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This year we are celebrating our 25th Anniversary of raptor 
banding at Hawk Cliff. Members, and some honoured guests, met 
for a special evening on November 20th at the Talbot Study for a 
lovely meal followed by a slide presentation by Marshall Field. 
The slides showed how others aged much faster than ourselves! 

Unfortunately, some of our members were not available to take 
part in the celebration. Land owner, Steve Ivan and his wife, 
Mary were unable to attend because of illness. We were pleased 
to have land owner Bob Ward and his wife Eleanor attend as well 
as Ron Hillman and his wife Ruth representing the Elgin Area 
Water Systems. Pud Hunter and his wife Mary Anne and Gary Zacker 
and his wife Judith were guests from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 

Slides of the first hawk trap that failed to take a hawk brought 
back some old memories. We reminisced about our first bow nets 
powered by rat traps used to carry the bow over. If a red tail 
was caught in the bow net, it could easily lift the net and walk 
out. We then put a door closer on the ground to hold the bow 
down when activated. Things eventually fell in place, however, 
with the acquisition of new springs specially made for our use. 

Attached to this report is one compiled by Marshall Field and 
prepared by Bruce Duncan that tells of our early beginnings. 

A good thing about a poor year such as 1992 is that we can be 
elated with our numbers of 1993. 

During the winter 13 screech owls were banded that were occupying 
wood duck nest boxes, and 3 more were banded by Mark Bacro and in 
July Cyril Crocker was able to band 6 young marsh hawks. 

There was a slight improvement over 1992 in the Kestrel nest box 
program. The interference of starlings competing for the nest 
boxes, however is still a major concern. 



Nest lings Banded AHY Returns 
Bander Area #Boxes M F Total M_____E M F 
Crocker 1 29 29 30 68 1 4 
Fowler 3 41 49 34 83 1 7 
Bowlby 4 25 11 19 30 0 7 1 
Vandenbelt 4 11 12 11 23 0 1 

Don Fowler banded l 1 4 5 for Glenn Williams 
Total 107 102 107 209 2 19 1 

Grant Bowlby found a AHY F Kestrel in box number 13. The Kestrel 
was banded with band 1363-69306 as an AHY Fin 1989. 

While checking his Kestrel box nest trail on July 17th, Don 
Fowler found a female wood duck in one of the boxes with 4 eggs 
and the down pulled. Unfortunately the eggs did not hatch as the 
female deserted. What was most interesting was the fact that the 
female was able to squeeze through a 3"x3" opening in the kestrel 
box. To make the situation even more interesting was the fact 
that the nest box was not near water. 

Activity at the Cliff started early in preparation of a new 
banding station to replace the deteriorating #6. On May 1st, 
Mark Bacro was to deliver the banding station that had been used 
by the Long Point handers for raptors. The raptor banding was to 
be discontinued by Long Point so it was donated to Hawk Cliff. 
Mark was a little behind schedule as he had an accident while 
working with a jack to manipulate the building. The jack slipped 
and the handle struck Mark in the face. The cut eventually 
required several stitches to close. Although Mark had a very 
sore face, he realized how lucky he was that the handle had not 
struck him in the temple. 

With the help of many supervisors in attendance the station went 
into place with no further problems. 

In early August Gary and Bob 
Bruce Howe's for cow birds. 
supply of lure birds for the 

Hubert moved the lure bird trap to 
It appeared there would be an ample 
opening migration of hawks. 

The final preparation for all stations was drawing to an end by 
August 21st. Two stations were in operation on August 21st as 
Bob Hubert caught 2 kestrels at #1 station and Don Fowler caught 
a kestrel at #6 and the first sharp shin on August 28th. Mark 
Bacro caught the first red tail of the season at the new #6 
station. The trapping of 2 red tails in August was not an 
indication of an abundance of red tails. 
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On August 29th handers found that the small lure bird pen had 
been vandalized by removing a large portion of the wire mesh from 
the south end of the pen. The door hasp on the large pen was 
pulled off and the door propped open allowing all the birds to 
escape. An ample supply of lure birds was needed! 

On August 29th as well, Don Fowler caught an Eastern Kingbird in 
the mist net that was being chased by a male kestrel. Fortunately 
for Don the kestrel also went in to the net while pursuing its 
prey! 

