HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION

affiliated with
Ontario Bird Banding Association

i

0

% S . 5 Fo s e R
Ve b Lt ] % ﬂf, (A

¢ & s F
]
. [ OVRY."

R

1985 NEWSLETTER

Raptors were banded in every month of 1985 under the Hawk Cliff
permit beginning with 3 Screech Owls from Wood Duck boxes on
Jenuary 12 (Bob Hubert) and ending with a Rough-legged Hawk at
Station # 7 on December 30 (Marsh Field). Prior to the fall
migretion which began in late August, we banded Balad Eagles,
American Kestrels, Great Horned Owls and a Red-tailed Hawk in
addition to the Screech OQwls.

BALD EAGLES! Four locals (nestlings) were banded by Marsh Field
in co-operation with Pud Hunter and Paul Prevett of the Ministry
of Natural Resources. Pud handled the difficult job of climbing
the tree and catching the nestlings. They came from two nests
neither of which were in Elgin County, unfortunately. Given
time enough, this natural wild population along with the hacked
birds from Long Point may once again make the north shore of
Lake Erie a major nesting area for this magnificent raptor.

The Screech Owl and American Kestrel nestlings were banded from
nest boxes and three of the five Great Horned Owl nestlings

were from willow tree nests. However, the other two were found
in a most unusual place - a Canada Goose nest box 6 feet off the
ground! It was one of Bob Hubert's boxes at Carr's Bridge north
of St. Thomas. When the water was lowered at the dam, it left
the nest box high and dry out in the opén. We tried to keep the
location of the nest secret but, as it turned out, about half of
Elgin County was doing the same thing. Everyone was concerned
about the bird's welfare. Two young fledged.

Bandings from the Kestrel nest boxes were good but lower than the
past 2 record years. Because of thé mild spring, the birds nested
as much as 2 weeks zhead of normal and consequently, some of the
birds had already fledged when we checked the boxes in the third
week of May. Many of them were close to fledging. One of the
Fowler boxes that was missed had a second brood later in the
season but it isn't known if each brood had the same set of
parents. Fowler's also had 3 boxes with unusual 6 egg clutches
and, even rarer, one with a 7 egg clutch. This is third time this
has happened in the 12 years of the nest box programme and the
first time all 7 fledged. Two of the sixers were successful.
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Dave Lemon was not available to check his boxes until the end of
May and also missed a number of his due to early fledging.

Gary Coleman has moved to Toronto leaving Area No. 4 without a
bander to monitor the boxes. Fowlers checked the remaining 7

boxes this year but it would be appreciated if another bander

would take over the territory and rebuild it. The boxes have

not been maintained and most were in poor condition

BANDER  AREA # BOXES NESTLINGS BANDED AHY BANDED RETURNS

M F TOTAL M F M F
Lemon 1 ? 27 2% T 50 - 2 - ¥
Ferguson 2 ' 10 7 17 - 2 - 2
Powler  3&4 46 85 11 1% 4 3 - -
TOTAT 2 122 101 203 4 7 - 4

The returning females had all been banded as AHY. 1143-64228
banded 5/30/79 by Kevin Ferguson in his nest box # 6 has been
re-trapped in 1980, 1981, 1983, 1984 and 1985, twice in box #6,
three times in box #9 and once on a bal-chatri trap. 1363-64452
was banded by Kevin in box #12 in 1984 and re-trapped in 1985
in the same box. Dave lLemon trapped 1363-64241 on a bal-chatri
on 3/29/83 and re-trapped it this year in one of his boxes.
1143-67261 returned to the same box it was banded from in 1984
by Dave.

The fall bending season got underway earlier than usual with 2
Kestrels banded on the 28th of August and 3 more on the 30th by
Marsh Field at the lake station. August 31, however, was the
big day with 1 Cooper's, 3 Harriers and 16 Kestrels banded by
the Fowlers at the lake station also. Sixty-two raptors were
Sighted that day, a lot for that early in the season. The good
flight kept up for the entire Labour Day weekend to give us one
of the best starts we've had.




