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Included in this Newsletter is « report on what transpired from
January through August, some at Hawk Cliff but most away from its
confines.

On January 7, while some of us were driving around Elgin County
participating in the Sixth Annusl Midwinter Bald Eagle survey,
the Huberts opened the 1984 banding year at Hawk Cliff by bandin
1 Red-tailed, 1 Red-shouldered snd 1 Rough-legged Hawk. They
also sighted 2 more Rough-leggeds, 2 Northern Harriers, 1 Kestyel
and 1 adult Bald Eagle. The Fowlers spotted 1 immature Bald
Eagle in West Elgin. The Eagle survey period from January 2
through Jenuary 16 turned up 5 Bald Eagles - 3 zdults and 2 imm-
atures,

Five Screech Owls were banded by Bob Hubert from his Wood Duck
nest boxes - 1 at Howe's and 2 2t Corner's in January and 2 more
at Corner's in February. Seven Kestrels were banded February
through April, 5 of trem roadtrapped on bal-chatris and the other
2 caught in nest boxes.

Our Kestrel Nest Box Programme set & new record higk with 256
nestlings banded which éclipsed our previous high of 244 in 1983,
Looking over our records of the last ten years, it is safe to
Say that this project has more than doubled the local nesting
population., We banded 91 nestlings from 89 boxes in 1975 and
this year 256 nestlings from 84 boxes. There should have been

4 more birds this year but the Fowlers missed a re-check date
and the birds fledged without being banded. We also banded

12 nesting zdults - 1 male and 11 females - and retrapped 11
returning adult femzles. Two of the returning females had been
banded as locals (nestlings). They must like the zccommodsations
because 1 returned for the second time, 4 for the third time ang
Kevin Ferguson's # 1143-64228 for the fourth time in addition

to its being roadtrapped on a bal-chatri once.

BANDER AREA NEST NESTLINGS BANDED AHY BANDED RETURNS
YO. BOXES MALE FENMALE TOTAL JALE FEMATE MAILE FBMALE

Lemon T 30 X 45 82 T Z - ?

Ferguson 2 i 13 19 32 - 4 - Z

Fowler p: 39 63 79 142 - 4 - 1

Coleman 4 15 3oxes not monitored in 1984

TOTAL T el T3  T43 7% ik} T = e

September was not a good month but we have had worse in our 16
years., The fall trapping was opened at Station 6 with 2 lestrels
bended on September 1, There was a slight migration on that dey
when most banders were putting the finishing touches on their
Station set-ups - 1 Red-tailed, 8 Northern Harriers, 2 Osprey and
20 Kestrels. The first Sharp-shinneds were seen on September 3,

The migration didn't really get going until mid-month. The 14th
was the first big day and )Marsh Field found himself too busy to
get an accurate count of the migrants. The major Broad-winged




=B
flights of the month were on the 14th, 15th and 16th. Normally, the
annual Hawk Cliff Viewing Weekend would have been held about this
time but this year it was changed to the 22nd and 23rd. On the 21st,
9 immature male Northern Harriers were banded at Station 7 by Bruce
Duncan. ©This is a Hawk Cliff record for a single station. Bruce
Saw 43 Harriers thet day.

On the 22nd, Marsh Field and Bruce Duncan,assisted by Don and Sheila
Fowler, had a good variety of hawks to show the crowd at Hawk Cliff,
It was a good migration day even though the winds were ESE. The 23rd
W&S a soggy day, however, with light rain and SW winds - Peregrine
weather!l With only 1 Sharp-shinned to show the damp crowd of 30
herdy souls, we advised them to watch for Peregrines - one had already
been seen. For the dedicated who persevered, they were rewarded with
the sight of 10 Peregrines and a Merlin. XNone were trapped that day
but 3 responded at the ILake Station. There were no birds trapped for
the afternoon programme.

Bob Hubert had the week of September 24 - 30 for vacation which res-
ulted in rain or fog on each weekday except the 26th. Four Peregrines
were sighted on the 25th in 1% hours but none responded. On the 26th,
the weather changed, the winds went to the WKW and we had the best
bending dey of the whole month. Two more days of wet weather and then
the month ended with = couple of good deys. 3ruce Duncan had another
Herrier day at # 7 on the 29th with 6 banded,

October was our poorest on record - 184 hawks banded., The past 10
Jear average for comparison is 694. The previous low total was 220
in 1973. Weather was the big fector (we hope). ¥ild tenperatures,
fog, rain and a lack of cold fronts predominated throughout most of
the month., We suspect z lot went through above the fog because we
Sighted some whenever there was an opening. Most weekends (when
banders are available) hed at least one day of rain. But October
was not a conmnplete loss.