September proved to be a good month for the handers. There was a 
good flight of sharp shinned hawks although a large flight of 
broad winged hawks was not witnessed nor was there a large 
migration inland. Ospreys showed a good increase in their 
numbers. 

There was a mixture of clear and overcast days early in September 
with strong south winds that are usually predominant at this time 
of year. 

There were more Peregrines observed in September this year. In 
comparison 64 were sighted in 1993, 34 in 1992 and 16 in 1991. 

On September 6th with a SSW wind Don Fowler had a peregrine 
interrupt his lunch as he was about to eat. The peregrine came 
in low over the brow of the hill in line with the starling and 
cow bird and went directly into the mist net. This was the first 
of 4 Peregrines to be banded at #5 station in 1993. 

As usual, two Hawk Cliff Weekends in conjunction with the St. 
Thomas Field Naturalists and the Ministry of Natural Resouces, 
were held on September 11th and 12th and again on September 18th 
and 19th. For the September 11th morning display, Bob Hubert had 
a male and female Kestrel, male and female hatching year 
sharpshin plus an AHY sharp shin. In the afternoon Russ Chantler 
had a male and female sharp shin, male and female kestrel, 1 
broadwing hawk and 1 harrier. On September 12th in the morning, 
Cyril Crocker had a harrier, 2 merlin, male and female kestrel 
and a sharp shin. In the afternoon, Russ Chantler showed 1 
female sharp shin and 1 kestrel. 

On September 18th the viewing crowd of about 50 at Hawk Cliff 
were treated to several broad wings kettling against a blue sky. 
In the morning, Mark Bacro had male and female harriers, male and 
female sharp shin and male and female kestrels. In the 
afternoon, Russ Chantler had male and female sharp shin, male and 
female kestrels and the crowd pleaser, a red tail. Sunday 
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morning the show concluded with Cyril Crocker displaying birds 
while in the afternoon Bruce Duncan was on hand to give an 
interesting demonstration. Although the crowds were lower in 
attendance, all seemed genuinely enthused with the presentations 
on the two weekends. 

On September 26 following an all night rain there was some 
clearing by noon but a strong 35KPH wind continued throughout the 
day and peregrines flew along the cliff. Seven peregrines were 
seen at the #5 station with 6 of the 7 showing interest in the 
lure bird. At 1157 a peregrine made several passes at the lure 
but was chased away by a second peregrine that was eventually 
caught and banded. After the bird was banded and released at 
1215 it was retrapped by Mark Bacro at 1235. 

October 1st was a day most banders would stay home because of the 
rain but Don Fowler had just officially retired and had taken up 
up residence at his new address: Station #5, Hawk Cliff. He 
sighted only one peregrine but the bird responded well and Don 
was able to bow net this young male bird. Don noted the bird 
called loudly and made a hissing sound similar to one caught 
earlier. 

On the 2nd of October there was a good migration of hawks 
although red tails were not seen in large numbers. 

October 6 produced a north wind in the morning that led to a good 
migration but eventually swung to the south west. During the 
morning Don had a peregrine come to him from the north. On the 
second response he was able to catch and band the female 
peregrine. 

At 1150 the same day, Bob Hubert had an adult male Coopers come 
onto the starling. It released the starling and stood looking at 
it but with some teasing eventually grabbed it. Just as it was 
moved into position but before the bow net could be released it 
left but to the delight of Bob a female peregrine was on the 
starling and he was able to bow net her. That was his first 
peregrine falcon! 

November proved to be a slow month and if it hadn't been for the 
good flight on the first day the month's numbers would have been 
poor. There were 283 red tails sighted by the handers on that 
day and Marsh Field was fortunate in banding 19 of them. 

Marsh was working his lure bird when he sighted a Golden Eagle 
with its wings set responding to the lure. Unfortunately a red 
tail also spotted the lure and was on it before the Golden Eagle 
could light. It is disappointing when you miss a chance at a 
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Golden Eagle but if you catch a red tail in its place the pain is 
somewhat eased. However, in this case the red tail that Marsh 
caught in place of the eagle was one that he had banded earlier 
in the day. Better luck next time, Marsh! 

At station #1 in November there were numerous red tails that 
would respond from a great distance but then sit in the nearest 
tree near the lure but fail to come down. A frustrating time! 

