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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION

affiliated with
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1986 NEWSLETTER

Hewk Cliff banders must be getting either too old or too lazy ! We
used to see a lot of activity in the early months of each year -
trapping at the 'Cliff' in early January, road-trapping, backyard
trapping, Screech Owls in Wood Duck boxes, nestling Great Horned
Owls and Red-tailed Hawks, etc. etc. 1986 produced 1 Screech Owl
and 1 Northern Shrike from January through April !

The second hatch since 1969 of a Bald Eagle in Elgin County met
with disaster on May 26 when the 3 week old nestling was blown from
the nest in a very severe wind and rain storm and broke its neck.
Hopefully, the adults will return in 1987.

The year really got underway with the acquisition of a COMMUNITY
WILDLIFE INVOLVEMENT PROJECT (CWIP) grant from the Ministry of
Natural Resaources.

In March, material was purchased to make American Kestrel nest
boxes, Twenty- eight were quickly cut out and assembled ‘to meet

the Kestrel breeding season which begins with nest selection in
March. Kevin Ferguson used 10 to supplement his area around Port
Stanley and Don and Sheila Fowler replaced 7 of their string. Most
importantly, the area to the north-east of St. Thomas, which origin-
ally had over 20 boxes that had been allowed to deteriorate over

the years to 7 dilapidated units, has been teken over by Grant and
Marjorie Bowlby. They did all the work of mending, cleaning and
filling the old boxes and constructing and putting up 8 new ones
from the CWIP material. They monitored the nest boxes and assisted
in banding the nestlings. (See the following chart) In the Fall, all
the boxes were cleaned out and Grant has built 9 more to go up

early in 1987.

BANDER  AREA # BOXES NESTLINGS BANDED AHY BANDED RETURNS

TOTAL M b)) M F
Field 1 20 24 76 45 - 3 - -
Ferguson 2 18 9 12 - 21 - 2 - 2
Fowler 3 39 58 65 -~ 123 2 T - 1
Bowlby 4 15 21 23 - 44 1 3 - -
TOTAL 92 112 116 5 233 3 15 - 2

The 3 returning females had all been banded as AHY in our nest boxes.
Kevin Ferguson had his perennial return, 1143-64228, for the sixth
time since he banded her in his Nest Box #6 in 1979. He missed her
in 1982. His other return was banded in 1984 in Nest Box #12 and
was re-trapped there the following two years, Fowler's return was
banded in 1983 in one of Marsh Field's boxes & few miles to the
south.

A CWIP grant was also received to obtain materials to build a new
banding station to replace #5 which was vandalized in 1982 and had
deteriorated as a result to a decaying shell. The old station was
easily demolished and the site was prepared for the replacement.

On May 6 we started fabricating the new station under the direction
of Marsh Field. He had plans drawn for the station he calls home
from late August to late October. We worked for several evenings




and a few weekends to get the building roughed in and a roof put on.
From there on Marsh did most of the work. Anyone using the station
will appreciate Marsh's ingenuity and should also feel guilty about
not having helped more. Sheila Fowler lettered an appropiate sign
for the door which acknowledged the CWIP grant from the Ministry.

A further CWIP grant was received for the purchase of much needed
banding equipment: banding pliers, hawk nets, mist nets, leg
gauges, snap ring pliers, stainless steel wire for foot trips, etc.
The banding pliers and the foot trip wire, especially, were a very
welcome addition - long overdue.

The new #5 station was officially opened on August 22. Marsh set
up while putting the finishing touches on the building. He didn't
trap any hawks but he saw 3 Northern Harriers and 11 Cormorants.
He banded the first birds at Hawk Cliff on August 28 - 4 American
Kestrels. Stations #6 and #7 also opened successfully in August.

Stations not in operation on Labour Day weekend are missing out.
Sean Hollis, Greg Sadowski and Nigel Shaw from Toronto Bird Observ-
atory visited the station this weekend to learn about setting up a
hawk trapping station. They planned to set up on the Scarborough
Bluffs. The reasonably good flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks, Kestrels
and Harriers gave them first-hand experience. I understand they did
well in their initial year as a raptor banding station. We wish :
them well.

Not only the banders like the new #5 station. On September 1, a
weasel in residence nearby not only made a try for the lure bird on
the line but also made several circuits of the lure bird cage with
high hopes of an easy meal. It wasn't easily discouraged and came
within a few feet of Don Fowler as he tried to scare it off. The
Sharp-shinned flight was very good for this early in the season.

The weekend of September 6 and 7 provided the first major flight of
Kestrels (173 and 193), Sharp-shinneds (90 and 308) and Northern
Harriers (11 and 36). Stations #6 and #7 had full coverage both
deys and banded 157 of the 167 birds that were trapped. Three of
the other stations opened for a combined total of only 74 hours
that weekend and missed a good flight by quitting early.

