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1989 NEWSLETTER

1989 ~ TEE YEAR OF THE KESTREL, THE MERLIN AND THE HARRIZR |

Marsh Field began the year on the right foot by trapping and banding
a Cooper's Hawk in his back yard on New Year's Day, Then he went to
Hawk CLiff on the 4th and banded & Sharpie and a Herrier, A nestbox
capture of a male Kestrel by Fowlers ended the January bending.

There was no activity in February or March but in April, our prelininar

nestbox check revealed a red phase Screech Owl brooding 5 young and one
€gg as well as one male and 4 female Kestrels also incubating eggs,

This early survey for eggs 1s part of an ongoing C.W.3, - Q.M. N.R,=-
Hawk Cliff joint Study begun in 1987 on contaminant levels in American
Kestrels. The first €ggs were collected on April 16, the balance on
the 22nd and 26th. Due to the late spring, nesting was 1 to 2 weeks
later then usual.

By mid-lay the owlets, 3% red phase and 2 grey phase, were old enough
to be banded, The sixth, another red phase, had apparently been
devoured by its nest-mates. Bob Hubert banded % more local Screech
Owls neer Aylmer in late May. It was the 28th of May vefore the first
Kestrel nestlings were banded, e

Productivity was not affected by the late egg-laying - we set a new
record for Kestrel nestlings.- 307. Previous high - 281 in 1988, e
also banded 18 adults and trapped 8 returns, Three of the returns

were local males from.'86, '87 and 'S8 and one of the females, another
locel from 1988, came from & wood duck nestbox at Bill Corner's pond
and re-~located about 20 kilometers to the northwest the following year
To successfully fledge 5 young from 6 eggs., Of the 3 adult females
banded in 1988, 2 had returned to the same nestbox. The fourth sdult
female, banded in 1987, had returned to the same box for the third tinpe.

This year, in several nestboxes in Areas 3 and 4, the young were very
dirty and unhealthy-looking. Instead. of the usual whitewash, the '
interior of the boxes was coated in dark excrement and the young did

not look well. In one of these, we found a dead nestling and, in a later
check, another one of the 5 nestlings had died. In a box in similar
condition, 6 young were nesting in damp dirty gress put in by starlings.
After exchanging the grass for wood shavings, all 6 young fledged, It
was suggested that the very wet Spring weather caused the problem.

NESTBOX RESULTS

BANDER AREA # BOXES NESTLINGS BANDED AHY BANDED RETURNS

M F U TOTAL M F M_F

Crocker 1 28 4 31 < 14 - 5 - 1
Perguson 2 10 10 T - Vi - 1 - -
Fowler 3 41 62 75 = 138 4 6 ;i 3
Bowlby 4 24 40 37 1 78 - 4 ~ 1
105 7156 150 1 307 z 16 3 5

Cyril Crocker took over Ares #1 from Marsh Field. Kevin Fergusonts
totals include 5 young fledged from z nestbox erected in his area by
Harvey Patterson.
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Cyril Crocker completed the Spring and summer banding with a Great
Horned Owl in August.

In late August the Hawk Cliff banding stations were opened, The
installation of one-way glass in the renaining 3 stations was comp-
leted in time for the migration and was a major factor in our outstand-
ing success this year.

As in 1988, the first nigrating hawk trapped was an HY M Kestrel elready
banded as a local from Cyril: Crocker's 'nestbox #19. It was caught a
Station #5 along with one other Kestrel on August 26, Two more Kestrels
and 2 Northern Harriers were also banded in August.

SEPTEMBER

Migration began in earnest on the 2nd with the bending of 34 Kestrels
and the first Merlin. Only 2 stations were in operation that day.
Sharp-shins started slowly with 2 on the %rd and one each on the 4+th,
7th and 8th.but, by the 9th and 10th, 91 and 110 were banded. Sept. 11
wes the first big day of a record year for Northern Harriers with 13
being banded, Six Merlin trapped on the 9th at Station #5 and 6 more.
on the 10th by Stations #5, 6 and 7. were a good start for a record year.
for another species. '

The biggest day of the month was the 17th with 208 hawks banded; 106
Sharp-shinned, 2 Cooper's, 4 Red-tailed, 1 Broad-winged, 14 Harrieérs,
1 Merlin and 80 Kestrels. Two other big Kestrel days were on the 10th
(80} and the 11th (83), part of a new record for this species also.