September produced a steady but unspectacular flight. Hawks were
banded on all but three days, two of which had no coverage, =nd
yet the banding totals for the month were among our lowest. The
Sharp-shinned Hawks which make up the bulk of our totals were as
"~ low as in 1978 with only 779 banded. Merlins and Northern Harr-
iers set new records, however, while Cooper's and Red-tailed
Hawkswere better than average. Station # 5 trapped the bulk of
the Harriers and Station # 7 did the honours on Merlins. It
would appear that the lake station or the inland station is the
place to be,

The annual Hawk Cliff weekend was held on September 14 znd 15.
Neither day was a great flight day. The Broad-winged Hawks. had
peaked a few days earlier and the northerly winds had swung -
around to a southerly direction. Morning flights dissipated as
the days warmed up but the banders persevered and came up with
Sharpies, Kestrels, Harriers, a Cooper's and a Merlin for the
Saturday show and the same for Sunday plus a Red-tailed Hawk.
Bruce Duncan, Kevin Ferguson, Don and Sheila Fowler, Bob Hubert
and Bill Read shared the duties of showing the hawks and provid-
ing the crowd with information on each species. This was probably
one of the best weekends we've had.

The steady flight continued on through October to give us banding
totals for most species which are the best in the past 4 years.
for this month. Harriers again set a record. The big flight days
were on the 13th and 20th with 91 and 70 hawks, respectively,
being banded. There was a tremendous flight of 1061 Red-tailed
Hawks on the 20th. We banded 54 of them. The weather finally
deteriorated on the last 4 days of the month and on throughout
November which was one of the wettest on record with only 16.8
hours of sunshine. .

Our November coverage amounted to a total of 53 hours in the 9
days that the stations were in operation. December was cold with
snow on the ground for most of the month, We haven't seen this

type of weather for years. The 36 hawks banded may not seem high
but it is the best December we've had since 1977.

Northern Harriers have to be the big story for 1985. Our sight-
ings jumped from a low of 386 in 1983 to 981 this year, our best
since 1977. We also banded 90, a new record overshadowing our
our previous high of 60 in 1977.

Merlins, never a major migrant at the Cliff, reached an all time
high of 34 sighted and 13 banded. OQur previous high was 26
sighted and 10 banded. We normally think of Merlins, like our
other falcons, as shoreline migrants but Bruce Duncan banded 8
of the 13 at the inland station # 7. approximately 2 kilometres
to the north.

We sighted 23 Peregrines.this year eclipsing our previous high

of 22 in 1984. One HY female was banded at Station # 6 on Oct-
ober 12, Peregrines also seemed to prefer the inland route this
year. Ten were seen at Station # 7 and six were seen at Station
# 3 which is 1 kilometre from the lake. The big flight day was
October 5th when 11 were seen at these stations. They were flying
low because of very strong southwest winds - a great sight!




A report in the "Eyas" tells of a Peregrine from the Canadian
Release Programme which was hacked from an artificial nest in
Algonquin Park in Ontario. The bird was released on June 13,
1985 and was subsequently caught on a Liberian tanker on Aug-
ust 14 a thousand miles at sea in the middle of the North Atl-
antic. It had landed on the ship a few days previously and fed
on small birds while perched on the bow lightpost. When capt-
ured, it was exhausted and dehydrated. The crew fed it birds
they caught and when the ship docked in New Jersey they turned
it over to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Seventeen eagles were sighted, 5 Golden, 10 Bald and 2 unident-
ified. This is a new high for Bald Eagles surpassing the 8

seen in 1973, Don Fowler and Russ Chantler came within a
feather of catching an immature Bald Eagle at Station # 6 on
October 13. When the bownet was tripped the eagle hadn't

folded its wings and one was partially outside the net. It
didn't help when Don's foot caught in the lure bird cord which
probably helped 1ift the net and along with the bird humping up
it was able to escape. It hung low overhead and circled 3 times,
probably thumbing its beak, before heading back to the east.

Turkey Vultures have increased dramatically since sightings
records began in 1973 when 222 were seen. Our total of 2336
this year is second only to 2386 recorded in 1982. Cooper's
Hawk bandings rebounded from a low of 45 in 1984 to 121 in 1985.