For the second year in a row we experienced the problem of disapp-
earing lure birds. On September 8, it appeared that the number of
birds in the main bait pen had decreased substantially. On Sept-
ember 9, ALL of the small birds were missing from the main pen and
the individual station pens. Our main source of supply also dried
up due to cats in the area of the trap. We were in serious trouble
with the Hawk Cliff Weekend & few days away.

Bob Hubert spent a good part of his vacation that week trying to
trap lure birds and was successful enough to alleviate part of the
problem. We had only House Sparrows as lures which are satisfact-
ory but are not as visible as the larger Cowbird., Most of the band-
ers worked hard to catch what they could but all owe a big debt to
Bob for his efforts. We would have been finished without him.




Station #4 took a different approach to the lure bird shortage.

Paul Leverton took a page from Marsh Field's book. In 1985, because
of the same problem, Marsh devised a fake bird with a styrofoam body
and garbage bag plastic wings. It worked well enough to catch a
Merlin. Paul improved on this with a bird made from styrofoam, an
old sock, a marble and leather wings activated by a spring. They
caught 19 Sherp-shinned with. it on September 12. It was even more
successful on the 13th, the first day of the Hawk Cliff Weekend,
when Sharp-shins actually bound to this fake bird | Station #7
followed up on this idea with a creature that looked like a miniat—
ure seal and another that could pass for a pteradactyl.

We couldn't have chosen any better days than September 13 and 14

for our Hawk Cliff Weekend. Our sightings for these two days were
6600 hawks of which 3500 were Sharp-shins. Marsh Mield, Bill Read,
Bruce Duncan and Bob Hubert showed the birds and did the interpret-
ive talk. Janet Snaith , Don and Sheila Fowler assisted them. The
photographers in the crowd appreciated Janet bringing the birds to
them for close-ups as the bander finished his talk on each species.
A good cross-section of raptors were shown - Cooper's, Sharp-shinned,
Red-tailed, Northern Harrier, Merlin and Kestrel. There was a major
flight of Harriers inland in the afternoon of the 14th. Station #7
counted 71 of them and banded 14. GOOD SHOW, Bruce and Janet |

September 17 saw the first large movement of blue jays and the dis-
appearance of more of our meagre supply of lure birds from the
station pens. ©Padlocks were put on and this solved the problem.

A second Hawk Cliff Weekend was held on the 20th and 2i1st. We had
rain in the morning and fog in the afternoon on the 20th. Bob
Hubert did his best with a Sharp-shinned and a Flicker to show,
Bill Read fared a little better with a Sharp-shinned end a Harrier
in the afternoon. The fog and drizzle continued on Sunday morning
but we managed to trap a Harrier for the talk. By the afternoon
when the skies cleared, we had trapped Kestrels, Sharp-shins, Red-
tails and a male Cooper's for Kevin Ferguson's talk. These shows

are always well received by the public and they continually ask
for more. '

Dave Nolin, the bander from Ohio, and his wife, Cathy Queen, visited
Hawk Cliff the last weekend in September on the advice of the
Co-ordinator that it would be a good time for trapping a variety of
hawks. The weather for the most part consisted of rain, drizzle,
fog and winds from a southerly or easterly direction. What little
flights there were passed over very high and without responding.
This is Dave's third trip and he hasn't hit a big day yet. Maybe
next year.

Overall, our September total was the best in the last five years.
The bird of the month was the Merlin: 12 banded, 6 of them at
Station #7. They even caught 2 at one time in the mistnet.

The first half of October was excellent. There were big flights of
Cooper's, Red-tails,Eagles and Turkey Vultures. Weather fronts
moved through periodically and the wind was in the north or westerly
sector for most of the first 10 days. October 4 had rain in the
morning which culminated in very strong winds and heavy rain for

10 minutes at noon. When it quit, an excellent flight of Sharpies,



Cooper's and Harriers took place but, unfortunately, half of the
Stations had closed up.

The Cooper's flights on the 4th,5th and 6th were hard to believe
with sightings of 118, 98 and 276 and with bandings of 12, 21 and
47 respectively. Red-tails were heavy on the 5th, 6th, 9th and
10th. TForty were banded on the 9th. Eight Bald Eagles were seen
on the 6th and, at Station #3 that same day, a dark phase Red-tail
was banded and a 12-year~-old Cooper's, banded by Bob Hubert on
October 8, 1974, was re-trapped by Sheila Fowler. TFive Golden
Eagles were seen on October 18th, a possible Swainson's Hawk on
the 7th and a Jaeger on the 25th all added to the excitement.

Nets were set for owls to round out the month. Two Long~eared Owls
and 1 Saw-whet were banded. Four more Merlin were banded in Oct—

ober, 3 of them by Station #7. This brought the total Merlins to
16, a new record.