OCTORBER

The daily flow of Sharp-shinneds continued into October with the best
day of the fall on the Tth when 181 were banded (out of 231 hawks j
followed the next day by 108 more. Cooper's peaked on the same days
but Harriers, which had been trapped almost daily through Septenter,
became sporadic., American Kestrels set a September record end con- .
tinued: with an October. record which
surpassed the 1979 high of 74 birds.
October T7th and 8th were the big days
with 34 and 17 banded. Red-taileds,
however, were the lowest ever for
this month with 45 banded vs a
19 year averasge of 124, (Thre
first Peregrine since 1985 was
captured on October 8 at the #5
lakeé station., The best OQctober
since 1981,
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NOVEMBER
The Red-taileds that didn't show in October came on at a steady pace
throughout most of November being missed on only 4 banding days and,
on three separate days, 28 were banded. The 188 caught is our highest
November total since 1971 and ‘is far above the 19-year average of 79.

Northern Harriers were the big surprise, The 28 banded far surpassed
the previous November high of 4 and the average of 1,3; in facty they
have only been trapped in 12 of the past 19 years in November, It was
on the 18th when the #5 lake station caught 18 of the 20 Harriers

banded that day. The majority of the flight was made up of after-hatch-
ing year males. Seven of the 14 males and 2 of the females banded

were gdult birds. They came at a steady pace.all day in small groups

of 2 or 3. This is a new daily station record for Harriers; the prev-
ious high was 14 at #7 station on September 14, 1986.

The 18th was also a very good Red-tailed day (28 banded) and & very
exceptional day for Red-shouldered Hawks.which flew by Jjust above
tree-top level; 9 of the 50 sighted were trapped and banded. The only
Goshawk banded in 1989 was compliments of station #1.

DECEMBER

Basically old-fashioned winter weather for a change produced our best
December since 1977. Marsh Field did the bulk of the banding at the
#7 inland station and ended the year as he had begun with 2 Red-tails.

TURKEY VULTURE.. '
Started in mid-September and ended in nid-November. Sightings of
3097 - above 14-year average of 2148,

OSTPREY :
First sighting, August 27. Last sighting, November 4. Total of 118,
second best to 133 in 1987.

BALD EAGLE
Oightings of 25, second .to 30 in 1988.

GOLDEN EAGLE :

First one sighted September 24 and the last of a record 29 on Decen-

' DEY 30.

On November 4 at 0915, an immature came along the cliff edge, ignored
the pigeon lure at #5 station.and went inland to #1. It ignored their
pigeon but picked up their starling twice and released it both times
when it felt the resistance, It left and headed south-west to the lake
leaving two banders with palpitating hearts and took the thrill out of
catching 'ordinary hawks' for the balance of the day.

GOSHAWK

Only 10 sighted, lowest since 1979. The invasion year must be immin-
ent, ‘

SHARP-SHINNED ‘
Sightings of 7803, well below 10126 average but banding slightly
better than average of.12¢4,
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COOPER'S
Like Sharp-shins, sightings below average but banding 50% better then
average of 90.

RED-TAILED :
Sightings 33% above average. Bandings - best year since 1978,

RED-SHOULDERED

Meking a comeback 7 ? Sightings of 320 almost triple the average,
Bandings second only to the 22 in 1977 and away above the 21-year
avergge of 6.

BROAD~WINGED
Big flights September 13, 14 and 17. Sightings 2.5 times average.

ROUGH-~LEGGED
Sightings of 101 more than double 14-year average.

NORTHERN HARRIER
Record sightings of 1516 almost double 14~year average and the record
bandings triple the average surpassing the previous high of 90 in 1385,

PEREGRINE
No big flight days; sightings of 17 just above average.

MERLIN :
Records sightings of 77. Record bandings surpass previous high of 18
in 1987. Big flights on September 9, 10 and 11,

AMERICAN KESTREL
Good flight up to mid-October. Sightings above average. New record
for fall banding; previous high of 590 in 1976.

EAWK CLIFF WEEKENDS '

Off to a good start - rain began at 0700 on the first day, Saturday,
September 16 and fell intermittently all morning. Don and Sheila
Fowler gave the morning presentation with Kestrels, a Harrier and
Sharp-shinned Hawks., The rain began to fall heavily just after they .
finished. The afternoon show was washed out.

Sunday was the day | Clearing skies and light north-west winds brought
the hawks.and the hawk watchers in large numbers. It was an ideal day
with perfect temperature and lots of hawks to show. Bill Read assisted
by Sheila Fowler did the a.m, show with Kestrels, . Harriers, Sharp-shins,
and Cooper's. Bob Hubert did the p.m. presentation with Kestrels,
Sharp-shins, Cobper's, .a Broad-winged and lots of Red-tailed Hawks.
Visitors came from as far away as New Mexico, Kentucky eand North Carol-
Ang. ER R . o ;

On the second Hawk Cliff Weekend we were still feeling the effects of
the tail 'end of: Hurricane Hugo with a-big drop in temperature from
Friday to Saturday and the wind from the northwest. It should have
been great but it wasn't, - The few hawks caught, however, were of Qqiff-
erent species so.we had a good:variety to show the spectators. Kevin
Ferguson and Cyril Crocker had a Red-t2il and a Merlin daturday a.m.
followed in the p.m. by Bruce Duncan and Sheila Fowler with male and
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female Kestrels, a Broad-winged and a Red-tailed Hawk. On Sundey morning
Russ Chantler and Cyril Crocker showed male and female Sharp-shinned,

a Kestrel, a Cooper's and g Harrier. Sunday afternoon,Bob Hubert had
the best variety with male and female Sharp-shinned, male and female
Kestrels, a Cooper's, a Harrier, a Merlin and some Red-tailed Hawks.

