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2012 Season Summary 
 
Banders are like fishermen, heading out in their boats early in the morning. Their minds full of 
anticipation and excitement in hopes of a successful day. What bander does not feel the same each 
day they head to their banding stations? 
 
We approached this season not knowing what to expect. Our past four or five seasons have been a 
series of highs and lows with sporadic numbers.  
This season began the way we feared, with migration numbers very low to non-existent in the first 
two weeks of September. Then, in the last two weeks of September, the migration doors opened 
with respectable numbers moving through. At this point we felt that maybe, just maybe, these 
numbers would continue and although slow in starting, the season may be a respectable one. Well, 
the migration gods closed the door on us. In October, migration slowed to a crawl and our banding 
total dropped by almost 50% of our historical total for this month. Very disappointing. Then the 
unexpected happened. In the first two weeks of November, another large migration moved through, 
at least large for November. Our band total almost tripled our historic average. However, that was it 
for the rest of November and, with a few exceptions, the rest of the season.  
In short, our season was only four weeks long and the rest was, putting it lightly, uneventful. 
Our season total of 1,628 was much better than our 2011 season and an increase over our ten-year 
average of 1,594 but still way down from our twenty-year average of 2,191. 
 
Our season was not all gloom and doom. There were a couple of interesting occurrences this year.  
Our first was catching four Broad-winged hawks, in one season, with station three accounting for 
three of them. Two on the same day about ten minutes apart. Although catching two Broad-winged 
hawks, at one station, in one day is not a record it is only the  
second time this has happened. Interestingly enough, it is station  
three that holds this record.  
Four Broad-winged hawks, in one season, is not a record.  
The record is six back in 1977. We banded four in 1975.  
Another note of interest was re-capturing a HYF Peregrine Falcon.  
This bird was banded from a nest in Reading, Pennsylvania.  
Read more about this story later in our newsletter. 
We did set a record this year. Station six caught and banded four 
Northern Goshawks in one day.  
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 HY female American Kestrel waiting to be extricated  
            Photo- Cyril Crocker 2012 



Station Reports 

Station 1 -Robert Hubert 

September was a poor month, due partly to poor weather conditions. September was very warm 
with poor wind conditions. This helped produce low numbers of accipiters seen along our Hawk Cliff 
migration path. 
During September, I trapped and banded a Broad-winged hawk, which added to this year’s record 
high of four. 
October’s high lights were few; mine was trapping and banding an adult female anatum Peregrine 
Falcon on October 7 and a female Northern Goshawk on October 8. 
November did not produce the migration of Red-tailed hawks we were hoping for. We did not have 
the north winds we prefer. 
We did get a heavy snowfall, over 8”, near the end of December but these conditions did not 
improve our situation as I only saw three hawks. 
As we look back and look for answers regarding the migration, could it be the birds encountering the 
masses of wind turbines to our east. These being along their strategic migration route, with their long 
swirling arms, could be forcing them to our north.  
Could it also be global warming causing this change in migration patterns? 
 

Station 3- Cyril Crocker 

As I reflect on this past season, one must wonder what  
the future holds for the migration at Hawk Cliff? 
Climate change, with ever-increasing temperatures  
lingering into the late autumn and early winter months,  
has definitely affected the migration. 
 Abnormal northeast to southeast winds tend to be light 
in nature and keep migrating hawks higher and further  
inland away from us.   
Not all was doom and gloom though.  
Station three set a single station record this past year catching three Broad-winged hawks, two on 
the same day about ten minutes apart. That particular day we had hundreds of Broad-winged hawks 
migrating very low, just above the treetops out in front of us. We were fortunate enough to have two 
hungry ones amongst them. 
Another highlight of the season was being there on the days when there was a large migration. As 
mentioned in the summary, these large migrations happened in the last two weeks of September 
and the first two weeks of November and mostly on the weekends. Working through the week, I am 
only able to be there on weekends and usually these large migrations happen through the week and 
I miss them. As luck would have it, this year was different.  
I could have closed after the middle of November though and not missed banding many birds.  
From the middle of November to the end of December, I only managed to band three hawks. This 
made for a very uneventful last six weeks of the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Red-tailed hawk on prey 
    Photo- Ron Kingswood 2011 

 



