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Project Summary

The primary objective of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is to trap and band raptors during their
fall migration at Hawk Cliff in order to add to the body of scientific knowledge. With that as a base, we
undertake a number of projects that compliment that primary objective.

During fall banding, we undertake a project to color band the Peregrine Falcons that we trap. Color
bands allow reliable identification of an individual bird, from a distance, giving a higher rate of information
return than birds with traditional bands alone.

As well, we have undertaken a Saw-whet Owl banding program to monitor their fall migration at Hawk
Cliff.

In the fall, we support an education program, whereby we show captive birds to the public during two
weekends in September. We explain how to identify one from the other, their individual characteristics,
and their benefits. We also explain the advantages and benefits of the banding program.

Through the summer, several members monitor American Kestrel nest box trails and undertake banding
of the young from the nest.

With the support of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, members band raptors released from
rehab and hacking programs.

Coordinator: Cyril Crocker

Cover Photo
Golden Eagle-photo Ron Ridout
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Season Summary

This season, without a doubt, will be remembered as the year of “where are the hawks”. It will go
into the record books as our worse year since 1971.The poor migration cannot be blamed on the
weather or wind direction as overall it was much the same as 2007. It most certainly had everything
to do with the spring nesting period. We experienced a long cool and wet spring across Ontario and
Quebec resulting in very poor nesting successes. Most areas of Canada had similar reports. Our
total catch this year of 978 represents a little over 39% of our 20-year average of 2,482.

Monthly Summary

September

The season was doomed right from the start. The month started very slowly and did not improve at
all. Only 586 birds banded, (1.07 per hour), which is a 50% drop from our average for this month.
Wind direction may have contributed somewhat to the poor migration.

Wind direction percentages were as follows: Easterly- 40.9%, Northerly- 31.8%, Southerly- 18.2%,
and Westerly- 9.1%.

October

This month saw a continuation of the poor migration. Only 294 birds banded (0.57 birds per hour).
This is a 51% drop from our average for the month. The only highlight of the month was our first
Golden Eagle of the year banded by Don Fowler at station 5.

Wind direction percentages were as follows: Northerly- 46.2%, Easterly- 19.2%, Westerly- 19.2%,
and Southerly- 15.4%.

November

November was a disaster as far as numbers are concerned. Only 69 birds banded, (0.26 birds per
hour), a 67% drop from our average. Winter settled in around mid month with snow and cold
temperatures. We expected large numbers of migrant red-tailed and rough-legged because of the
cold temperatures and snow on the ground but the migration did not materialize. Don Fowler came
through again at station 5 catching his second Golden Eagle of the year. This ties our Golden Eagle
catch per station/per year record set by station 3 last year.

Wind direction percentages were as follows: Westerly- 42.9%, Southerly- 28.6%, Northerly- 19.0%
and Easterly- 9.5%.

December

Due to the poor migration, stations 3, 6 and 7 closed for the

year. Winter had really settled in with lots of snow on the

ground and very cold temperatures. Stations 1, 4, and 5 remained
open and managed to band 21 birds, (0.25 birds per hour).
December is typically a poor month but still we saw a 61% drop
from our average. Wind direction likely contributed to the poor
migration.

Wind direction percentages were as follows: Southerly- 42.1%,
Northerly- 26.3%, Westerly- 26.3% and Easterly- 5.3%.

Rough-legged in flight
Photo: Pat Fowler




Species Summary
Falcons

These birds tend to migrate through hugging the shoreline at very low altitudes. Station 5, our lake
station, bands the majority of falcons due to its location right on the lake edge.

American Kestrel

This past year we witnessed a continuation of declining Kestrel migrants. Our total of 258 is well
below our twenty-year average of 552. Kestrels are early migrants with the majority, (90%), moving
through in September. Station 5 banded 67 % of our total.

Merlin

As with other species, Merlin numbers were down. This year we banded only 27, which is well below
our 20-year average of 43. Like the American Kestrel, the major flight of Merlin move through in
September (85%).

Station 5 banded 50% of our total.

Peregrine
This year we banded 2, which is a 50% drop from our 20-year average of 4.
Station 1 and 5 banded one each and shared in the glory.

Accipiter

The vast majority migrate over a stretch of forest running east and west for a few miles. We call this
stretch of forest Accipiter Ally. Typically, Stations 1 and 4 band the majority of these birds because
of their proximity to this forest. This year the accipiter numbers crashed. Altogether, our total of 541
birds represented about a 62% drop from our 20-year average of 1,420.

