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Project Summary 
 
The primary objective of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is to trap and band raptors during their 
fall migration at Hawk Cliff in order to add to the body of scientific knowledge. With that as a base, we 
undertake a number of projects that compliment that primary objective. 
 
During fall banding, we undertake a project to colour band the Peregrine Falcons that we trap. Colour 
bands allow reliable identification of an individual bird from a distance giving a higher rate of information 
return than birds with traditional bands alone. 
As well, we have undertaken a Saw-whet Owl banding program to monitor their fall migration at Hawk 
Cliff. 
 
In the fall, we support an education program, whereby we show captive birds to the public during two 
weekends in September. We explain how to identify one from the other, their individual characteristics, 
and their benefits. We also explain the advantages and benefits of the banding program. 
 
Through the summer, several members monitor American Kestrel nest box trails and undertake banding 
of the young from the nest. 
 
Members also provide expertise and banding services to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources for 
the Peregrine Falcon nest in London, Ontario. 
 
With the support of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, members band raptors released from 
rehab and hacking programs.  
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Marsh Receives Certificate 
 
In January, Marshall received this 
certificate from The Canadian Wildlife  
Service (Bird Banding Office) for his  
dedication to bird banding.  
Congratulations Marsh and on behalf of 
the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banders I would 
like to say thank you for your support 
and dedication to Hawk Cliff. 
 
 
 
 
The following is a copy of the letter that 
accompanied Marsh’s certificate. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        Bird Banding Office 
        National Wildlife Research Centre 
        Canadian Wildlife Service 
January 7, 2005 
 
Dear Mr. Field 
 
It is with pleasure that we write to acknowledge your 58 years of participation in the North American 
Bird Banding Program. Fifty-eight years of bird banding attests to your dedication to, and reflects a 
substantial contribution to bird conservation. 
 
Since the beginning of the North American Banding Program, banders have banded over 64 million 
birds making bird banding one of the oldest and largest biological databases in North America. It is 
through the committed work of the many conservation minded individuals like you, that collectively we 
are able to support research and monitor population trends of North American migratory birds. 
 
Please accept this certificate of appreciation as a token of how much we value and appreciate your 
tremendous contribution over so many years. 
 
Best regards 
 
Lesley Howes        Louise Laurin 
Bird Banding Biologist       Senior Banding Administrator 
Canadian Wildlife Service      Canadian Wildlife Service 
 
 



 
 

American Kestrel Nest Boxes 
 
This year Charles and Pat Fowler took over 
Area #4 from Don and Sheila.  Don and Sheila 
are spending more time traveling and could 
not be around to monitor their boxes on a 
steady basis. When at home they helped 
wherever needed. 
The Kestrels held their own this year showing 
a modest gain in numbers banded. You will 
notice no adult birds banded; this is because 
incubation started later than usual and the 
adults were sitting on eggs when the boxes, 
were first checked. Not wanting to disturb 
them we elected to leave them alone. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area #1:  Bounced back this year from a 
dismal 2003 season.  Occupancy rate was up 
to the low 70’s once again with nestlings 
banded totaling 80. Predation rate was 27% 
mostly from starlings. 
Area #3:  Jim’s area is still suffering from the 
sharp decline in Kestrel numbers since 1991. 
Occupancy rate was only 25% with only four 
of sixteen boxes used.  Predation rate was 
44% mostly from starlings. 
Area #4:  Charles’ boxes are showing little to 
no improvement as well. Occupancy rate was 
only 25% with only four of sixteen boxes used.  
Predation rate was 50% mostly from starlings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
  Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male  Female Male  Female 
  

Crocker #1 29 30 50 80       1 
  

Izawa #3 16 7 2 9         
             
Fowler #4 16 7 3 10         

  
Total   61 44 55 99       1 

% of total young banded were Male  
  

% of total young banded were Female  
44.4% 55.6% 

 
      Nest Box Area: 
Area #1 - Cyril Crocker   Lower Central Elgin County 
Area #3 - Jim Izawa    West Elgin/ South West Middlesex 
Area #4 - Charles Fowler   East Elgin/ South East Middlesex 
 
The low numbers of breeding adults showing up in Areas #3 & #4 is still a mystery.  Since the 
cold snap in 1991, which resulted in wide spread nesting failures of many bird species, they 
have not recovered. Pre 1991, the total young banded averaged in the neighborhood of 200 to 
250 but since then has averaged below 100. Area #1 quickly recovered after 1991 but Areas #3 
& #4 have not. American Kestrel populations have dropped sharply in northeastern United 
States, which may be affecting the numbers of adults returning here.  
My theory for Area #1’s success is adults migrate back into Southern Ontario following the lake 
edge, in reverse of their fall migration. Area #1 is the most southerly of all the areas and the few 
adults that are returning find these boxes first. It also may have something to do with the 
excellent box construction and housekeeping. 