Turkey Vultures continue to increase in numbers. October sightings
were 3292 to bring the yearly total to 3385, a new record surpass-
ing the previous high of 2336 in 1985, The past 15 years show &
dramatic increase from 222 sightings in 1973, over 1000 in 1977,
2000 plus in 1981 and up to our present high this year. We see
more in an hour now than we did in the whole season years ago.

Marsh Field received a call from an area farmer, Aldon Gent, about

a2 Turkey Vulture nest on his property. 4 group of St. Thomas Field
Naturalists visited the nest site which was located sbout 20 feet
from the edge of a woods in a dead tree. The tree was broken off
about 20 feet from the ground and was hollow down to 5 feet from
the ground. There was a 7-inch opening at this point where we

were able to peak in at a foul-smelling Vulture nestling. It wasn't
thrilled to see us and hissed at us occasionally. We decided our
peak-hole was far too small to admit the adult and that she must
have climbed all that way down into the tree to nest. We saw the

bird in mid-July and understand from Mr.Gent that it fledged
successfully.

We had coverage on 15 days in November but only 2 of them were
worth it - the 2nd and the 30th. Winds out of the North-east to
North-west on the 2nd brought 277 Red-tails of which 11 were banded
along with 1 Goshawk, 2 late Sharp-shins.and a Cooper's. Six

Golden Eagles were also seen. The owl nets were opened up again
that night but only 1 Saw-whet was trapped. The 30th brought a

fair flight of Red-tails (59) and 6 were banded as well as 1 Goshawk.

December was almost a bust. Only 12 hawks were seen in 6 days and
1 Red-tail was banded., The month was dull, no wind, no sun and
the temperature a few degrees either side of freezing for days on
end.

Station #7 continues to be tops. The coverage was excellent - you
can't catch them if you're not there and perseverence is required;
also a little expertise, Not only did they catch the most hawks
but they also found the time to produce some excellent videos
courtesy of Barry Cherriere. They also worked with Canadian
Wildlife Service personnel taking blood samples to test for
chemical content in our raptors.



Please study the encounter lists very closely. There are some
very interesting longevity and migration information.

We wish to thank the landowners, Steve Ivan and family, Bob Ward
and femily along with the Elgin Area Water Systems staff who
permit us to use their property for our banding operatiqns.

We had many visitors, a number of whom were banders, at the station
this year. They are too numerous to 1list but we thank them for
their time and for their donations or associate memberships,

The following banders and assistants actively participated in the
1986 operation:

G. Bowlby D. Fowler G. Mulawka
M.Bowlby 3. Fowler E. Pietrzak
R. Chantler B. Hubert B. Read

B. Duncan G. Hubert L. Sanders
K. Ferguson G. Leverton Jd. 3naith
M. Field P. Leverton D. Tarry

M. Wernaart

Don Fowler, Co-ordinator
17 Fifth Ave.,

St. Thomas, ONT.
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RECOVERIES

RECEIVED IN 1986

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

852-05264

1293-85037
1293-92846
1293-92328
1293-92138
1093-56478
852-05027

1293-85014

HY M
HY F
HY F
HY F
HY F
HY F
HY M

F

HY

COOPER'S HAWK

T45-01455
614~01884

HY F

HY M

RED-TAILED HAWK

877=27194
877-05423
877-25045
877-46199
987-27089
987-27256
BT7-44724
877=-44781
877-46161
877-29089

HY U
AHY U
HY U
HY U
HY U
HY U
HY U
AHY U
AHY U
HY U

AMERICAN KESTREL

1143-70420
1143-70287

L M
L M

06- =84
10-02-81
12-03-85
10-16-85
01-18-86
09-23-85
02-23-86
09-15-84
03-31-86
09-27-85
04-18-86
09-16-T9
04-25-86
09-27-80
06-21-86
09-14-85

03-15-85
10-05-79
01-02-86
09-29-85

02-08-85
10-23-77
10-29-85
03-04-72
11-09-85
09-09-75
11-12-85
10-11-85
12-28-85
10-25-85
12-30-85
09-13-85
01- -86
10-20-85
02-24-86
11-05-83
05-11-86
11-02-84
06-06-86
10-29-80