One Red-tailed Hawk was exceptionally hungry at Station # 3 on
December 21. After being banded, it was re-trapped 4 more times
Finally it was set out with a dead pigeon which it was still
feeding upon when the Station was closed a half hour later.

If you are planning to spend some of your vacation time at Hawk
Cliff, don't ask Bob or Gary Hubert when to take it. They both
took the week of September 16 and banded a total of 10 hawks.

Gary also took the week of October 14 and caught 16, 9 of them

on the 16th. Undaunted, he took the week of November 4 and banded
2 Red-tails when it wasn't raining. Your best bet is to check
with Bruce Duncan and holiday at his Station # 7.

The most exciting bird of the fall was a Pomarine Jaeger which
landed in the field behind Station # 5. Marsh Field, Lawrence-
Sanders and Martin Wernaart saw the bird and were able to get
within 10 feet of it. Lawrence rushed home and returned with a

a telephoto lens camera and field guides for positive identific-
ation. Marsh shot a roll of film and later received confirmation
from ROM on Elgin County's first Pomarine Jaeger,

It was good to see the massive 1
migration of Blue Jays again *
after an almost non-existent w‘

flight last year. Two Sand-

hill Cranes were sighted on
October 20, Cormorants on Sept-
ember 8 and 15 and small flocks
of Tundra Swans on four occas-
ions in November.

Pomarine Jaeger departing




Chris Carpenter from Vinemount and Dave Nolin from Fairborn, Ohio
visited Hawk Cliff again this year. Dave stayed for the Hawk
Cliff Weekend apd enjoyed good trapping with Don Fowler at Station
# 5. Chris took Bruce Duncan's poor advice and left after only
one day thereby missirng out on the 30 hawk day which included a
Merlin and 3 Harriers., Listen to the Co-ordinator next year,
Chris!

Russ Chantler and Janet Snaith were regular assistants throughout
the fall and both show promise of becoming good banders in the
future.

Banders are reminded that their 1986 membership is due. Payment
by April 30 would be appreciated.

Don Fowler, Co-ordinator

1985 BANDERS

BRUCE DUNCAN GARY MULAWKA
KEVIN FERGUSON BILL READ
MARSHALL FIELD LAWRENCE SANDERS
DON FOWLER DOUG TARRY

SHEILA FOWLER MARTIN WERNAART
GARY HUBERT )
BOB HUBERT REGULAR ASSISTANTS
JOHN LEMON

GEORGE LEVERTON RUSS CHANTLER
PAUL LEVERTON JANET SNAITH

-

1984 BANDING TOTALS FOR COMPARISON

SPECIES TOTAL HOURS DAYS
GOSHAWK (GOS) 3 STAT., # 1 181 75 18
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK (SSH) g1a " o# 3 193 125% 29
COOPER'S HAWK (C) . 45 LI ! 167 51 10
RED-TAILED HAWK (RT) 164 " #5 358 110% 26
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK (RS) 1 " # 6 174 119 24~
ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK (RL) 1 "# T 441 16 30
NORTHERN HARRIER ENH) 45 HAWK CLIFF T514 6‘2110‘%
PEREGRINE FALCON (P) 3 ROAD TRAPS 7