Northern Saw-whet Owl Banding Report  
Jim Izawa continued this year with banding of 
Northern Saw-whet owls. This is the second 
year for this program and although the 
numbers were down (21 versus 32 in 2003), 
Jim still is enthusiastic about continuing this 
program.  
The following is this years report from Jim. 
 
 “Life is not a destination but a journey,” is not 
just a provocative claim but an appropriate 
description of the enterprise we call “owl 
banding”. 
At Hawk Cliff, in the hollow, our quest for owls 
commenced on October 6, 2004. 
It was not until the evening of October 11, 
2004 that the first Northern Saw-whets were 
banded. We concluded the 2004 season on 
November 16, 2004. 
We banded 14 Northern Saw-whet owls in 
October, and 7 were banded in November. 
The entire season yielded 21 Northern Saw-
whet owls. 
We once again played a CD of Northern Saw-
whet owl calls; set out a triangular 
configuration of mist nets; and added three 
back-up mist nets totaling six mist nets this 
year. The attempt was made as far as 
weather conditions favoured and volunteer 
support was available, to monitor the study 
site. 
Although the season did not provide a large 
number of owls, the interest and commitment 
to continue the journey remains! 
Allow me to thank each and everyone who 
supported and assisted in the Northern Saw-
whet banding project in 2004. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As an added note, it takes a lot of dedication 
to band owls at Hawk Cliff. As you may or 
may not know owl-banding goes on at night, 
many times after a long day of banding 
hawks. It is exhausting work and I personally 
would like to thank Jim and all who helped to 
make this project a success. 
 
 
Fall Banding Report 
To say this year was a disappointing year 
would be an understatement.  
 
September: 
The first week was slow but it picked up and 
fair numbers were migrating through the 
second and third weeks but then someone 
closed the door.  Warm weather and light 
winds closed out the month. Many days went 
by with hardly anything moving at all. 
September 2004 saw us banding 865 hawks, 
down from 923 in 2003. 
 
October: 
This month is our banner time as the bulk of 
the migration goes through at this time. 
October was a great disappointment. Again, 
the weather brought us day after day of poor 
conditions for good migrations. October saw 
us banding only 279 hawks as compared to 
1,113 in 2003. What a drop! 
 
November:  
There was a slight improvement in numbers 
but the anticipated large migrations of Buteos 
just did not materialize. The couple of days 
with fair numbers migrating saw them at very 
high altitudes and resulted in poor to no 
responses. 
November saw us banding 208 hawks as 
compared to 263 in 2003. 
 
December: 
Was pretty much a write off for most stations 
with only #1 and #5 seeing much action. What 
little migration there was took place over a 
couple of days in the latter part just before 
Christmas. 
Stations #1 and #5 put in a little over 110 
hours at their stations and banded only 26 
hawks. 
 

 
Steph with Saw-whet Owl 



Peregrine Colour Banding 
Although the numbers 
sighted were down  
this year, we managed 
to catch and band six. 
This was an  
improvement.  
In 2003, we only banded one.   
Banding peregrines, at this writing, is up in the 
air for 2005. With the Canadian Wildlife 
Service implementing stricter controls on 
banding of Species at Risk (SAR) we may not 
be able to continue catching and banding 
Peregrines. Peregrines, still listed as 
Endangered in Canada fall under the SAR 
restrictions. To receive authorization to 
continue, the Hawk Cliff Banding Station must 
submit, to the CWS, a proposal for scientific 
study to catch and band Peregrine Falcons. 
With the assistance of Pud Hunter from the 
MNR, I am confident that our proposal will be 
accepted and we will be able to continue with 
this valuable program. 
 
A Golden Story 
On Wednesday, October 27, Gary Hubert 
caught a Golden Eagle. It was small as 
Golden Eagles go, but to Gary it was a big 
prize. The following is Gary’s depiction of the 
event: 
 
Wednesday, October 27 started out as a 
typical day at Hawk Cliff. Red-tails, Turkey 
Vultures, Coopers and occasional Sharp-
Shins flew over too high with very few 
responses. 
 