Station 4 (Accipiter Alley) - Charles Fowler 

September at station 4 started in typical slow fashion, with only 13 hawks trapped over the 3 day 
Labor Day weekend. Rain the following Saturday, brought a modest 22 more on the Sunday. Things 
picked up considerably on the 3rd weekend of the month, with 46 hawks banded. Then the 
floodgates opened on the 4th weekend, with a personal one-day record for me at #4 with 57 hawks 
on Sunday, and a weekend total of 96 birds, including 82 Sharp-shins. This year for a change, the 
weather seemed to be co-operating for us part time weekend banders, and not so, during the week 
for the full time guys. With the help of 5 weekends in the month of September this year, I caught 190 
raptors, a record month for me at station 4.  
I was now excited to start October, as more often than not, it can be a more productive month at #4 
than September. However, despite only one rain out all month, I managed a disappointing 67 total 
hawks a record low for me in October. From feast to famine, I guess!  
November looked more promising, as it got underway with a nice mix of species the first weekend, 
including two goshawks, for a total of 22 birds. My spirits were lifted, and I set my sights on an 
“easy” 300 hawks for the season, as I needed a measly 21 more, with almost a full 2 months to go. 
And, I still hadn’t been skunked this year! That soon changed. My remaining 7 days in November 
netted a mere 2 hawks with 5 days skunked.  
December went as uneventful as November had ended. Even the snowfall on Boxing Day that we 
had all been waiting for, to bring a final flurry of birds, brought next to nothing. I managed only 3 
hawks all month with another 10 shutouts and 2 rainouts, despite staying open right until the 31st.  

It was a disappointing second half of the season for sure! Thanks to September, however, station 4 
totaled a respectable 284 raptors, including a record for me, 223 Sharp-shins. 

Station 5 (Lake Station) - Don Fowler 

The season opened successfully on August 21 when three Northern Harriers were trapped and 
banded. One more was seen alone with an osprey and an American Kestrel. The station was open 
five more days in August resulting in eleven more hawks banded. It was 32°C (90°F) on August 31. 
September started slowly and it was not until September 7 that banding hit double digits. That same 
day, an immature American Bald Eagle plunged into the cornfield to the east and eventually came 
up with a large bodied snake. It flew off northward. 
The main American Kestrel flight was from September 7 to the 25 then died, unlike most years when 
it continued into the first week of October. September 23 was the best day of the month, with fifty-
five banded including thirty-five American Kestrels. The highlight of the month came on September 
13 when I caught a banded HYF Peregrine Falcon. Not only did it have a CWS band it had a colored 
band. It weighed an astounding 996 grams.  
The first two weeks of October had favorable south-west winds for Peregrine migration. It was the 
best migration in quite a few years and six were banded. In fact, in October there were more 
Peregrine Falcons seen (45) than American Kestrels (44). There were no more than five hawks 
banded on any day during the month when normally those numbers should be in the double digits. 
Hurricane Sandy came in on October 29 and we had rain every day through to November 2. There 
was a good migration for a few days after but, overall, it was a very slow November. The station was 
opened for twenty-three days in November and no hawks were banded for twelve of them. Only five 
hawks were banded from the 13 to the 28 when the station was closed for the season. 
 
Station 6- Jim Izawa 

Even the seasons form a great circle in their changing, and always come back again to where they 
were. The life of a man is a circle from childhood to childhood and so it is 
in everything where power moves.  
Black Elk 



Away from the hurried activity and moments of silent quietude that is raptor banding, may I invite you 
to share in some of my musings? What has this experience been all about? As one who has had this 
rare opportunity, I am profoundly grateful to have been connected to the natural world, unfettered by 
the artificial world created by humans! Our connection with raptors and all its related activities has 
enlightened us. 'CREATION' in all its majesty, beauty, and awe will always leave us with more 
ponderous questions than easy, trite answers! 
I also confess humbly, that our field work has connected us to some peers both past and present, 
who have lived and live amongst us as sagacious reservoirs. They are the larger than life personas, 
whose wisdom, knowledge, and experiences set the standard for our ongoing research. I personally 
remember, Marshall and Dottie Field, Lawrence and Mary Sanders, Fran Hubert, Dr. Bruce Hunter 
and Bruce Duncan. We also honor the mentors who are with us, Bob and Gary Hubert, Don and 
Sheila Fowler, John Lemon, Eric Machell. 
This splendid, annual ritual of raptor banding continues to connect us to a special 'COMMUNITY', 
our family of banders. It is with pride and privilege that I remain a member! 
To all the banders: Bob, Don, Cyril, Charlie, Russ, George, Dave, John, Jesse and Al and all of our 
supportive families, best wishes and good banding! 
A special thank you to Jesse Pakkala, Al Hurst and Russ Chantler for their great assistance and 
coverage during this past season! 
The balance, harmony and relatedness, which have been given as supreme gifts to our minute 
tasks, reminds us that what we do, is worthwhile, compassionate and meaningful. It is servitude, in a 
goodly sense! It is a way in which to enter into 'COMMUNION' with one's notion of the Holy. 
May I also thank our stewardship partners: The Ontario Water Resource Agency, the Ivans, the 
Wards, Pud Hunter, The Ministry Of Natural Resources and Louise Laurin, The Canadian Wildlife 
Services. 
 