On November 9 a young red tail came from the north of station #1 
on a long stoop. It passed over the lure and sat in a tree on 
the north side. Moments later an adult came directly in from the 
west but sat in a tree behind the station. The adult flew to the 
lure on the south set and immediately the young red tail to the 
north decided it also wanted the lure. The adult stepped away 
as the young red tail mantled the lure. The adult moved forward 
to the centre of the bow net along with the young red tail and 
Gary Hubert activated the bow net catching both hawks at once. 
Two at one blow! 

Word was out that Don Fowler would be away birding in the Niagara 
district near the end of November so it was certain one of those 
days would produce a migration. This prediction proved to be 
true as November 25th produced a good flight of hawks. 

Members were saddened in late November at the passing of one of 
their handers, Doug Tarry. Doug had been a bander since 1975 and 
although he had been unable to band during 1993 because of a busy 
work schedule, he will be missed as a bander and as a friend. 
We are grateful for the contribution he made while banding at #6 
station. 

December was an exasperating month as there were several days 
when the conditions for migration were good but no hawks flew. 
The majority of the days had south winds which did not help our 
cause. There were 4 stations operational until Don and Sheila 
Fowler joined the migration and went south in mid December, 
leaving 3 stations in operation. 

There was a small migration of red tails on December 14th but 
although in good position they did not respond. 

On December 14, 1992, a male black throated blue warbler came to 
the bird feeder located at #1 station. On December 14, this 
year, a female black throated blue warbler appeared at the feeder 
and remained until December 26th, the day before the Christmas 
bird count. 

In retrospect the banding season was a very good one and we all 
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look forward to 1994. 

As I come to the end of my first year as co-ordinator, I would 
like to thank Don Fowler for leaving the records and pertinent 
data so well organized. It is only after you take over a job 
from someone do you realize the amount of work involved in 
keeping things running smoothly. Dealing with a calculator that 
wouldn't give the same total twice running is also another thing 
you have to learn to deal with! Thanks, too, to Sheila Fowler 
for continuing to look after the banding schedules, the ordering 
of bands and the money. 

Hawk Cliff handers are indebted to Grant and Marge Bowlby, not 
only for their assistance in kestrel nesting banding, but in 
monitoring the hawk count at the Cliff during September and 
October. This data is an important part of North American 
records and their dedication to this task is invaluable. Thanks 
as well to the other hawk watchers who spend day after day 
looking skyward and recording counts. 

To the raptor banders I am grateful for your co-operation in 
having all records accurate and ready at each month end. This 
helped to make my job easier. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ivan, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ward, and the Elgin 
Area Water Systems have again allowed us to conduct our banding 
operation on their properties and we thank them for their 
generosity. 

The following 
G. Bowlby 
M. Bowlby 
M. Bacro 
E. Bacro 
R. Chantler 
C. Crocker 
B. Duncan 
M. Field 

Robert Hubert, 
10 Paulson Court, 
ST. THOMAS, Ontario. 
NSR 1M9 

handers and 
D. Fowler 
S. Fowler 

assistants participated 
G Mulawka 

M. Furber 
B. Hubert 
G. Hubert 
G. Leverton 
R. Leverton 
P. Leverton 

E. Pietrzak 
D. Rayner 
W. Reid 
L. Sanders 
J. Snaith 
M. Wernaart 
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1993 Banding by Month 
GOB~ Am. Bd. Red. Sc. 

stn Hwk SS Coop R.T Har. Per. Merl Kes. WngShd. Owl Tot. Dys Hrs. 
Winter 16 16 
Nestling5 6 230 236 
Tot 6 230 16 252 
Aug==================================================================-===--=-
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 3.00 
5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 7 4 20.50 
6 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 9 1 10.00 
Tot O 2 0 2 0 0 0 14 0 0 O 18 6 33.50 

Sept 
1 472 18 8 6 0 11 90 0 0 0 605 26 145.00 
3 210 6 2 1 0 0 12 1 0 0 232 11 84.50 
4 347 11 8 4 0 4 11 0 0 0 385 21 103.50 
5 259 4 1 21 2 8 355 0 0 0 650 21 170.00 
6 93 4 1 2 0 2 43 0 0 0 145 18 101.25 
7 51 7 19 4 0 1 16 0 0 0 98 9 39.50 
Tot 1432 50 39 38 2 26 527 1 0 0 2115 106 643.75 