PEREGRINES !! Three were banded, =11 hatehing year females, one on
October 2, one on the 6th and a late bird on the 20th. The first
two were captured at the ILeke Station, # 5, and Lawrence 3anders
trapped his first Peregrine at # 6 after it had made several passes
a8t the lures at Station 1 without success. There were 22 peregrine
Sightings this fall which Surpasses our previous high of 271 in 1979,
Recovery of this endangered species seems to be taking place thanks
to the release programme being carried out in North America., We
trust it will be continued until this magnificent falcon is able to
hold its own.

Eight of the 11 eagles sighted moved through in October. Station £
sighted 4 Golden Eagles on the 29th znd & possible fifth one which
was flying too high to be absolutely sure.

The weather man reported Kovember as "Drier, sunnier than normal."
and as predicted, the weather was warmer during the day, not as much
cloud or snow as usuzl znd no big storms. There were only 5 flight
days in the month - Novenmber 2, 3, 13, 20 and 21 = znd 211 were zt
the inland Station 7. Gary Hubert took the first full week of




November for vacation, and not to be outdone by his brother, Bob,
Saw a total of 10 hawks and trapped none. It was our second poorest
Novenber on record.

The weatherman's heading, "Whatever happened to December ?", says
it a%l. Mild temperatures broke records on four days capped by
14.3°C on the 16th. It was our poorest December,

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Bobwhite Quail were heard calling in mid-August when the stations
were being set up., The last report of them was of one feeding near
the bait pen a2t Station 5 on October 4. This is the first Quail
report we've had in a number of years at Hawk Cliff.

Blue Jays, which normally migrate by the hundreds of thousands, digd
not appear in any great number at all this fall. The only major
movement reported was about 1000 on October 1. What has happened
to this bird that we normally see by the tens of thousands daily
from mid-September to mid-October ¢

Pileated Woodpeckers are probably nesting at Hawk Cliff in the vie-
inity of Station 3. They were seen on six different days from Sept-
ember 8 to October 21 and on two occasions, the pair wes seen.

A hen Phezsant was observed at Station 6 on November 3 &ng a flock
of over 200 Snow Buntings was also seen at this location on Novem-
ber 19.

A late Turkey Vulture was Spotted over St. Thomas on December 13,
It must have been confused by the warm weather.

Chris Carpenter, who has been assisting at the Vinemount sSpring
banding station almost from its inception in 1977, finally was

S0 impressed he came back again on the Thanksgiving weekend. He
trapped his first N. Harrier, Cooper's and Red-tailed Hawk and was
also on hand to see the Peregrine trapped at Station 5. He'll ve
back in 1985 for sure,

Dave Nolin, through contact with Bruce Duncan, made the long trip
from Fairborn, Ohio to Hawk Cliff for the weekend of September 8th
and 9th. There wasn't much of a migration that weekend but he was
impressed by the Kestrels at Station 5 since he's doing his master's
thesis on the American Kestrel and keeps a string of Kestrel nest
boxes. He also bands other raptors. He was interested enough to
meke the long trip again at the end of September when he got in on
one of the good trapping days. He says he'll be back in 1985,

It's a pleasure to have people like Chris and Dave at the banding
Station. They are more than welcome to return.

Banders are reminded that their 1985 nembership is due. Some have
eélready paid. Payment by April 30 would be appreciated,

My &apologies for having only one newsletter and & late one at that,

Don Fowler, Co-ordinsator.




