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1992 NEWSLETTER

After being the top banding station in North America in 1991 by a
slight edge ( 3 more than Hawk Ridge at Duluth, Minnesota ), 1992
was quite a letdown. We banded 1055 less than last year at the
'Cliff' and overall we had 1170 less.

We started out well in January by banding 2 Screech Owls from wood duck
nest boxes plus 2 Red-tails and 3 American Kestrels which were trapped

on a bal-chatri. 1In March, Cyril Crocker caught a Screech Owl in one
of his Kestrel nest boxes.

The Kestrels begin returning in early March to occupy their nest sites
but it was soon apparent that something was amiss. There were no
Kestrels around to defend the boxes which the starlings were quick to
take advantage of. The first egg date is usually about April 15t and
banding takes place beginning the third week of May. It was June 6
before the first local (nestling) was banded and the last was on
August 16, very late indeed.

Total young banded was 37% less than the previous 4 years - 181 versus
the average 288. Reproduction hasn't been this low since 1982 (174).

Area # 2 wasn't monitored this year since Kevin Ferguson resigned and

no-one took over his nest box trail near Port Stanley. This affected

our output by 15 - 20 birds.

NESTBOX RESULTS

BANDER AREA # BOXES NESTLINGS BANDED AHY BANDED RETURNS
M F TOTAL M E M E
Crocker 1 29 27 25 3.2 - 4 - 2
Fowler 3 41 29 36 -65 2 4 1 3
Bowlby 4 25 25 18 43 2 7 - 2
Vandenbelt - i1 132 9 21 - - - -
106 93 88 181 4 15 1 7
On June 29 we banded 2 nestling Cooper's Hawks at Bill Corner's. Larry
Corner had reported a hawk nesting in a tree adjacent to his house and
Cyril Crocker checked it out. This was a first for us. Both birds
fledged successfully but did not move too far. One was retrapped
at # 5 Station at Hawk Cliff on August 31 and again at Station # 3
on September 12. The other Cooper's was retrapped at Station # 1 on
October 26.

Just one week after the last Kestrel nestling was banded, the first
migrating hawks were banded at Hawk Cliff - 2 Kestrels on August 23.

Although weather conditions were good, there was little migration
until September 5th when we banded 70 of the 752 hawks sighted -
mainly Sharp-shinned Hawks and American Kestrels. The flight died
the next day but Station # 7 reported a Lancaster bomber in reverse
migration and 2 Eastern Tailed Blue Butterflies. There were many
days when conditions were ideal but few hawks were moving. There
were only 5 days that we caught over 100 in September - 107 on the
11th, 129 on the 12th, 164 on the 19th, 152 on the 29th and 186 on
the 30th,

'

The first big Broad-winged flight of 6471 was on September 12 but
south winds moved the birds inland with some kettles reported 22




BRUCE DUNCAN AND JANET SNAITH
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kilometers to the north over the 401 highway. This was also the first
day of our annual Hawk Cliff Viewing Weekend(s). Hawks were available
in a good variety for only one of our two daily shows each day.

Bruce Duncan made the best of a poor situation by giving a:banding
demonstration with the only hawk he had to show. Mark Bacro, Russ
Chantler, Cyril Crocker, Marsh Field, Bob Hubert and Janet Snaith
gave the other demonstrations.

A cold front on September 23 produced the first major flight of
Turkey Vultures and a second rush of Broad-winged Hawks.

Some mysterious type of predator(s) struck our small lure bird pens
which were found empty on the 24th gven though they were still locked.
It turned sunny and warm at the Cliff by mid-afternoon on the 26th

for the best banding of the year - the exchange of wedding bands
between Bruce Duncan and Janet Snaith. It was a perfect location

for these two dedicated Hawk Cliff banders and naturalists to be
married - so dedicated, in fact, that they requested the entire

group including the minister to wear binoculars. Just prior to the
ceremony, a Peregrine Falcon flew past the group gathered to witness
the wedding - not a flock of doves but a good luck symbol nonetheless!

In all their years at Hawk Cliff, neither Bruce nor Janet have caught
an endangered species i.e. a Peregrine. On the first day of their
honeymoon (spent at Hawk Cliff, of course), Bruce caught his first
Peregrine - an HY male. Although no photographs exist showing Bruce
with his prize, we believe him. Marriage certainly changed his luck.
He should have been married sooner. And now for that eagle in '93,
Bruce and Janet !

The improved banding on the last two days of the month brought our: poor
September totals up to average.

The first three days of October were exceptional; 272 hawks were banded
including the first Goshawk of the fall. Station # 7 trapped 7 of the
15 Merlins they sighted including 3 AHY F on the 2nd . gp the 3rd
Station # 5 caught Hawk Cliff's first AHY Peregrine as well as a young
Peregrine. Mike Furber and Mark Bacro also caught one: at Station|#:.6.
and then stayed on for the evening to bownet a Great Horned Owl at.1840.

For the following two weeks, the banders might as well have stayed at
home but , unfortunately, both Bruce Duncan and Cyril Crocker spénboocied
their vacation at Hawk Cliff. Nets were set up for owls and on the

6th we caught one lone Saw-whet. Later in the month Mark Bacro lured

a Screech Owl into the net with his call.