Gos. Am Br. Red Sc 
Oct Hwk ss Coop R.T Har. Per.Merl Kes Wng Shld Owl Tot Dys Hrs. 
l 9 274 54 21 6 1 4 23 0 l 0 393 26 147.50 
3 2 219 28 6 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 258 19 106.50 
4 2 131 20 13 4 0 0 2 0 2 0 174 16 76.50 
5 4 81 23 4 21 2 3 132 0 0 0 270 28 197.50 
6 41 6 1 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 64 4 27.50 
7 2 47 12 17 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 81 9 39.50 
Tot 19 793 143 62 32 3 9 176 0 3 0 1240 102 595.00 
--------=--=-==---=-=----=--=-=============================================== 
Nov Gos. Am Br Red Sc 

Hwk ss Coop R.T. Har.Per. Merl Kes Wng Shl Owl Tot Dys Hrs. 
1 7 7 7 46 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 23 117.75 
3 2 0 Q 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 5 18.50 
4 4 2 2 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 12 45.50 
5 2 2 1 14 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 23 115.00 
6 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 9.50 
7 1 0 1 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 5 18.00 
Tot 16 11 11 109 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 153 71 324.25 
------=--=-=-==-====-=-====-=-=============================================== 
Dec Gos. Am Br Red Sc 

Hwk ss Coop R.T. Har. Per. Merl Kes Wng Shl Owl Tot Dys Hrs. 
1 2 0 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 17 70.75 
3 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 9.00 
5 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 10 41.50 
6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 15.50 
Tot 5 0 1 7 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 38 136.75 
---=------------=----===--=-================================================= 
Total by stations 

Gos Am Br Red Sc 
Hwk ss Coop R.T Har Per Merl Kes Wng Shl Owl Total Days Hrs. 

1 18 753 79 79 18 1 15 115 0 1 0 1079 93 484.00 
3 7 429 34 14 2 0 2 12 1 0 0 501 38 218.50 
4 6 480 33 37 8 0 4 13 0 2 0 583 49 225.50 
5 6 343 28 20 46 4 11 493 0 0 0 951 86 544.50 
6 0 135 11 7 2 0 2 65 0 0 ·O 222 34 163.75 

·7 3 98 20 62 4 0 1 19 0 o· 0 207 23 88.00 
Winter banding 16 16 
Nest lings 6 230 236 
Tot 40 2238 205 219 86 5 35 947 1 3 16 3795 323 1724.2 
=========================-================-=-==============-================= 

Total raptors banded 1969 to 1993 = 59 788 



1993 

FOREIGN RECOVERIES, FOREIGN RETRAPS, RETURNS AND REPEATS 

NORTHERN GOSHAWK 

686-03577 HY M -92 fou:-.id de-a-cl· near Camden, Michigan 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 

1253-58B61 HY F 

962-88417 HY M 

1273-52941 HY F 

942-94627 HY M 

1253-53023 HY F 

1273-84327 HY F 

RED-TAILED HAWK 

1387-14613 SY u 

877-27394 HY u 

1387-14589 HY u 

AMERICAN KESTREL 

1143-66013 L M 

1373-04665 L F 

1363-71852 L M 

1373-04114 HY M 

11-07-92 George Leverton 414-0844 

01-17-93 
09-11-92 
01-19-93 
10-27-92 
03- -93 
09-17-89 
03-16-93 
09-23-90 
04-24-93 
09-15-88 
06-05-93 
09-23-92 

04-08-93 
10-13-91 
07- -93 
10-16-77 
09-15-92 
11-26-90 

03- -92 
05-31-81 
07-21-92 
06-29-92 
02-25-93 
07-12-9i 
03- -93 
09-14-91 

found dead, Dothan, Alabama 
Bob Hubert 311-0852 
found dead, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mark Bacro 390-0843 
found dead E. of Clanton, Alabama 
Bob Hubert 325-0B63 
found dead, Pine Log St. Forest, Florida 
Bob Hubert 302-0855 
found dead, Youngstown, New York 
Kevin Ferguson 431-0790 
found dead, Mt. Vernon, Indiana 
Bob Hubert 375-0875 

found dead, Youngstown New York 
Sheila Fowler 431-0790 
dead, St. Catherines, Ontario 
Don Fowler 431-0791 
found dead near ThomastQn, Georgia 
Bob Hubert 325-08-42 

found dead near Lucan, Ontario 
Sheila Fowler (nestbox) 431-0812 
struck by car, put down, st. Thomas, Ontario 
Sheila Fowler (nestbox) 424-0811 
found dead, Woodstock, Ontario 
Sheila Fowler (nestbox) 430-0804 
found dead, Cavan, Ontario 
Russ Chantler 441-0782 