Your fellow bander, 
A Sentinel on Hawk Cliff Jim Izawa. 
 
Peregrine Falcon Re-trap  
 
On September 13, Don Fowler, at station 5, caught a HYF Peregrine Falcon. Much to his surprise, it 
was banded, not only with a CWS band but with a colored band as well. Checking with the Canadian 
Wildlife Service in Ottawa, Louise Laurin, was able to track the number. We found that this bird was 
banded as a nestling in Reading, Pennsylvania on May 25, 2012. Information from the bander in 
Reading, F. Arthur McMorris, stated that this bird was banded as a nestling at about 30 days of age 
from an artificial nest sight on a south facing balcony of a vacant office building in downtown 
Reading. She weighed in at 970 grams when she was banded so she has done very well. 
This is only the second re-capture of a Peregrine Falcon in our history and one of the heaviest 
Peregrines we have ever caught at 996 grams.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hawk Cliff 

Reading, PA. 

 

Don Fowler with re-captured HYF Peregrine Falcon 
Photo- Cyril Crocker 2012 



Species Summary 
 
Falcons 
 
The Merlin and Peregrine numbers have slowly increased over the past twenty years and we have 
witnessed a slight increase in Kestrel numbers recently. 
 
American Kestrel 
Again, this year we witnessed a small increase in Kestrel numbers. Their numbers have steadily 
increased since 2008. Our nestling program banding numbers though do not reflect this increase 
and have not changed in a number of years. With the increasing fall migration numbers, the future of 
our nesting program seems encouraging. 
Our total of 392, this year, is up from last year and slightly better than our ten-year average of 365 
but still lagging way behind our twenty- year average of 506. 
 
Merlin 
This year our total of 51 almost doubled our total of 27 last year and our best year since 2010 and 
2006. Overall, we bettered both our ten and twenty- year averages of 44. 
 
 
Peregrine  
Like all falcons this year, our numbers were up. Our total of 7 more  
than doubled last year and was the best year since 2009 and is ahead  
of our ten and twenty- year averages of 5. As mentioned in  
the season’s summary, our hi-light was the re-capture of a banded  
Peregrine from Ready, PA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Re-captured HYF Peregrine Falcon 
Photo- Cyril Crocker 2012 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Accipiters 
 
There is no question; our accipiter population is in decline. There has been a 67% decline in  
Sharp-shinned hawks banded at Hawk Cliff in the last twenty years. Although the Coppers hawk’s 
pattern is sporadic, their numbers have not fared any better with close to a 60% drop in numbers 
banded over the same period. Hawk Cliff has never been a major migration route for Northern 
Goshawks but they too are declining like their cousins. Since 1994, their numbers have declined by 
as much as 79%. 
 
Sharp-shinned hawk 
There was a slight increase in numbers this year. September accounted for 546 of the 743 banded 
this season and most of these were banded in the latter half of the month. Overall, this season was 
our best since 2010. We are above our ten-year average of 720 but way off our twenty-year average 
of 1,075. Sharp-shinned hawks account for over 50% of all the birds we band in any given year, so 
as their numbers go, so go our yearly totals. 
 
Coopers hawk 
Normally October is our best month for this migrant but this year they just did not show. Southerly 
winds and warmer than usual weather for most of October kept the migrants inland or, because of 
the hardiness of this species, they moved very little. Our total of 80, this year, is the lowest since 
2008 and below our ten year average of 95 and well below our twenty year average of 113. 
 
Goshawk 
Historically we experience an influx of goshawks about every ten years, on average. Our last major 
one was back in 2001 (22) and 2002 (20). This year we banded 10 which equaled last year’s total 
and the best since 2009 and equals our ten-year average but slightly lower than our twenty-year 
total of 16. As previously mentioned, station six caught, a record, four goshawks on the same day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1993-2012 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Buteos 
 
Among the buteos in our area, the Red-Tailed hawk is king. Although the Broad-winged hawk is by 
far the largest, in migrating numbers, the Red-tail accounts for 95% of buteos we band. Once again, 
the weather patterns were just not conducive to good migration numbers at Hawk Cliff.  
 
Broad-winged hawk 
Unfavorable winds kept these migrants inland and out of our reach this year, for the most part. Even 
the Hawk Count’s total for the year was near a record low. Only 37,168 compared to an average of 
100,000. With this said, we had a couple of days in September were the conditions were just right 
and we managed to pick up four. Even though this number does not seem impressive, when our ten 
and twenty-year average is one, it is a small number worth bragging about. 
 
Red-shouldered hawk 
We did manage to band four this season, which is a lot better than the zero recorded last year. This 
season’s total equals our 10-year average but still below our 20-year average of seven. Our two best 
years for this bird was 1991 (22) and 1995 (41).  
 