MERLIN (M) 1 NESTLINGS 256

AMERICAN KESTREL (K) 611 NEST ADULTS 16

SCREECH OWL (SCO0) 5



BANDING TOTALS 1985

JANUARY TO JULY

GOS SSH C_RT RS BW RL BE NH P M AK SCO GHO TOTAL ERS DAYS
ROAD = - - T o= m = e & - = [ Wi 6
TRAPS
NEST= - " - S | - - - 223 2 5 234 - <
LINGS
NEST - - - - s oww om A& - = = 10 1 = 1T =
ADULTS
TOTAL - - P 1 - - - 4 - = = 234 7 5 251
STAT. AUGUST
# 5 - - 1 T T o o= 91 o  ow 25 12,5 3
SEPTEMBER
# 1 - 19 1 7 - = = = 3 - - 19 - - 109 47.5 15
# 3 - 111 41 1 = = = = 1 - 4 - - 132 80.0 17
# 4 - 127 3 1T - - - - 4 - 1 1 - = 137 55,0 1%
# 5 - 17 8 - = - - = 31 - 2 142 - - 354 102.5 21
# 6 - 67 1 - - - - = 2 - - 39 - - 109 94.0 18
# 1 - 224 25 18 - 1 - - 13 - 7 28 - - 316 §1.0 13
IOTAL - 779 42 37 - 1T — - B4 — 11 72335 — - Ti5T 470, 97
OCTOBER
# 1 1 13 9 19 - - - - 1T - = 1 - - 40 47.0 12
# 3 1 65 10 32 1 - - 1 = = 1T - - 111 69.5 14
# 4 3 b3 2 B e w owm o W = - S U 86 38.5 6
# 5 - 21 7 B - = = o= W - 1 31 - - 6 53.0 19
# 6 1 16 11 2B 2 = s w 5 1 = 8 - - 70 82,0 18
% i 6 132 36 79 4 1 - - 12 - 1 6 - - 277 108.0 16
Ofal, de 300 V6 T84 7 1 = — 29 1T 2 48 - %0 3G8.0 17
NOVEMBER
# 1 - - - 3 - - = = - - - - - - 3 20.0 5
#3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3.5 2
#4 - 7 - 9 - - - - - - - - - - 10 13,5 5
e = 1 Bl s o= om o M e e e e Em TG B
TOTAL - 1 1~ 35 = = - = T = - - - < 36 _53.0 16
DECE R
# 1 - - - A o= - - I = = - o 6 6.5 2
#3 - - - 4 - - - - - = = S . 4 2.5 1
# 4 ” = = 1 - - - - T = = - - 2 2.5 1
# 7 ” 5 1 T - = B oa f = = - - - 11 5.5 3
IOTAL - - v 16 - - 3 3 - - - - - 2 T
GRAND
TOTAL 12 1080 121 271 7 2 3 4 90 113 53 7 5 2152 950.5 200

Total raptors banded since 1969 - 35,484,



SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

762-39980

AHY M

1293-91237 HY F
1293-92455 HY F

832-41507

HY M

COOPER'S HAWK

614-00509

HY M

RED-TAILED HAWK

987-27009
877-44618
877-44882
877-44790
987-26162
877-27390
877-29079

HY U
AHY U
HY U
HY U
HY U
HY U
HY U

AMERICAN KESTREL

1143-67265 L F
1363-28302 HY F
1363-62456 L M

1143-64600 HY M

1143-64507

SY M

1363-64235 AHY M

1363-63111

SY F

1143-66345 HY F

MERLIN

1293-92067 HY M

09- -82
10-04-75
01-20-85
09-16-84
03%-30-85
09-26-84
04-17-85
09-14-84

02-12-85
10-04-84

- -84
11-13-82
05- -84
10-23-81
10-31-84
10-01-84
11-01-84
11-12-83%
12-12-84
11=-30=-77
03-09-85
10=16-TT
08- -85
10-28-80

RECOVERIES

RECEIVED IN 1985

found dead, Livingston,Texas (304-0945)
banded by Bruce Duncan

found dead, Jacksonville Beach,Florida
banded by Bob Hubert (301-0812)
found dead, Hilliard,Ohio (400-0830)

banded by Marsh Field

found dead, nr. Flesherton,Ontario (441-0803)
banded by Kevin Ferguson

struck object, dead, Melbourne,Cntario
banded by Bruce Duncan (424-0813)

found dead, Byrdstown,Tennessee (363-0850)
banded by George Leverton

entangled, dead, Marybourgh Twp.,Ontario
bznded by Bruce Duncan (434-0804)
found dead, Oakville,Ontario (432-0794)
banded by Sheila Fowler

found dead, N. of Rodney, Ontario (424-0814)
banded by Gary Hubert

trapped, dead, nr. Wadestown,W.Virginia
banded by Gary Hubert (394-0802)
struck by car, nr. Oaskville,Ontario

banded by Sheila Fowler (432-0794)
dead on highway, nr. Verona,Michigan
banded by Bob Hubert (434-0825)

previously re-trapped at Rome,Georgia 03-02-84

06-19-84
06-03-84
11-28-84
09-12-84
01- -85
06-10-82
01-01-85
09-01-79
02-12-85
04-01-79
04-03-85
03-13-83
04-18-85
04-18-82
05- -85
091481