MERLIN 

614-80133 HY F 03-02-93 found dead, Ft. Myers, Florida 
09-14-92 Russ Chantler 263-0815 

GOLDEN EAGLE 

629-07176 AHY F 06-11-92 found dead, Mt. Jacques Cartier, Quebec 
10-30-87 Sheila Fowler 485-0655 

GREAT HORNED OWL 

599-06413 U U 05-01-93 found dead, Lake Huron, Ontario 
12-03-76 Marsh Field (Waterworks Park) 424-0811 



SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 

1273-52460 HY F 

792-18172 HY M 

1253-58785 HY F 

942-86605 AHY M 

1273-84610 AHY F 

1253-53867 HY F 

922-93977 AHY M 

1253-56980 HY F 

1273-84465 SY F 

COOPER'S HAWK 

686-03511 

745-21673 

745-21789 

745-21782 

HY F 

ASY F 

SY F 

HY F 

RED-TAILED HAWK 

1387-25730 

877-44976 

1807-15266 

987-41596 

1387-14687 

1207-03674 

HY U 

HY U 

HY U 

HY U 

HY U 

HY U 

09-10-90 
09-21-88 
09-18-91 
09-16-91 
04-09-93 
09-12-92 
04-15-93 
10-07-89 
04-18-93 
10-20-92 
04-25-93 
09-05-90 
04-29-93 
09-26-91 
04-29-93 
09-25-91 
09-25-93 
10-01-92 

04-04-93 
10-10-87 
04-17-93 
10-25-92 
04-18-93 
10-21-92 
04-29-93 
09-23-92 

11-03-92 
10-19-92 
03-28-93 
10-25-87 
03-28-93 
10-25-92 
04-12-93 
10-05-92 
05-19-93 
10-25-92 
07-23-93 
09-19-92 

FOREIGN RETRAPS 

retrapped, alive & released,L.P.B.O., Ontario 
Ed Pietrzak 423-0800 
retrapped, alive & released, L.P.B.O.,Ontario 
Bob Hubert 423-0800 
struck object, alive & released,Porter Twp., 
Mike Furber Michigan 415-0854 
retrapped, alive & released near Smith Point, 
Bob Hubert Texas 293-0944 
retrapped, alive & 
Mark Bacro 
retrapped, alive & 
Bob Hubert 

released, Port Huron, 
Michigan 430-0822 

released, Greece, New York 
431-0774 

retrapped, alive & released, Greece, New York 
Lawrence Sanders 431-0774 
retrapped, alive & released, Port Huron, 
Cyril Crocker Michigan 430-0822 
retrapped, alive & released, Holiday Beach, 
Janet Snaith Ontario 420-0830 

retrapped, alive & 
Bruce Duncan 
retrapped, alive & 
George Leverton 
retrapped, alive & 
Bob Hubert 
retrapped, alive & 
Bob Hubert 

released, Braddock Bay, 
New York 431-0774 

released, Port Huron, 
Michigan 430-0822 

released, Port Huron, 
Michigan 430-0822 

released, Braddock Bay, 
New York 431-0774 

injured, alive in captivity, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 
402-0822 Cyril Crocker 

retrapped, alive & 
Ed Pietrzak 

released, Port Huron, 
Michigan 425-0822 

& released, Malton, Ontario 
434-0793 

retrapped, alive 
Ruby Leverton 
retrapped, alive & 
Lawrence Sanders 
retrapped, alive & 
Mark Bacro 

released, Port Huron, 
Michigan 425-0822 

released near Malton, 
Ontario 434-0793 

retrapped, alive & released, Malton, Ontario 
Mike Furber 434-0793 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 

(Banded birds retrapped at Hawk Cliff) 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 

1003-45545 HY M 09-27-90 banded in Ontario 
10-19-92 retrapped by Mark Bacro 

1493-19904 AHY F 09-28-90 banded in Vermont 
10-06-92 retrapped by Cyril Crocker 

1383-73035 ASY F 10-19-88 banded by Toronto Bird Observatory, Ontario 
10-25-92 retrapped by Don Fowler 

1143-65329 HY F 09-09-92 banded by Toronto Bird Observatory, Ontario 
09-14-92 retrapped by Bob Hubert 



CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION (cont.) 