Sharp-shinned hawk

Sharp-shinned numbers accounted for our biggest loss this year. Our total of only 477 is our worse
since 1973 (446) and represents a 62% drop in numbers versus our 20-year average of 1,269.
Sharp-shinned hawks account for 80% of our total annual numbers and when they do not show up,
our numbers drop significantly.

Stations 4 led with 27% of our total followed by station 1 with 21%.

Coopers hawk

Coopers, like the others were well below in numbers. Our 61 is well below our 20-year average of
133. Our 52 banded in September and October represents 85% of our total for the year.

Station 1 banded 28% of our total followed by Station 4 with 20%.

Goshawk

These birds are very unpredictable when it comes to migrating through Hawk CIiff. Our best years
were 1981 and 1995 when we banded 48 each year. In our area, Goshawks seem to have a ten-
year migration cycle. Our last big migration was back in 2002 .This year we banded 3, which is well
below our 20-year average of 18.

Stations 1 caught two with station 4 catching one.



Buteos

Broad-winged hawk

This year we did not catch a broad-winged hawk but this is normal for us. These birds migrate
through Hawk Cliff at very high altitudes and are very seldom down low enough. Our 20-year
average is 1.

Red-shouldered hawk
The population seems to be stabilizing after many years in decline. This year we had no luck in
catching one and this is unusual. Our 20-year average is 9.

Red-tailed hawk

This was our worst year since 1970 (71). Next to Sharp-shinned hawks, red-tails account for a major
portion of our annual total. This year we only managed to catch 81 birds, which is a 75% drop in
numbers from our 20-year average of 318.

Station 1 banded 43% of our total followed by station 4 and 5 each with 16%.

Rough-I| hawk

Rough-legged hawks are late migrants in our area. Their numbers seem to correlate with winter
weather conditions. They do not migrate through this area in large numbers hence our banding
totals are very small. This was the only species whose numbers remained constant .We managed to
capture and band 5, not quite as good as last year (6) but still better than our 20-year average of 3.
Our record for a single season is 10 back in the years 1991 and 1994.

Northern Harrier

This year was really a disappointment. We only managed to band 62 Harriers, which was a sharp
drop from our total of 220 last year. This disappointing number is a 51% drop from our 20-year
average of 126 and the worse we have seen since 1996 (40). Migrant harriers tend to follow the lake
edge, which would explain Station 5 banding the vast majority with 74% of our total.

Eagles

Bald and Golden Eagle numbers are increasing every year. Golden eagle numbers were especially
high with a number of stations reporting a number of responses and near misses. Station 5 caught
two this year, which ties the record, set by Station 3 last year.

Eye Photos

We pride ourselves on identifying, sexing and aging birds in hand. How good are we when there is
only a portion of the bird revealed? The following are photos of raptor eyes taken by Pat Fowler.
Answers are on last page.

Photo B



Peregrine Recovery

We received a recovery of one of our color banded Peregrine Falcons.
It was found dead, on the weekend of October 11, 2008 by a ranger

at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park and reported by Elizabeth
Golden the park’s biologist. Elizabeth guessed that it had died from a
collision, since it had been found adjacent to a power pole and wires.
Due to the configuration of the wires, she doubted it had been
electrocuted.

This bird was banded at Hawk Cliff on September 27, 2006 by

Russ Chantler at station 5 as a HY female. Oddly enough it was caught
again, at station 1 just eight minutes after it was released at station 5.
We began color-banding peregrines in 1999 to aide in identifying

our banded peregrines from a distance. This is our first recovery

of one of our color-banded peregrines, unfortunately it met an untimely
death. Photo- Pat Fowler

rvation mm

Species August September October November December
Turkey Vulture 0 198 21,490 377 0
Osprey 1 199 12 1 0
Bald Eagle 2 142 100 27 5
Golden Eagle 0 0 115 105 2
Northern Harrier 0 312 287 84 10
Sharp-shinned 2 4,855 3,528 170 3
Coopers 0 55 164 61 2
Northern Goshawk 0 0 7 16 0
Red-shouldered 0 0 370 205 0
Broad-winged 8 100,334 12 0 0
Red-tailed 2 4 1,887 2,268 32
Rough-legged 0 0 23 18 0
Swainson’s 0 0 0 1 0
American Kestrel 16 2,404 1,374 3 0
Merlin 0 74 27 3 0
Peregrine falcon 0 28 22 0 0
Total 31 108,605 29,418 3,339 54