07-03-85
06-05-85
07-10-85
05-25-85

struck object, dead, Wheatley, Ontario
banded by Bob Hubert (420-0822)
found dead, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee

banded by Gary Hubert (351-0875)
found dead, Charlotte, N. Carolina

banded by Sheila Fowler (351-0805)
found dead, Largo, Florids

banded by Paul Leverton (275-0824)
found dead, Osgood, Indiana

banded by Bruce Duncan (390-0851)
struck object, dead, Clymer, New York
banded by Don Fowler (420-0793)
struck object, dead, Powassan, Ontario
banded by George Leverton (460-0792)
struck by car, St. Mathieu, Quebec

banded by Bob Hubert (481-0685)
shot, dead, Roscoe, Georgia

banded by Bruce Iuncan (332-0845) -

struck object, dead, Falmouth,Kentucky
banded by Bruce Duncan (384-0841)

dead on highway, Calhoun Falls, S. Carolina
banded by Howard McCarthy (340-0824)
snared, dead, PForestville, Quebec

banded by Sheila Fowler (484-0690)
found dead, Pickering, Ontario
banded by Craig Brown (435-0790)

struck by car, dead, Newstead, New York
banded by Bruce Duncan (425-0783)
struck object, dead, Hilton, New York

banded by Bruce Duncan (431-0774)
found dead, Woodslea, Ontario

banded by Sheila Fowler (421-0824)
found dead, Lucasville, Ohio

banded by Don Fowler (385-0825)
found dead, Adel Moultrie, Georgia

banded by Bob Hubert (310-0833)

found dead, Black Creek, Ontario

banded by Bruce Duncan (432-0810)
caught by dog, deed, Warkworth, Ontario
banded by Bob Hubert (440-0775)

found dead, nr. Port Stanley, Ontario
banded by David Lemon (424-0810)
found dead, nr. St. Thomas, Ontario
banded by Sheila Fowler (424-0811)



(continued)
1143-70145

1363-28721
1143-70436
1363-28642
1143-70262
1363-62400
1143-70401
1143-70341
1363-67231
1363-67215

R O 8 B R =2 =R A

H 6 B oH E B (3 I

MERLIN

1293-38094 HY M

10~18-85
09~22-85
11-19-85
09-21-85
12-14-85
06-09-85
12— -85
08-31-85
01-19-86
05-25-85
02-15-86
03-03-82
06- -86
06-02-85
07-08-86
06-07-85
07-11-86
06-01-86
07-17-86
06-01-86

04-27-86
09-21-80

SHARP-SHINNED HAWKS

1143-53071
1293-92110 AHY
1293-85106

HY F

SY
1293-92700
832-41634
1293292115
1293-91001 ASY
852-07379

HY
HY
HY

= =3 =" =2 " | e

HY

COOPER'S HAWK
745-03643

HY F

RED-TAILED HAWK
877-44835
877-27398

HY U
HY U

10-17-84
09-25-75
09-24-85
09-20-85
09-29-85
09-27-85
09-30-85
09-27-85
04-14-86
09-15-84
04-30-86
09-20-85
05-05-86
09-18-82
05-07-86
09-07-85

04-21-86
09-30-85

12-04-85
10-30-83
04-25-86
10-16-77

RECOVERIES

caught by hand, dead, Pace, Florida
banded by Bruce Duncan (303-0870)
shot, dead, Riv Shutaque, Guatemala
beénded by Bruce Duncan (144-0893)

struck by farm machine, dead, Ingersoll, Ont.

banded by David Lemon (430-~0805)
dead due to weather, Port Stanley, Ontario
banded by Don Fowler (424-0811)

found dead, Wyandotte, Michigan
banded by Sheila Fowler (421-0831)
caught in building, dead, Aylmer, Ontario

banded by David Lemon (424-0805)
struck by car, dead, Sparta, Ontario
banded by David Lemon (424-0810)
found dead, Euclid, Ohio

banded by Sheila Fowler (413-0813)
found dead, London, Ontario

banded by Sheila Fowler (425-0811)

Ontario
(434-0793)

struck by aircraft, dead, Malton,
banded by Sheila Fowler

struck object, dead, International Fzlls
banded by Sheila Fowler (483-09%32)

FOREIGN RETRAPS

retrapped Cedar Grove, Wisconsin

banded by Bob Spicer (433-0874)
retrapped nr. Wheatley, Ontario

banded by Bruce Duncan (420-0822)
retrapped nr. Wheatley, Ontario

banded by Marsh Field (420-0822)
retrapped nr. Amherstburg, Ontario

banded by Marsh Field (420-0830)
struck object, alive, nr. New Vienna, Ohio

banded By Bruce Duncan (391-0834)
retrapped Whitefish Pt., Michigan

banded by Bruce Duncen (464-0845)
retrapped nr. Paradise, Michigan

banded by Marsh Field (464-0850)
retrapped Braddock Bay, New York

banded by Don Fowler (431-0774)
retrapped Braddock Bay, New York

banded by Bruce Duncen (431-0774)
retrapped Pearson International Airport,On
banded by Gary Colemsn (434-0793)
caught by hand, alive, Aurora, Ontario
banded by Sheila PFowler (440-0792)

Minn.

t.