1343-42627 ASY F 05-03-92 banded in Michigan 
09-19-92 retrapped by Cyril Crocker 

11 73-94188 HY M 09-15-92 banded at Long Point Bird Observatory, Ontario 
09-30-92 retrapped by Cyril Crocker 

1233-64179 HY F 09-23-91 banded in Ontario 
10-02-92 retrapped by Janet Snaith 

952-71796 HY M 09-29-91 banded by Essex Region Conservation Authority 
10-17-92 retrapped by Janet Snaith 

COOPER'S HAWK 

614-54455 SY M 05-05-90 banded in Michigan 
10-24-92 retrapped by Bob Hubert 

745-94602 ASY F 04-14-88 banded in Connecticut 
10-25-92 retrapped by Mark Bacro 

FOREIGN RETRAPS 

In 1993, we retrapped 9 raptors which were banded elsewhere - 3' Cooper's, 
~ Sharp-shinneds and 2 Kestrels. 

RETURNS 

We retrapped 4 birds which we had banded previously• There were 3 Sharpies­
two of them were banded in 1992 and one was from 1987. The other retrap 
was a Cooper's from 1990. 



The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is indebted to the 
following for cash donations: 

St. Thomas Field Naturalists 
Hawk Cliff Weekend donations 
Mark Baci:;o 
Pud Hunter 
Canada Trust Friends of the Environment 
Pelee Islanders 

EAGLE NESTING PROGRAM 

Marshall Field has designed an eagle platform to be installed in 
trees in areas where eagles have nested in prior years. In many 
cases the old nests had fallen to the ground in severe wind 
storms. Two platforms were installed in 1993. 

With the monetary donations of Canada Trust Friends of the 
Environment,metal guards were installed on trunks of trees that 
had eagle nests in them. These guards act as a deterent to 
raccoon or any other climbing predators. 
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HAWK CLIFF RAPTOR BANDING STATION 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 

1969 -1993 

MARSHALL FIELD 

The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is beginning its twenty-fifth banding season near 
Hawk Cliff, Yarmouth Township, Elgin County. The following is an outline and history 
of the organization to the fall of 1993. 

The pathway leading up to the establishing of a raptor banding station at Hawk Cliff 
actually started with the arrival of John Haugh from Cornell University, Ithaca, New 
York, in early September, 1967. John came to this area to make field observations as 
part of his continental study of hawk migration and soon became acquainted with a few 
of the local hawk watchers, and some friendships were developed. 

In the spring of 1969, John sent an invitation to my wife, Dolly, and I to visit him at his 
home in Ithaca, New York. During our visit we were treated to a tour of Cornell 
University and a short trip to a spring lookout called Derby Hill situated on the south 
shore of Lake Ontario. Here we found that some students of ornithology from Cornell 
had set up a hawk-catching station which immediately caught my attention. I took note 
of the layout and the way the lure lines were arranged. The migration was not 
particularly good that day but I was able to see a single Sharp-shinned Hawk make a 
stoop at the lure and be captured for banding. 

During the summer of 1969, plans were fonnulated to set up a hawk banding station on 
private property near the viewing area at Hawk Cliff. By September we had, with the 
financial help of the Ontario Bird Banding Association, an eight by sixteen foot building 
in place. Some local and outside birders interested in hawk trapping were recrnited to 
launch us into the new venture of catching and banding birds of prey. Bob Hubert, 
Lawrence Sanders and I started to tackle the many tasks at hand with Bill Wasserfall of 
Toronto and a member of the OBBA coming to Hawk Cliff to help open the station. Jim 
Grier from _Cornell University came for a few days and contributed valuable information 
on how to catch hawks and monitor the migration. John Roberts and Michael Bradstreet, 
also OBBA members, spent some time trapping at the station. .Frank Folemsbee, an 
enthusiastic hawk trapper from Chippewa, spent a week here in November. The 202 
hawks we banded that first fall seem rather insignificant now after several seasons of over 
3,000 banded and approaching 55,000-plus as a grand total. Bob Hubert was presented 
with a citation for having banded the 50,000th hawk in 1991. 