Rain and poor weather from the 14th to the 16th was followed by a good
steady flight for the last half of the month. The majority of the
Goshawks were banded during this period and our only major Red-tailed
flight occurred on the 25th,

The first snow on October 19 brought the biggest daily flight of
Turkey Vultures - 1345. That same day Cyril was amazed to see a low

kettle of 5 Golden Eagles just over the Water Resources building as he
was leaving the Cliff around 5 p.m.
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Association of North America in care of Dick Benoit for their fall
migration report and to Ron Weir, the Ontario editor for American
Birds. After 10 years, Ron is giving up the editorship and another
Ron is taking it over - Ron Ridout. Our best to both Rons for their
past and future efforts.

In reference to our migration count, we owe special thanks to Marjorie
Bowlby who co-ordinates and consolidates the counts from the observers
at the Hawk Cliff road. These totals are used to augment the more
limited counts we are able to make from the confines of the banding
stations. We appreciate this record-keeping and sharing of results
for inclusion in these important North American reports.

We were visited by personnel from both the Parry Sound and Simcoe
Districts of the Ministry of Natural Resources who wished to increase
their skills in raptor identification. We are also supporting the Min-
istry in their effort to rehabilitate the Bobwhite Quail in South-
western Ontario in partnership with the Ontario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters and private sponsorships.

We wish to acknowledge the support of the James L. Baillie Memorial
Fund of Long Point Bird Observatory and the Community .Wildlife
Involvement Program.of the Ministry of Natural Resources. The grants
were used to purchase trapping and banding materials and supplies for
use in our long term study of raptors and their migration.

As 1993 will mark the 25th anniversary of the banding station, it is
appropriate that we mark the occasion with a new co-ordinator. At the
November dinner meeting of the Hawk Banders, Don Fowler announced that
after 13 years he was stepping down as co-ordinator. Since that time
Bob Hubert has agreed to take over that responsibility as of January,
1993.

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ivan, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ward, and the Elgin Area
Water Systems have again allowed us to conduct our banding operation
on their properties over the past year and we thank them for their
generosity. . .
Don Fowler,Co-ordinator,

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station
17 Fifth Ave.

St. Thomas, Ont.

N5R 4C2
The following banders and assistants participated this year.
G. Bowlby D. Fowler G. Hubert
M. Bowlby S. Fowler L. Sanders
M. Bacro M. Furber E. Pietrzak
R. Chantler G. Leverton D. Rayner
€. Crocker P. Leverton J. Snaith
B._Duncan R. Leverton D. Tarry
M. Field B. Hubert M. Wernaart

H.C.R.B.S. received donations from the following:

W. Read J. Wilson

C. Crocker P. Roberts

D. Fowler S.T.F«N. Club

M. Bacro - O.M.N.R. Baillie Memorial Fund - L.P.B.O.
B. Duncan - J. Snaith cC.W.I.P. - O.M.N.R. .

- B. Charriére Viewing Weekend audience




CERTIFICATES OF APPRECTIATION

(Banded birds retrapped at Hawk Cliff)
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK

833-21600 HY F 09-17-91 banded at Long Point Bird Observatory,Ontario
09-19-91 retrapped by Martin Wernaart

1343-42583 SY F 05-10-91 banded at Port Huron, Michigan
09-25-91 retrapped by Bob Hubert

1373-00590 HY F 09-25-91 banded at Long Point Bird Observatory, Ontario
09-26-91 retrapped by George Leverton

1383-74841 HY F 09-20-90 banded at Long Point Bird Observatory, Ontario
09-27-91 retrapped by Ed Pietrzak

1293-59451 HY F 09-15-90 banded in New Jersey
10-02-91 retrapped by Bruce Duncan

1383-70443 HY F 10-06-90 banded in Ontario:
10-08-91 retrapped by Ed Pietrzak

1273-53468 HY F 10-07-91 banded at Long Point Bird Observatory, Ontario
10-08-91 retrapped by Lawrence Sanders

COQPER'S HAWK

745-68255 SY F 05-01-86 banded in New:York:::
10-06-91 retrapped by Bob Hubert

745-01282 HY F 10-11-82 banded in Ontario
10-07-91 retrapped by Marsh Field

614-85806 HY M 10-07-89 banded at Long Point Bird Observatory, Ontario
10-13-91 retrapped by Don Fowler

614-76107 HY M 10-19-90 banded in New Jersey
10-13-91 retrapped by Janet Snaith

745-61701 SY F 04-06-91 banded in Ohio
10-19-91 retrapped by Bruce Duncan

1204-03415 ASY M 04-16-90 banded in New York
10-19-91 retrapped by Bruce Duncan

745-68234 SY F 04-25-86 banded in New York
10-29-91 retrapped by Bob Hubert

RED-TATLED HAWK

1387-47967 HY U 08-10-91 banded in New York
10-12-91 retrapped by Bruce Duncan

1387-11987 HY U 10-19-91 banded at Long:Point Bird Observatory, Ontario
10-19-91 retrapped by Janet Snaith

877-71837 AHY U 01-21-91 banded at Avian Care & Research Foundation,Ont.
11-11-91 retrapped by Cyril Crocker

AMERICAN KESTREL

1143-65307 L F 06-15-91 banded at Toronto Bird Observatory, Ontario
08-31-91 retrapped by Martin Wernaart

1213-75159 AHY M 07-25-91 banded at Vineland Station, Ontario
09-25-91 retrapped by Lawrence Sanders

1363-28141 L U 06-30-91 banded near Lively, Ontario
09-29-91 retrapped by Don Fowler

FOREIGN RETRAPS

In 1992, we retrapped 11 raptors which were banded elsewhere - 2 Cooper's,

1 Kestrel and 8 Sharp-shins.

RETURNS

We retrapped 5 birds which we had banded previously - 4 Sharp-shins and

1 Cooper's.