Red-tailed hawk 
This species has seen diminishing numbers, during migration, over the past 10 years. I do not feel 
that it is a result of a population decline but more a result of weather changes. With warmer weather 
in recent years and lack of significant snow cover, this bird does not seem to be in any hurry to move 
southward. This year was our worse since the 2008, 2006 and 2005 seasons. Our total (143) is a 
dramatic drop from our 10-year average (261) and 20-year average (293). 
 
Rough-legged hawk 
This was the third year, in four, that we have failed to band a rough-legged hawk. There were less 
than a handful seen by the banders and the Hawk Count only saw eighteen all season. Once again, 
this year, lack of heavy snow cover diminished the need for them to move south. Not plentiful during 
migration through our area accounts for the low banding numbers for Hawk Cliff. Our ten-year 
average is only four while our twenty-year average is less, at three. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Launching HY Red-tail hawk 

Photo: Ron Kingswood 2011 

 
 HY Red-tail hawk on the defensive 

Photo: Cyril Crocker 2012 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northern Harrier 
Harrier migration, at Hawk Cliff, comes in two distinct migration periods. The first one is in mid to late 
September with juvenile birds moving through, and then the adults come in the first few weeks of 
December.  
The December flight is really dependant on winter conditions when blizzard like conditions and 
heavy snow will force them to move, in large numbers, in just a couple of days. Our recent mild 
weather conditions have resulted in little to no movement during this time. 
This past season’s warm weather resulted in no December flight, which made for the second year, in 
a row, with very low numbers. Although this is not out of the ordinary historically, the overall 
numbers, over the past twenty years, are in decline. 
 This season’s total of 77 is one less than last year and way below our 10-year average of 111 and 
20-year average of 124. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eagles 
Both the Bald eagle and the Golden eagle sightings were plentiful but no one was hungry. Don 
Fowler had a close encounter of the Bald Eagle kind on September 23. It was a juvenile and made 
several slow passes narrowly missing the top of his mist nets on a number of occasions but failed to 
be caught.  
Golden eagles, on the other hand, were low in numbers at Hawk Cliff but were seen, in large 
numbers, high and further inland. There were a handful of Goldens that did pass over us, some only 
about eighty feet up, but they were not hungry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
2012 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male Female Male Female 
  

Crocker #1 17 13 15 28 1 1     
  

Izawa #3 16 4 6 10         
  

Fowler #4 20 14 13 27 1 1     
  

Total Banded 53 31 34 65 2 2 0 0 
            

% of total banded were male young     % of total banded were female young 
47.7%     52.3% 

 



Observation Summary - 2012 
 
  
Species  August September October November December 
 
Black Vulture  0  0  0  0  0  
Turkey Vulture  0  3,391  19,541  1,782  32 
Osprey   19  161  13  0  0 
Bald Eagle  13  126  43   32  13 
Golden Eagle  0  1  6  157  1   
Northern Harrier 49  503  151  50  17 
Sharp-shinned  7  5,646  2,188  240  0 
Coopers  1  85  100  99  4 
Northern Goshawk 0  0  4  16  0 
Red-shouldered 0  3  141  546  0 
Broad-winged  174  36,990  4  0  0 
Red-tailed  2  369  994  3,928  19 
Rough-legged  0  0  8  10  1 
Swainson’s  0  0  0  0  0 
American Kestrel 162  2,582  178  7  0 
Merlin   1  63  17  2  0 
Peregrine Falcon 1  79  38  2  0  
Total   429  49,999  23,426  6,871  87 
Yearly Total: 80,812 
 
Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.  
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission of the Hawk Cliff Foundation ( www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff)  
 
Hawk Cliff Weekends 
 
In conjunction with the St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club our Hawk Cliff Interpretive weekends were 
September 15/16 and 22/23. For a change this year, the migration was half-decent and we were 
able to bring over a good selection of birds. Russ Chantler, Jesse Pakkala, Jim Izawa and Cyril 
Crocker were HCRBS members that spoke during the weekends and were able to take American 
Kestrels, Merlins, Sharp-shins, Northern Harriers, Broad-winged and Red-tails over for the 
presentations.  
Thanks go to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources for their support in allowing us to take live 
birds to these presentations. 
 
Banquet 
 
Our annual banquet, at the Kettle Creek Golf and Country Club in Port Stanley, was a great 
success. Our featured speaker was Stuart Mackenzie, LPBO Program Manager, from Bird Studies 
Canada who spoke on the banding programs of Long Point Bird Observatory.  
He featured raptor banding, mainly incidental catches, at the tip of Long Point including Peregrine 
Falcons. He explained how the migrating raptors funnel out to the tip and have to turn around and 
move back to the mainland. His presentation was both educational and interesting. 
Once again, a big thank you to both Jim and Sam Izawa for their hard work coordinating this event. 
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