August, September, October and November observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals of
the Hawk Cliff Foundation. December results are observations from the banding stations only.
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission of the Hawk Cliff Foundation ( www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff)

Observation Comparisons: 2007 versus 2008 (Sharp-shinned and Red-tailed hawks)

September  October November December
Sharp-shinned (2007) 9,441 6,971 226 3
Red-tailed (2007) 47 3,297 7,655 475




American Kestrel Nest Box Trail

The American Kestrel is in deep trouble and our nest box program

is reflecting this. Their numbers are in deep decline and no one seems to
know exactly why. Our totals have been in decline since 1991 with 282 banded.

Our occupancy is only 50% of our historical average and banded young for 2008 is only 26% of our
1991 total and 60% of our 10-year average.

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail
Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns
Banders \ Area \ Boxes | Male \ Female \ Total | Male \ Female | Male \ Female
Crocker | #1 | 25 [ 18| 12 [ 3 | 1 | 2 | |
lzawa | #3 | 16 | 1 [ 1] | | |
Fowler | #4 | 21 11 | 11 [ 22 ] 2 | | 1]
Total Boxes 62
Total Banded 29 24 53 3 2 1
% of total banded were male young % of total banded were female young
54.7% 45.3%

Studies are underway to try to understand the reason(s) behind this. Here in this area of Ontario, we
have noticed fewer kestrels returning from their wintering grounds. This is the major contributor to
loss of nestling production. The reason could be, as numbers decline, kestrels do not need to
migrate as far north to find suitable nesting sites.

In Memory

Mary Sanders passed away on January 23, 2009. Her husband, Lawrence Sanders, a long-time
bander at Hawk Cliff, predeceased her. Mary was always interested in Hawk CIiff, attended our
events, and kept in touch with many of the banders.



2008 Foreign Recoveries, Foreign Retraps, Returns and Repeats

By Sheila Fowler

Sharp-shinned Hawk

1583-85556 HY
00
1212-65030 HY
00
1583-85492 HY
00
1613-39512 HY
00
1333-23444 HY
00
1583-85296 HY
14

Cooper’s Hawk

1204-30374 HY
00

745-78280 HY
45

745-78206 HY
13

Northern Goshawk

1126-04010 HY
03

Red-Tailed Hawk

1177-33062 HY
00

1807-98330 HY
14

1687-11290 HY
50

Foreign Recoveries

02-02-08
09-22-07

12-28-08
09-10-04

01-07-08
09-15-07

02-24-08
11-11-07

03-27-08
09-28-03

05-05-08
09-18-07

08-15-07
10-13-04

12-10-07
09-28-07

12-20-07
09-23-07

11-02-07
10-29-07

- - 06
12-20-05

11-23-07
10-28-02

11-29-07
11-12-07

found dead, Norwalk, Ohio
Charlie Fowler 411-0823

found dead, 15mi., NE of Covington, Louisiana
Gary Hubert 303-0895

found dead, near Purvis, Mississippi
Bob Hubert 310-0892

found dead, Romulus, Michigan
Charlie Fowler 421-0832

found dead, Lakeland, Florida
George Prieksaitis 280-0815

struck by car, dead, Reaboro, Ontario
Cyril Crocker 441-0783

found dead, Belwood, Ontario
Bob Hubert 434-0801

dead on highway, near London, Ontario
Don Fowler 430-0811

struck object, dead, Burlington Beach, Ontario
Cyril Crocker 431-0794

caught due to injury, dead, Holly, Michigan
Bob Hubert 424-0833

found dead, near Brighton, Ontario
Bob Hubert 440-0774

struck by car, dead, Sombra, Ontario
Mark Bacro 424-0822

band on skeleton near Morpeth, Ontario
Gary Hubert 422-0815



Red-Tailed Hawk-continued

1177-33284 HY U 11-30-07 struck by car, dead, I-275 near U.S. #24,
Michigan

14 11-15-07 Bob Hubert 420-0832
1687-11224 HY U 12-07-07 found dead near Cullman, Alabama

00 11-03-07 Charlie Fowler 341-0865
1687-18034 HY U 12-24-07 band on skeleton, near North Woodslee, Ontario

50 11-18-07 Cyril Crocker 421-0824
1177-33254 HY U 12-31-07 struck by car, dead, near Essex, Ontario