BANDING TOTALS 1984

JANUARY - AUGUST

GOS SSH C_RT RS RL NH P M AK SCO TOTAL HOURS DAYS
- 3 %

HAWK = - = 1 1 ] - W = - -

CLIFF

ROAD - - - N - " B & e ; S 7 - -

TRAP

NEST- - - - - - - - - - 25 - 256 " =

LING

NEST " - - - - - - = = 49 B 16 e -

ADULT

TOTAL - = = B 7 1 - - - 274 5 028p - m

STAT, SEPTEMBER

# 1 - 150 4 4 - - 1 - - 14 - 173 423 8

# 3 - 129 3 8 = - 2 - - 12 - 154 60 14

# 4 - 133 6 12 = - i = = 8 - 160 38 5

# 5 - 124 4 - - - 9 - - 193 - 330 65% 16

# 6 - 97 4 12 - - 5 - - 44 - 162 55% 7

# 1 - 208 12 19 - - 20 - - 48 - 307 74 10

TOTAL - 84T 33 55 - - 28 - - 3219 - 178% 5505 60

OCTOBER

# 1 “ 2 = ow e T D e m om . 5 ) 3

#3 - 12 3 22 - - - - - 2 - 39 63% 14

# 4 - 7T - - - - - - - - - i 8 3

#5 - 9 2 2 - - 1 2 - 4F 28 45 10

# 6 = 2 2 1 - - g ¥ g = 10 36 7

# 7 — 37 5 48 - = 8 = A 2 - 95 % 5§ 9

TOTAL, = T2 12 13 - - 5 3 T 18 - T8 7
NOVEMBER

# 1 - - = = - = - = - - x 222 6

# 3 - -~ = - - - ~ = - = - 2 1

# 4 - - - - -~ - - - - - - - 2 1

# 6 1 = - ~ - - - = = - - 1 18 6

# 1 2 1 = 34 - - - - = - - 37 33 9

POTAT, 3 1 - 34 = = - - = - - 38 7% 23
DECEMBER

# 1 = - = . = - ol - - . 1 1

# 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - 2% 1

L R B 5 3

7 ~ = 1 - SN - -

%ETAL - - - ] - = T = = = 3 5% 8

Coler 3 914 45 168 1 1 45 3 1 337 - 1914 641% 137

TOTAL

OTHER

BAND = - - - - = - - - 274 5 279 ~ -

INGS :

GRAND

TOTAL 3 914 45 164 1 1 45 3 1 611 5 1793




1983 BANDING TOTALS FOR COMPARISON

SPECIES TOTAL HOURS DAYS

GOSHAWK (GOS) 19 STAT., # 1 448 2124 52
SHARP-SHINNED (SSH) 1335 " #3286 173 34
COOPER'S (C) 55 L 159 107 22
RED-TAILED (RT) 207 " #5 432 1304 028
RED=SHOULDERED (RS) 4 no 4G 27 89 23
BALD EAGLE (BE) 1 " #7543 164% 30
NORTHERN HARRIER (NH) 21 HAWK CLIFF 7895 789
PEREGRINE FALCON (P) 1 ROAD TRAPS 58
MERLIN (M) 3 NESTLINGS 247
AMERICAN KESTREL (AK) 560 NEST ADULTS 12
GREAT HORNED OWL (GHO) = 2
SAW WHET OWL (SWO) 3
NORTHERN SHRIKE (NS) 1

(el k Bl

1984 BANDERS

BRUCE DUNCAN
KEVIN FERGUSON
MARSHALL FIELD
DON FOWLER
SHEILA FOWLER
GARY HUBERT
BO3 HUBERT
DAVID LEMON
JOHN LEMON
GARY MULAWKA
BILL READ
LAWRENCE SANDERS
DOUG TARRY

REGULAR ASSISTANTS

PAUL LEVERTON




RECOVERIES

RECEIVED IN 1984

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

842-94991
782-22951
1293-91803
1293-68314
1293-91976

GOSHAWK
686-02663

HY M
SY M
HY F
HY F
HY P

HY M

RED-TAILED HAWK

877-27478
877-29423
877-29044
987-27012
1207-03612*
8TT7-44823%
877-44840
877-29420
877-29179

HY
HY
HY
HY
oY
HY
58 4

HY

a d o d d g g o o

HY

AMERICAN KESTREL

1293-39023
1363-64673
1143-67239
1143-51779
1143-67633

*3ee Retraps for previous encounter of

L M
L F
L F
HY M
L M

12-04-83
10-16-83
12-20-83
10-05-79
12- =83
09-23-83
02- -84
09-24-83
04-09-84
10-06-83

12-04-83
10-16-83

08- -83
10-14-78
09-22-83
10-02-81
09- -83
10-16-81
12-10-8%
10-09-83
01-24-84
10-02-82
01-25-84
10-29-83
03- -84
11-05-83
06-23-84
10-25-82
06- -84
10-15-78

09-07-83
06-02-81
01-13-84
06-05-83
01- -84
06-22-83
02- -84
09-06-77
10-28-84
06-03-84

found dead, Gallatin, Tennessee (362-0862)
banded H.C., by Bruce Duncan ,
found dead, Aransas NWR, Texas (281-0964)

banded H.C.
found dead,
banded H.C.
found dead,
banded H.C.
found dead,
banded H.C,

by Sheils Fowler

Trinity, Texas (305-0952)

by Marsh Field -
Wabasso, Florida (274-0802)
by David Lemon

Goodwater, Alabama (330-0860)
by Sheilz Fowler

dead- no code, St, Martin Ohio
banded H.C. by Bob Hubert

(291-0835)

found dead,
banded H,C.
found dead,
banded H.C,

Nr. York, Ontario (431-0795)

by George Leverton

S.W., Norwich, Ontario (425-0804)

by Bruce Duncan

found dead, Rockton, Ontario (431-0800)

banded H,C, by George Leverton

found injured, dead, Moultri, Georgia (311-0833)
banded H,C. by Kevin Ferguson

found dead, Dearborn,Michigan (421-0831)

banded H.C. by Bruce Duncan
found injured, dead, Toledo,
banded H.C., by Bruce Duncan
found dead, Nr. New Baltimore, (424-0824)

bended H,C. by 3ruce Duncan

found dead, Nr. Noneoye Lake, XNew York (424-0773)
banded H.C. by Gary Hubert
band no. only sent from Owen
banded H.C. by Sheils Fowler