Suddenly to the northwest of our station, in 
the section we call the valley, a large bird 
appeared. Identified as a Golden Eagle, the 
lure birds started moving and after one small  
circle, he headed in. In a matter of seconds, 
he had not only reached the pigeon but has 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
flown by and was now standing in the deep 
grass. 
One more flip of the pigeon and he was soon 
on the bird and being pulled into the bow net. 
All of a sudden, the bow net looked awful 
small. 
With tender loving care, this magnificent bird 
was soon being fitted with his leg band with 
me still holding the legs and Bob Hubert and 
Don Fowler putting on the band and taking 
measurements. 
Caught at 10:30 A.M., this male hatching year 
Golden Eagle had been banded, 
photographed and was soon back up soaring 
in the sky, and, by noon my heart had settled 
down and my hands had stopped shaking. It 
was just another day at the cliff- but what a 
day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Raptor Favorites 
Birds of prey have favorites just like us. 

The following list is just a few 
 

 1) Food  Hawkdogs 
 2) Wine  Hawktaler (red) 
 3) Radio Station The Hawk 
 4) Musician  Ronnie Hawkins 
 5) Song  You Were Always 
   on My Line 
  6) Travel Agent RapTours 
  7) Book  Hawkleberry Finn 
  8) Store  Ceres 
  9) Sport  Hawkey 
10) Movie  Gone with the  
   Wind 
 

Gary with Golden Eagle 

 



Special Events                                                           
Hawk Cliff Weekends 
On the second and third weeks of September, 
the St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club and the 
Hawk Cliff Foundation co-host an interpretive 
program at the Hawk Cliff Road. With the 
support of the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and The Hawk Cliff Banding 
Station, the banders bring a representative 
sample of the birds they have caught over to 
the public area. 
During this program, the banders will outline 
the differences between the species and their 
benefits to both their prey and us. As well, 
they will discuss the banding operation and 
the benefits of continuing this program. 
 
Jim Izawa, Russ Chantler and Cyril Crocker 
were our representatives this year during 
these two weekends. This year’s poor 
migration resulted in lower numbers of hawks 
to bring to these programs. No matter how few 
we had, everyone there enjoyed the 
presentations and the larger than life close 
encounters with these beautiful birds. 
 
Steve Ivan and family once again allowed the 
hawk watchers on to their property on the east 
side of the road. This viewing arrangement 
provides for excellent viewing and everyone 
watching is very grateful for their generosity. 
 
New Coordinator 
 
This year Cyril Crocker took over the helm as 
coordinator of the Hawk Cliff Banding Station. 
Some of the banders were very quick to 
blame the new coordinator for the poor 
migration this past year. I do not think that’s 
fair but it did make my job of entering all the 
banding data a lot easier especially in my first 
year of learning the ropes. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Russ Chantler, on behalf of all the banders, 
for his many years as coordinator. He did an 
excellent job and I personally want to thank 
him for his help getting me up and running.  
 
 
 
 

Russ also retired, from work, this year. With 
Doreen in tow along with his new camera, 
they plan to spend a lot more time traveling. 
Russ will still be banding but instead of 
watching hawks migrate to warmer climates, 
he will be joining them. 
 
Resignation 
This past year, we accepted the resignation of 
Paul Leverton. Paul felt that personal 
commitments would interfere with his ability to 
fulfill his obligation to the Hawk Cliff Banding 
Station.  
Paul devoted a lot of time and effort into the 
success of the banding program. He has been 
involved, for close to 30 years, ever since he 
tagged along with his mom and dad.  
On behalf of all the banders at Hawk Cliff, I 
want to thank Paul for his contributions and 
support over these many years. 
Paul, we wish you well. 
 
Station Changes 
Jim Izawa took over station #4 this year in the 
absence of Paul Leverton. Jim along with Don 
and Sheila Fowler, Charles Fowler, Bob 
Hubert and Mark Bacro spent many a hot day 
back there getting the station operational. Due 
to Jim being a little slow on the uptake, his 
decision to take over station #4 waited until 
the first week of September. Station #4 is one 
of our top banding stations; this resulted in a 
mad rush to get this station open.  
Jim’s previous station was #6 and George 
Prieksaitis and Dave Vanseader agreed to 
take over for this year. George and Dave have 
been banders awaiting a station of their own 
so they were happy to take over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASY Goshawk 
Ron Ridout  



Annual Dinner  
As usual, this year’s annual dinner was a 
great success. 
 
Our speaker this year was Pud Hunter, 
Regional Biologist for the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources-Aylmer District. Pud’s talk 
encompassed many areas of concern and as 
always, was very interesting and enlightening. 
 
Russ Chantler and Don Fowler followed with a 
slide presentation of various birds found while 
vacationing in the sunny south. 
 
Gary Hubert gave a play by play of catching 
his Golden Eagle. Everyone enjoyed 
socializing and telling banding tales. 
 
On behalf of the banders and their spouses,  
I would again like to thank the women of the 
Port Stanley United Church for another 
fantastic dinner. 
Thanks too must go to Jim Izawa for 
coordinating this evening again this year. 
 