09-24-85
09-08-85

struck by car, nr. Union,Ontario (424-0810)
banded by Dave Lemon nr. St. Thomas

injured, dead, Coahoma,Mississippi(342-0903)
banded by Marsh Field

found dead, nr. St. Thomas,Ontario (424-0811)
banded by Marsh Field S. of St. Thomas

found dead, Statesville,N.Carolina (354-0811)
banded by Kevin Ferguson

found dead, N. of St. Thomas,Ontario (425-0811)
banded by Don Fowler nr. St. Thomas

died in nest, N.W. of St. Thomas,Ontario
banded by Dave Lemon nr. St.Thomas (424-0811)
dead on highway, Gasport,New York (431-0783%)
banded by Dave Lemon nr. St.Thomas

dead on highway, Avondale,Louisiana (295-0901)
banded by Marsh Field

Orange Grove,Mississippi

found dead, nr.
(302-0882)

banded by Bruce Duncan



SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

T782-2253%0
782-22550

1293-92428

832-41682

HY M
HY M
HY F
HY M

833-23830 AHY F
1293-91820 HY F
1293-38436 HY F

833-19613

HY F

RED-TAILED HAWK

877-46094
877-46089

H U
HY U

AMERICAN KESTREL

1363-64325 HY F
1143-67423 HY F

04=26<81
09-14-77
04-26-81
10-02-77
082284
09-21-84
09-24-84
09-21-84
04-15-85
10-04-77
04-22-85
09-23-83
04-25-85
09-21-80
05-05-85
09-08-79

11-03-84
10-06-84
01-22-85
10-05-84

12-02-84

. 09-18-82

02-25-85
09-03-84

RETRAPS

retrapped, Whitefish Pt.,Michigan (464-0845)
banded by Bob Spicer

retrapped, Whitefish Pt.,Michigan (464-0845)
banded by Doug Tarry

retrapped nr. Wheatley,Ontario (420-0822)
banded by Marsh Field

retrapped nr. Wheatley,Ontario (420-0822)
banded by Bruce Duncan

retrapped, Braddock Bay,New York (431-0774)
banded by Ross Snider

retrapped, Braddock Bay,New York (431-0774)
banded by Marsh Field

retrapped, Vinemount,Ontario (431-0794)
banded by Ruby Leverton

retrapped, Whitefish Pt.,Michigan (464-0845)
banded by Marsh Field

caught due to injury, Atterbury Ref.,Indiana
banded by Bruce Duncan (392-0860)
caught by hand, nr. Tifton,Georgia (312-0833)
banded by Bruce Duncan

retrapped, Gallopolis Dam,W.Virginia (384-0821)
banded by Kevin Ferguson

caught due to injury, Willacoochee,Georgia
banded by Don Fowler (312-0830)



HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION
TREASURER'S REPORT

January 1,1985 to December 31,1985

RECEIPTS

Bank Balance January 1,1985 $33.16

Memberships $225.00

Contributions 77.25

Bank Interest .81 303.06
$336.22

EXPENBEB

Photocopies - Newsletter 36.96

Photocopies - Banding Schedules 9.70

Photocopies - 1983-84 0,B.B. Report 525

B & W photographs for O, B B. Report 17.76

Typewriter rental " 10.70

Postage 16.48

Envelopes 117

File Cards 1.18

Kylon lure bird line 17.08

Hasp, nuts & bolts for Station 6 3.40

Swivels . 1,48

Bird feed 5787

Christmas remembrances 27.13 $206.05

Bank balance December 31,1985 130,17
$336.22

Sheila Fowler, Secretary-treasurer