14 11-10-07 Russ Chantler 421-0825
1387-30113 HY U 01-11-08 found dead near Uxbridge, Ontario

00 09-27-97 Marsh Field 440-0790
1687-11219 HY U 02-02-08 dead on highway, Saint Marys, West Virginia

45 11-01-07 Don Fowler 393-0811
1687-18085 HY U 02-21-08 found dead, Windsor, Ontario

00 12-01-07 Cyril Crocker 421-0825
1687-18058 HY U 03-30-08 band on skeleton, Rondeau P.Park, Ontario

50 11-23-07 Bob Hubert 421-0815
1387-28043 HY U 04-18-08 found dead, London, Ontario

00 09-27-01 Jim lzawa 430-0811
1177-33290 AHY U 04-28-08 dead on highway, Tecumseh, Michigan

45 11-16-07 Gary Hubert 420-0835
1177-33142 HY U 05-09-08 dead on highway, Fair Haven, Michigan

45 09-15-07 Gary Hubert 424-0823
877-46132 HY U 09-09-08 dead on highway, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania

45 10-03-87 Don Fowler 400-0763
1387-25813 HY U 11-06-08 dead on highway, Fayette, Ohio

45 09-12-92 Bruce Duncan 414-0842

Rough-Leqged Hawk

1687-11160 AHY M 09- -07 injured on highway, dead, Forest, Ontario
45 09-23-07 Cyril Crocker — Bluewater Rehab
1687-11168 HY M 04-16-08 found dead, Bright's Grove, Ontario

00 12-13-05 Bob Hubert 430-0821



American Kestrel

1143-71839 L M 09-20-08 band number only, no info., Port Stanley,
Ontario
98 05-25-90 Cyril Crocker 424-0811
2003-45688 L F 06-19-07 found dead, near St.Thomas, Ontario
00 06-03-07 Cyril Crocker 424-0811
1523-84375 U M 12-18-07 found dead, Calhoun, Kentucky
00 09-10-07 Jim lzawa 373-0871
2003-45710 HY M 12-30-07 found dead, Columbia, Kentucky
00 09-10-06 Charlie Fowler 371-0851
1523-84117 HY M 02-22-08 found dead, Westville, Florida
00 09-10-06 Don Fowler 304-0855
1523-84541 HY F 03-03-08 caught in building, dead, Knoxville Junction
Tennessee
21 09-06-07 Don Fowler 355-0843

Foreign Retraps

American Kestrel

1523-85071 HY M 12-27-07 retrapped, alive and released, Ovett, Mississippi
89 09-29-07 Don Fowler 312-0890

Northern Saw-Whet Owl

614-98114 AHY U 10-27-06 retrapped, alive and released, Vicksburg,
Michigan
89 03-06-06 Charlie Fowler- Bluewater Rehab  420-0853

Certificate of Appreciation
(banded birds retrapped at Hawk CIiff)

Sharp-shinned Hawk

1523-53397 SY F 04-22-01 banded at Braddock Bay B.O., New York
89 09-30-08 retrapped by Charlie Fowler

1232-22664 HY M 09-16-07 banded at Long Point B.O., Ontario
89 09-16-07 retrapped by Cyril Crocker

We have not received Certificates for five other foreign retraps:
1-Merlin, 1-American Kestrel, 1- Red-tailed hawk and 2- Sharp-shinned hawks.



Returns
(Hawk Cliff banded birds)

There were 3- Sharp-shinned hawks, which returned to Hawk Cliff and were caught again. One was
banded in 2004, one in 2006 and the third in 2007. An adult male American Kestrel was road-
trapped in February 2008 and returned over three months later to be caught in a nest-box. An
Eastern Screech Owl banded in March of 2002 returned in April 2008 and was caught in a nest-box.

Repeats

There were only two repeats this year. We banded and then retrapped a Sharp-shinned hawk and a
Rough-legged hawk.

“WE’RE GOING TO BE 40 “
2009 marks our 40™ anniversary. Our banding program began in 1969 and has seen many changes
as well as migrants since then. There will be a special anniversary edition newsletter to celebrate

this occasion. Don and Sheila Fowler, along with Bob Hubert have been banding since the
beginning of the Hawk ClIiff Banding Station and will have some very interesting stories to tell.
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Answers from eye photos

Photo A: Golden Eagle-HY
Photo B: Cooper’'s Hawk-HY
Photo C: Red-tailed Hawk-HY
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Merlin
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1989-2008
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