Banders 
To my fellow banders, many thanks. Your 
support and endless enthusiasm have made 
my job easier. 
 
Mark Bacro 
Russ Chantler 
Marsh Field 
Charles Fowler 
Don Fowler 
Sheila Fowler 
Bob Hubert 
Gary Hubert 
Jim Izawa 
Bill Kellet 
John Lemon 
Eric Machell 
George Prieksaitis 
Dave Vanseader 
Jesse Pakkala (trainee) 
 
Cyril Crocker 
Coordinator 
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On behalf of the banders, I want to thank 
Sheila for all her hard work. 
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Contributions 
 
Thanks to the following for their donations 
over this past year. 
 
George Prieksaitis, who once again supplied 
us with lots of pigeons. 
 
Cyril Crocker’s Baille Birdathon fundraiser. 
 
St.Thomas Field Naturalists- donation 
 
Hawk Cliff Foundation- donation 
 
Jim Izawa- donation 
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Banding Totals - 2004 Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station
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Aug
Stn 1 1 4.5 0
Stn 5 7 28.5 4 1 2 3 2 12
Stn 6 0
Total 8 33 4 0 0 1 2 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 12
Sept
Stn 1 28 232 17 3 163 10 6 22 221
Stn 3 14 67.5 2 1 49 5 13 70
Stn 4 18 91 7 3 118 3 2 18 1 152
Stn 5 30 210.5 238 16 1 101 10 46 10 422
Stn 6 7 17 1 5 6
Stn 7 8 18.5 1 2 3
Total 105 636.5 266 23 1 438 28 0 54 63 1 0 0 0 0 0 874
Oct
Stn 1 27 136 1 1 59 16 2 1 25 1 1 107
Stn 3 16 56 5 1 1 7 14
Stn 4 16 65 23 18 11 14 66
Stn 5 28 168 20 4 4 16 6 4 12 66
Stn 6 6 29 8 3 10 21
Stn 7 6 13.5 7 7
Total 99 467.5 20 5 5 111 44 3 5 72 1 0 1 14 0 0 281
Nov
Stn 1 21 89.5 6 2 2 48 1 59
Stn 3 13 49.5 3 6 2 31 1 43
Stn 4 12 50.5 1 1 6 1 22 7 38
Stn 5 20 99 2 1 6 2 8 24 43
Stn 6 6 6
Stn 7 11 30 2 16 18
Total 77 318.5 2 0 0 11 17 12 9 147 1 1 0 7 0 0 207
Dec
Stn 1 13 41 1 1
Stn 3 2 6 0
Stn 4 0
Stn 5 20 63.5 17 5 1 23
Stn 6 0
Stn 7 0
Total 35 110.5 0 0 0 0 0 1 17 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 24
Fall
Stn 1 90 503 17 4 1 228 28 5 7 95 2 1 388
Stn 3 45 179 2 1 57 12 3 51 1 127
Stn 4 46 206.5 7 3 142 22 6 3 51 1 21 256
Stn 5 105 569.5 264 20 5 119 24 2 78 53 1 566
Stn 6 13 46 1 13 3 16 33
Stn 7 25 62 1 2 2 23 28
Total 324 1566 292 28 6 561 91 16 88 289 3 2 1 21 0 0 1398

99 2 2 103
Road Trapped 3 3 19 25
Rehab/ 0

394 28 6 561 94 16 90 308 3 2 1 21 0 2 1526

87,993 banded pre-2004 Total banded since 1969 = 89,519

Total 2004 

Nests

 



 
 
 
Location of Hawk Cliff 
  
Hawk Cliff is located about half way along the 
north shore of Lake Erie about 6km east of 
Port Stanley.  
 
Migration 
 
The fall migration begins near the end of 
August, first of September. The numbers 
begin gradually and peak about mid- October 
then gradually taper off towards mid to late 
December. 
Birds of prey are concentrated along this area 
because of their reluctance to traverse large 
bodies of water. They spend most of their time 
soaring during migration using thermals for lift. 
Thermals are non-existent to erratic at best 
over these cool bodies of water so these birds 
would rather stay over land. Birds coming off 
the north shoreline of Lake Ontario continue in 
a straight line, which intersects Lake Erie at 
Hawk Cliff. The best time to see large 
migrations is when the wind is blowing out of 
the north, especially the north-west. These 
winds tend to push the hawks up against the 
shoreline like leaves against a fence. The 
stronger the wind the lower they soar to 
prevent being pushed out over the water. 
These lower altitude flights allow visitors the 
change to see them better. 

 

Hawk Cliff 