Ohio (413-0833)

Sound,Ontario

found dead, Xr. Thorndale, Ontario (430-0810)
banded Nest Box by Marsh Field (424-0810) -

S8truck object, dead, Aylmer, Ontario (424-0805)
banded Nest Box by Sheila Fowler (425-0811)

found dead, Florence, Alabanma (344-0874)

banded Nest Box by David Lemon (424-0810)

found dead, Leakesville, Mississippi (310-0883)
banded H.C. by Kevin Ferguson

found dead, Nest Box Nr. Glanworth,Ont, (425-0811)
banded Nest Box by Sheila Fowler (425-0811)

birdd




SHARP-SHINNED-HAWK

1293-67472
1293-91355
1093-58676
1293-91777
832-82614

832-41312

1293-91517

EY
HY
HY
HY
HY
HY
HY

COOPER'S HAWK

614-13986

HY

RED-TAILED HAWK

877-44755
8T7T-44823*

1207-03612#%

877-29079
877-27184

AHY

Y
HY
HY
HY

P

M

U
U
U

AMERICAN KESTREL

1363-63207
833-14376

1143-66301
1293-39033

*These birds were found dead later at . different location.

Two band numbers were sent to Ottawa as foreign retraps.
received informetion for one

HY

F

AHY F

AHY M

09-17-8%
09-14-83
10-22-87%
09-25-83
09-23-83
09-19-873
04-28-84
09-25-83
04-29-84
10=06-T7
05-07-84
10-17-83
05-07-84
09-18-83

05-13-84
10-10-83

11-02-83
12-09-82
01-08-84
10-29-83
01-08-84
10-02-82
03-02-84
10-28-80
05-05-84
10-16=-77

12-11-83
09-05-82
03-01-84
01-04-75

03-06-84
06-06-81

L M 03-09-84

06-09-81

retrapped Pt, Mouillee GMA, HMicrigan (420-0831)
banded H.C. by Sheila Fowler

caught in building, released,New Bedford,Ohio
banded H.C, by Bruce Duncan (402-0814)
retrapped Hawk Cliff, Ontario (424-0810)

banded Long Point Bird Observatory,Ontario
retrapped Long Point ™ " ,Ontario (423-0800)
banded H.C. by RBob Eubert

struck object, released, Walkerton, Indiana
banded H.C, by Howard McCarthy (412-0862)
retrapped Braddock Bay, New Vork (431-0774)
banded H.C. by Sheila Fowler

retrapped Braddock Bay, New York (431-0774)
banded H.C. by Bob Hubert

retrapped Nine Mile Pt., Kew York (433-0762)
banded H.C., by Kevin Ferguson

retrapped Little Gap, Pennsylvania (405-0753)
bended H.C. by Bob Hubert

retrapped Dearborn, Michigan (421-0831)
banded H.C, by Bruce Duncan

retrapped Dearborn, Michigan (421-08321)
banded H,.C, by Bruce Duncan
injured, alive in captivity, Rome,
banded H.C. by Bob Hubert

Georgia
(341-0851)

hand caught, released, Perth Road, Ontario
banded H.C. by Bob Spicer (442-0762)
telescope sighting, Burkesville, Kentucky
banded H.C, by Marsh Field (363-0852)
snared, in captivity, S5t. -George, Ontario
roadtrapped by Don Fowler near (431-0801)

Branchton, Ontario (431-0801)

in building, released, Aylmer,Ontario
Hest Box by Gary Coleman (424-0805)
gbject, released, Aylmer, Ontzrio

Nest Box by Marsh Field (424-0805)

caught
banded

struck
banded

See Recoveries.

i
We haven't J
|

band yet but the banding office sent

us a notice that the number of the other was incorrectly recorded

because it was still in the bander's possession,
Shows the importance of being

band numbers correctly.

even if you think it's on

This certainly
very careful in recording any retrap
Please double check your retrap numbers

e of our own - it may not be !




HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION

TREASURER'S REPORT

danuary 1,1984 to December 21,1984

RECEIPTS

Bank Balance January 1,1984

Memberships
Contributions
BaK Interest

EXPENSES

Fhotocopies - Banding Schedules-

Postage

Envelopes
Typewriter Rental
Netting for bownets
Bownet tubihg
Bownet paint

Lure bird cord
Swivels and eyelets
Hasp for Station 6
Lawn mower repair
Bird feed

Christmas remembrances

Bank balance December 31,1984 /

$230.00
48.60
.27

$18.17

279.17

7.60
24.00
1.70
16.06
105.18
12,34
8-41
26.15
3.24
2.1
1.21
32.86
23.32

$292, 34

$264 .18

33.16

$292.34

Sheila Fowler, Secretary-treasurer
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