NOTES OF INTEREST

On November 25, a cold day with.very few hawks flying, Cyril Crocker:
banded a different 'bird of prey'. He was trying to lure a Cooper's
Eawk when a Pileated Woodpecker flew by. It seemed irritated by the
pigeon lure and made several passes at it before it got. caught in the

mist net. Don't believe Cyril when he tells you its bill doesn't hurt

Wwe were honoured on the first Hawk Cliff Weekend with a visit from
noted naturalists, John and Janet Foster, at the banding stations.
and et the Hawk Cliff viewing area. They are doing a film series,
"Working With Wildlife",:which. includes filming at Hawk Cliff, Long
Point and’'Prince Edward Point. "We are looking with anticipation for
the T,V. program which is slated for early 1990, '

The new lure bird pen, which was;put up'in 1988 and had problems with
weasel predation, was modified successfully in 1989 with the assistance
of Harvey Patterson and Dale Tuff.

Thenks to all on whose property we conduct our banding operations -
Elgin Area Water Systems, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ivan and Mr., and Mrs, Bob
Ward. : '

The following banders and gssistants yarticipated this year.

G. Bowlby C. Crocker _ BE. Pietrzak
M. Bowlby D. Fowler B, Read

R. Chantler " 5. Powler ' L. Sanders
B. Duncan B. Hubert : : J. Snaith
K. Ferguson G. Hubert . D, Tarry

M. FPield _ . G. Mulawka :

Our grand totasl of raptdrs banded from 1969 to 1989 -~ 46178,

Don Fowler, Co-ordinator,
17 Fifth Ave

3t. Thomas

Ontario

NS5R 4C2
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SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

1273%-52022
872-13544

1253-53303
127%-52267
1293-85030

1273-52729

1275-52383
1295-86841
1273-52785
832-41760

1293-92479
129%-86852
1253-53026
1293-85587
1293-86628

COOPER'S HAWK

745-02100
614-65337
745-03760

RED-TAILED HAWK

87T7-44965
8T77-25322
987-41551
877-27570

AMERICAN KESTREL

1363-67673

RECOVERIES

RECEIVED IN 1989

HY P 03-01-88
09-25-87

SY M 09-24-88
09-26-87

HY P 11-05-88
09-25-88

AHY P 11-26-88
09-30-87

AHY F 127 -g88
09-28-85

HY P 12-04-88
09-16-88

HY P 01- -89
09-11-88

HY P 03-11-89
09-07-87

HY T 04-19-89
09-23-88

HY M 05-01-89
09-13-86

HY P 05-01-89
09-01-85

ASY F 05-02-89
09-14-87

HY F 05-09-89
09-15-88

HY P 08-16-89
09-13-88

AHY P 08-27-89
09-24-86

AHY P 01-02-89
10-09-86

AHY M. 03-10-89
10-25-87

SY F 04-13-89
10-06-86

HY U 11-04-88
10-10-87

AHY U 01-27-89
#12-21-75

HY.U 04-07-89
10-30-88

AHY U 05-01-89
10-16-78
02-01+80

HY M 09- -88
09-15-87

found dead, Corbin, Kentucky

bander - Bill Read (000-0000}

shot, dead ,N-W. - Warren,Ontario

bander - Janet Snaith (462-0802)
injured, dead,Burlington, Kentucky

bander - Don Fowler (390-0844}
injured, dead, Ckiefland, Florida

bander - Sheila PFowler (293-0825)

found dead, Friendship, Virginia

bander - Bob Hubert (364-0814)

found dead, Capital Heights, Alabama

bander - Sheila Fowler (322-0861)

dead on h'way, nr. Londonderry, Ohio

bander - Bruce Dunean (391-0824)

found dead - Ironton, Ohio:

bander - George Leverton (38%-0824)
injured, dead,. Nevada, Ohio

bander - Don Fowler (404-0830)

found dead, unknown,DNR, Wisconsin

bander - Don Fowler (000-0000)

struck object, dead, Silver Creek, New York
bander - Don Fowler (423-0791)

struck object, dead, Silver Creek, New York
bander - Kevin Ferguson (423-0790)

struck object, dead, S. Traverse City, Mich.
bander - Kevin Perguson  (443-0853%)

