ -
Donaticns 35.00 & 310,00
$ 3L6.84
X PENSLS ’
Bank Service Charge $ 1.16
Postage 3.36
Gifts and Awards 1615
Memberships- ‘
Scciety for Preservation of Birds of Prey 840
Raotor Resesarch 10,25
Loose Leaf Binders for Summary Sheets : 20,00
Fance for Hawk Cliff-Clamps and Staples 14,08
~Padlock 8.00
~Czble Donated

New Station #7-Hardware T.28

2 pair pliervs ek

Plywood etc. donated

Mets for Bownets 28,76

AMuminum Tubing for Bownets 3.064

Cord and Swivels 15.60
Micst Nets from N.E.B.B.A.(including duty £37.60) 132.02
Starling Food L,0C
Pigeon Purchase 5,00

$ 287.27

Balance in bank Decembar 31, 1976 _ 3 12,53 ,
Cash on hand L7.04 § 59.57

4

346.84

Sheila Fowler, Treasurer.
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HAWEK CLIFF NSWSLETTHER

A month of hawk btrapping has elapsed with an impressive total
of 2323 hawks banded (see table). Nine merlin is a w high for
that species, Ifarsh Hawks at 146 could be heading for a new high tobtal.

|t
o
@*

The undisvuted highlight for this period was the ¢
hatching yvear male Peregrine falcon on September 17, Th
captured by Craig Brown and was wearing a plastic and a
band. We have since learned that this bird was one rel
Quebec in & joint re-introduction program involving the Ca:
1life Service Raptor Banding sbtation in Alberta and the Ontario Dept.
of WNatural Resources.

The second significant capbture was that of a golden eagle on Oct, 3
i and again Craig Brown was on the end of the catching line. Apparently |
it Pollowed a sharpshin in to the cowbird lure and then snatched the
cowbird away from the sharpshin ending up wearing the mesh of a bowmet.
This is bthe second golden eagle for the Hawk Cliff station.

The first after hatchineg year femals merlin was captured by Gary
Mulawka at #7 station on Snobemoev 25,

A lot of preparatory work was accomplished during the szurmer at

ara
the banding stations.
The bird vens at #2 station was lowered slightly and a new roof
installed. #1 st on was moved ond rebuilt
A new station #8 was established north of the 0. W.R.C, filtration
plant, '

#5 and 7 were all enlarged to a maximum size of 8 x 8 to
o

There have besen several retraps - one bird banded as after hatching
vear in 197l, also two forelgh recoveries 1n addition to the perezgrine



Now that we are into October the edwnﬁllec, red-shouldered, coopers
are increasing in numbers. Two goshawk have been captured so n&ybe it

1s shaping up for another good 'gos! vear,

Poor weather hempered the Howk Viewine weekend but the Raptor
Banding Station was able to produce 2 P@regrina, Merlin and kesbtrel
fTor the afternoon disnlay at the teliff?,

Appreciate the cooperatbtion of everyones Tor contributing to the
success of Sat, Sept., 17th.

Marsh Tield,
Co-ordinator,

HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION STETI"ICAL REPORT

TOTALS BY STATION FOR SHEPTEMB W?

ey L y _ 1 b, i ) ey
YEAR il #2 #3 iy i i f:" #6 TOTAL

75 | 357 | 23 | 303 | 1310 79 | 18 | 238 | - | 2778

176 18l 220 37L 103 68l | hi2 | 120 | - | 209

"7 290 160 L5 375 1 720 | 172 67 88 | 2323
TOTALS BY SPECIES FOR SEFIZNBER

YEAR | GOS 55 C RT B SW I'H F M K I5C0 "O"AL

BL3 97?8

53y 2097
77 | - 2908 | k2 |32 | 6 | - |48 | - [ 9 2771 | 2925

L 1 38 X

T

175 2 | 2134 58 2l

W

——

176 i 1523 i 6 1 - 20 -

—




SEPTEMBER TOTALS

SPECTES STATTONS TOTAT,
1 2 3 L 35 6 7 g .
SHARP-SHINIED 236 150 L06 360 L7l 18L 59 69 1908
COOPERS 9 5 13 2 10 3 - ” L2
RED~TATTED 5 3 9 - 7 - 3 & 32
BROAD-WTHGED w - B b m 8 B ow . o 6
MARSH HAWK 5 1 5 3 28 2 1 3 18
| MERLIW S T T T 9
KESTREL 3l - 16 10 192 11 K I 2FT
SCREECH OWL, L CCE @ = e e e 1
1 -

290 160 L51 375 720 172 67 88 2323

TOTAT, DAYS 176 W i 13 9 21 21 7 - 99
177 %6 8 17 15 23 10 6 9 101