- 2 -

Over the years, we have lost contact with Dr. John Haugh, but the last word was that he 
was teaching at the State University of New York at Binghampton. Dr. Jim Grier is now 
teaching at the University of North Dakota and was the person responsible for capturing 
the young Bald Eagles in the Lake of the Woods District of Ontario to be used for the 
hacking program at Long Point, 1983 -1987. Michael Bradstreet is now Executive 
Director of the Long Point Bird Observatory. 

As new handers came on stream, we were able to expand the operation to eight stations, 
but in the fall of 1993, we are operating six stations and it has been that way for a few 
years. It is a more comfortable number for banding coverage, administrative needs and 
the ever-demanding chore of supplying lure birds. 

Picking the ideal location for our banding stations has been done for the most part on a 
trial and error basis. Our original number 1 station was eventually dismantled and a 
portion of it set up again to the north and east of the old spot - it is now the home away 
from home for our present Coordinator, Bob Hubert. Number 2 station, a former garage 
donated by one of our members, Doug Tarry, was moved out of the trapping area and 
is now part of Bill Ward's custom workshop, one mile north of Hawk Cliff. Number 3 
station which is closest to the Ontario Water Resources filtration plant was set up by Don 
and Sheila Fowler and has not changed location. Number 4 station, originally the home 
base for Danny Allen and Craig Brown, has proven to be the best location of all the 
stations for numbers. In the fall of 1975, Danny and Craig took a leave from school and 
banded a total of 2,040 hawks just from that location. George and Ruby Leverton are 
in charge of this station now. 

The cliff edge number 5 station was moved once to the north and east to intercept the 
flight line better. This location is the best for the falcon flight and Don Fowler is in 
charge here. Number 6 station in charge of Lawrence Sanders has been moved forward 
this year. The Long Point Bird Observatory donated a nearly new station to Hawk Cliff 
to replace the weathering number 6 station. Mark Bacro was responsible for moving the 
building from the Clear Creek area of Haldimand-Norfolk to Hawk Cliff. The 
Observatory decided to discontinue hawk trapping on the mainland due to problems 
operating the station. Number 7 station is one-and-a-half miles inland - the farthest from 
the lake edge, and Bruce Duncan is in charge of it. This station was moved once to gain 
a better view and to be more in the flight line from the woods to the east. The old 
number 8 station between number 7 and the OWRC filtration plant was discontinued as 
banding results were not rewarding enough. 

The improvement of trapping equipment has been a major factor in our degree of success 
over the quarter century. In 1969, we started out powering our bownets with rat-trap 
springs. They were weak and painfully slow for the ever alert hawks. I recall luring a 
Red-tail into the range of the bownet only to have it walk out before the spring could cast 
the net over it. That frustration was relieved when Jim Grier shipped us a bownet with 
stronger springs from Cornell University later that fall. From this sample we were able 
to copy the springs and make up additional bownets that were snappy enough to capture 
any kind of hawk that was lured close enough. After several eagles were caught (mainly 
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Golden Eagles) a slightly larger bownet was constructed by Bob Hubert especially for 
them. Although eagles have been taken in the standard-sized bownets, they are 
considered on the small side for birds with a seven-foot wingspan. 

We have improved our station viewing from a three-inch high slit to one-way glass, 
twelve inches high by the width of the building. This cuts out some of the ventilation 
during the warmer weather but adds greatly to the range of view for the oncoming hawks. 
Most stations now use foot releases for our bownets allowing both hands free to work the 
lure lines. Mist nets are basically the same as they were in 1969 and are used extensively 
for catching accipiters and small falcons. 

We have bad excellent cooperation from landowners, Steve Ivan, Robert Ward and the 
Ontario Water Resources personnel. We have ln return, tried to respect their properties 
and not interfere ln any way with the ongoing agricultural practices. 