found dead, Val D'or, Quebec

bander - Lawrence Sanders (480-0774)

found dead, Ieke Huron, Ontario

bander - Martin Wernaart (440—0814)7
found dead, Manuel, Texas
bander - Bob Hubert (292-0952)

dead on h'way, nr. Brantford, Ontario
bander - Ed Pietrzak (430-0801)
struck object, dead, Burlington, Ontario
bander « Janet Snaith (431-0794)

struck by car, dead, Aylmer, Ontario
bander - George Leverton (424-0805)
found dead, nr. Dutton,Ontario

bander - Craig Brown (423-0813%)
found dead, Belle River, Ontario
bander - Janet Snaith (421-0824)
dead on h'way, St.Clair River; Ontario
bander - Howard McCarthy (425-0822)
re-trapped at Toronto Intl.. Airport

unknown, El Salﬁador, Central America
bander - Bill Read (unknown)




RECOVERIES(cont, )

12-  _g8

1363-69075 HY F found dead, Germantown; Ohio
09-11-88 bander - Russ Chantler (393-0842)
137310311 L F 01- -89 caught in building, dead, Belmont, Ontario
05-31-88 bander - Marsh Field (425-0810)
1363-69072 HY ¥ 03-19-89 injured, dead,Ft. Wilton Beach, Floridsg
09-11-88 bander - Russ Chantler {302-0863%)
1363-28493 ° U M 04~ -89 found dead, Warsaw, Ontario
. 10-13-85 bander - Don Fowler (442-0780)
MERLIN
614-65370 AHY F  02-25-89 struck object, dead, Simcoe, Ontario
10-18-86 bander - Bruce Duncan (425-0801)
FOREIGN RETRAPS
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK
1273-52796 HY P 11-08-88 snared, ,released, Steel Btms.,, Kentucky
' 09-24-88 bander - Don Fowler (384-0844)
- 1293-91028 HY P 12-02-88 caught in building, released, Forest, lMiss.
09-11-83 bander - Don Fowler (322-0892)
1253.5%246 HY P 12-17-88 caught in building, %, Blissfield, Michigan
' 09-28-88 bhander - Lawrence Sanders (415-083%5)
1273-52487 HY P 10-07-89 retrapped nr. Dundee, Michigan
09-26-88 bander - Marsh TField (415-08%%)
COOPER'S HAWK
T45-21045 ASY F 04-02-89 retrapped, Greece, New York
10-07-88 bander - Sheila Fowler (431-0774)
RED-TAILED HAWK
877-44990 HY U 10-12-88 retrapped, Long Pt., Ontario
09-26-88 bander - Marsh Field (423-0800)
877-25928 HY U 10-25-88 retrapped, Palmerton, Pennsylvania
09-29-84 bander - Paul Leverton (404-0753%)
877-44801 HY U 03-14-89 retrapped, Lake City, Pennsylvania
10-29-83 bander - Bruce Duncan (420-0802)
AMERICAN KESTREL
1363-67194 L M 10-21-88 caught in building, %, nr. Shedden, Ontario
06-05-88 bander - Kevin Ferguson (424-0812)
137310566 L F '11-28-88 hand-caught, released, New Iberia,Louisiana
06~26-88 bander - Kevin Ferguson (300-0914)
We received Certificates of Appreciation for 3 of the 6 foreign

retraps sent to the banding office in 1988,
any information for Bill
- Don Fowler's,

We still didn't receive
Read's 1987 Red-tailed.or for 3 Sharp-shinneds
Bob Hubert's and Ed Pietrzakss - from 1988,




Certificates of Appreciation..

SEARP-SHINNED HAWK

133330869 HY F .09-13-88 banded in Ontario by Jon McCracken, LPBO
, 09-14-88 retrapped by Kevin Ferguson at Stat. 4
1383-73189 L U 07-05-88 banded in Ontario by Eric Machell, TBO
11-09-88 retrapped by Ed Pietrzak at Stat, 4

RED-TAILED HAWK

1387-11053* HY U 11-12-88 banded in Ontario by Jon lMeCracken, LPBO

11-12-88 retrapped by Janet Snaith at Stat. 7
*released at Long Point at 1130, retrapped at Hawk Cliff 1240 (pers-
onal communication)

We had 4 foreign retraps in 1989; 2 Sharp-shinned, 1 Red-tailed and
1 Kestrel.

There were 5 returns:to Hawk Cliff in 1989; 1 Sharp-shinned from
1986 and 1 from 1988 and a Cooper's Hawk from 1983,

Station repeats were; 5 Sharp-shinned, 1 Cooper's, % Merlin, 3 Red-
tailed and Kestrel.

Note: Foreign retraps are birds banded in a different location.
Returns are birds retrapped in the same location over 90
days later.
Repeats are birds retrapped in the same location within
89 days.