The bottom line in an operation of this nature is to gather as much information about 
hawks as possible. We have been successful in doing just that as our yearly reports have 
been published in Ontario Bird Banding, the journal of the Ontario Bird Banding 
Association. Some of our members have produced scientific papers on selected subjects 
while students from MacDonald College of McGill University in Montreal have secured 
first hand information on raptors at our stations. The University of Guelph have sampled 
some of our birds for their raptor blood analysis program and employees of the Ministry 
of Natural Resources have come to our facilities for hawk identification seminars. 
Banding and sighting data are supplied annually to the local Aylmer District of the 
Ministry of Natural Resource and we frequently receive requests for hawk data from 
university students. For several years now, we have been providing live raptor 
information demonstrations at the Hawk Cliff viewing weekends which are sponsored by 
the St. Thomas Field Naturalists Club and the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

The framework of our organization is quite simple. The executive consists of a Station 
Coordinator and a Secretary-Treasurer. I acted as Coordinator for eleven years, Don 
Fowler followed for the next thirteen years and Bob Hubert is the present one starting 
January l, 1993. Sheila Fowler has been the Secretary-Treasurer from the time the 
executive was set up in 1971 and has looked after bands, money, records and many other 
administrative jobs. Many people throughout the years have helped with the banding and 
when there are work projects, all members who are close enough pitch in and get the job 
done. Meetings of all handers are held one or two times a year to look after the business 
at hand. 

Like many organizations, we have had active members who have moved on to other 
interests and are no longer banding with us. Recently, some new members have joined 
our group and are filling in some of the gaps. Individual memberships were not 
established until 1972; therefore, there may have been some people who worked or 
visited at a station before this date whose name does not appear on the following list - our 
apologies. 
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BANDERS 1972: Lawrence Sanders, Marshall Field, Donald Fowler, Sheila Fowler, 
Bill Rayner, Howard McCarthy, Bob Hubert, Ruby Leverton. 

1973: Craig Brown, Bob Spicer, John Lemon. 

1974: Frank Folemsbee, Gary Hubert 

1975: Danny Allen, Kevin Ferguson, Gary Mulawka, Doug Tarry. 

1976: Ross Snider, George Leverton. 

1977: Bruce Duncan, Gary Coleman, Gerald McKeating. 

1978: Bill Read. 

1980: David Lemon. 

1983: Paul Leverton. 

1984: David Nolin. 

1985: Janet Snaith. 

1986: Martin Wernaart, Russ Chantler. 

1987: Ed Pietrzak:. 

1989: Cyril Crocker. 

1992: Mike Furber, Mark Bacro. 

ASSISTANTS AND CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS 

1972: Robert J. Miller, Robert Cubitt, Chet Cubitt, Stewart Hubert, Monte 
Moore, Bob Ward, Ken Brown, Dale Thomas, Joe Field, Harry 
Jewell, Bill Carrick, Miss Sanders. 

1973: Bob MacFarlane, Peter Christopher, Tony Salvadori. 

1974: Bill Wasserfall, Al Knutsen, Marjorie Rawn, David Brewer, Fred 
Hunt, David Russell, Audrey Reaume. 

1976: Jack McDonald. 

1977: Stephen Hobbs. 
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1978: Dale Kristensen. 

1979: Dolly Field, Dale Ferguson, Ron Wilton, Mike Furber. 

1980: Dr. Douglas Harding, David McLeod, Ron Kingswood, Joseph 
MacDonald, Meryl Folemsbee, Bryan Wyatt, John and Pyllis 
Wilson. 

1985: Roger Jones. 

1986: Mike Intven, David Rayner, George Melvin, Cathy Sanderson, 
Cathy Queene, Barry Cherriere. 

1987: Marj. and Grant Bowlby. 

1988: Eric Machell. 

1989: Roger Ince. 

1990: John Klein, Phil Roberts, Robert Poag. 

1991: Lew Chantler, Marika Ince. 

1993: Roger Jones. 

The Canadian Wildlife Service's Bird Banding Office, Ottawa, supplies us with bands and 
banding manuals as well as processing our records. A copy of these records is sent to 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Patuxent, Maryland, to be microfilmed. The 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources supplies us with permits to capture and handle 
birds of prey and endangered species. Appreciation is extended to these agencies for their 
support during the past twenty-five years of banding. 

Our sincere thanks also to all the people who have helped out with a multitude of tasks 
over these years. Needless to say that it was very much appreciated, and without all the 
help and cooperation the organization would not have run so smoothly. 

It is difficult to speculate what the next twenty-five years will bring for the hawk handers. 
We like to think that our past accumulation of banding and sighting information is a 
significant contribution. As long as there is a need to trace the movement of hawks and 
there are still a few able-bodied hawk banding enthusiasts around, willing to donate some 
free time - the job will continue to be done. 


