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2013 Season Summary 
 
In short, 2013 was our worse season since 1971. This was due to unfavorable wind conditions, 
the abnormally warm weather early in the season, the stormy weather in October and the harsh 
winter conditions later in the season. All these combined, made for very poor migrations. 
 
September began slowly as it has over the past few seasons. Our best days were from 
September 13 to 16 where we experienced some of the largest migrations in recent years. Over 
those four days, we banded almost 50% of our total for the month. The major migration began 
on September 13 with 987 Sharp-shinned hawks, 293 American Kestrels and 6,244 Broad-
winged hawks passing through. September 16 was, by far, the best day of the month as almost 
45,000 Broad-winged hawks moved through along with 1,442 Sharp-shinned hawks and 240 
American Kestrels. On September 13, station 6 banded 51 birds. This was our one-day season 
high for one station. On the same day, station 5 banded 40. On September 16, station 3 banded 
40. September’s total of 548 was well below our ten year average of 995. 
 
The first half of October saw little to no migration. In the first 15 days of October, we banded 
only 53 birds collectively. This was the worse October we have ever seen due mostly to many 
days of rain and thunderstorms and strong gale force winds from easterly and southerly 
directions. October’s total of 155 represents a huge drop in numbers as compared to our ten 
year average of 427.  
 
November’s weather was very harsh. Gale force winds from the south, southwest, to heavy 
snowfalls in the latter half, made for challenging times at the banding stations. Winds from 
40km-60km (25mph-40mph), for many days, in the first half of the month prevented much of a 
migration. Our first snowfall 8cm (3”) came on the 12th but on the 26th we received a massive 
snowfall of 70cm (30”) that prevented most of us from getting there, although Hawk Cliff 
received only 20cm (8”). It took the better part of a day to dig our equipment out from under the 
snow. Three days later, we received another 15cm (6”). Surely, with this much snow there 
would be a massive exit but, to our surprise, there was not. The highlight of November was a 
Golden Eagle caught by Don Fowler and Jim Izawa. We have experienced a drought in Golden 
Eagles since 2008. November’s total of 124 was not far off our total for October and just shy of 
our ten year average of 147. 
 
December typically is a slow month, but with the poor migrations in the earlier months and the 
heavy snowfalls in November, we expected a better than usual migration. As usual, we were 
wrong. Warm weather in the first few days had melted all the snow but then it turned cold and 
remained that way. A few Rough-legged hawks showed up but few were banded and to our 
disappointment no late adult northern harrier migration. December’s total of 22 was less than 
50% of our ten year average of 47. 
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2013 Totals versus 10 year average (Top Seven Species)  

Species 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 
10 Yr 
Avg. 

AK 189 392 343 366 274 258 335 419 384 292 325 
MERL 28 51 27 54 40 27 59 51 66 28 43 

PF 3 7 3 5 8 2 6 9 5 6 5 
SS 401 743 644 872 523 477 1040 745 573 561 658 
CH 40 80 93 88 111 61 100 111 89 91 86 
NH 41 77 78 142 42 82 220 117 164 88 105 
RT 137 259 143 206 179 81 461 139 145 289 204 

Total 839 1609 1331 1733 1177 988 2221 1591 1426 1355 1427 
            
2013 versus 10 yr avg.  2013 versus highest number year  

  
AK 58.12%  AK 45.11% 2006   

 
MERL 64.97%  MERL 42.42% 2005    

PF 55.56%  PF 33.33% 2006    
SS 60.95%  SS 38.56% 2007    
CH 46.30%  CH 36.04% 2006/2009    
NH 39.01%  NH 18.64% 2007    
RT 67.19%  RT 47.40% 2007    

Total 58.79%  Total 37.78% 2007    
            

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

In for a landing- Bald Eagle 
Photo-Ron Kingswood 2014 



Station Reports 

Station 1 -Robert Hubert 

September was a very disappointing month due to the lack of Sharp-shinned hawks that 
normally make up decent numbers of banded hawks for the season. 
The highlight was witnessing the huge migration of Broad-winged hawks observed early in 
September. Seeing this steady migration created false hopes for a good banding season. 
October failed to produce the number of hawks we anticipated since September had been so 
poor. Red-tailed hawks were low in banding numbers and sightings. The only redeeming event 
for the month was the trapping and banding of a Rough-legged hawk and a Red-shouldered 
hawk.  
November was an interesting month with more red-tailed hawks observed and responding. The 
highlight of the month was a close encounter with a Golden Eagle. The eagle responded but did 
not finish then flew south crossing in front of station 6 then on to station 5 where it was caught. 
December was cold with snow covering the ground and had many clear blue skies. In the past, 
a large migration of Northern Harriers would have taken place but this failed to take place. It 
was a very disappointing year. We can only hope for favorable weather conditions and more 
raptors for 2014.  
 
Station 3- Cyril Crocker 

The season started slowly in September. On many days, the sky was blank and the only thing 
moving were dragonflies. Just by luck, my holidays coincided with the largest migration of the 
year. I always take a week of holidays for banding and it has been a number of years since I 
had decent flights during this time. On September 16, I was alone at station three and by day’s 
end had banded 40 birds including two Broad-winged hawks. Needless to say, I was a bit worn 
out. In October, it was not until the 14th before I caught and banded a hawk. In November, there 
were only three days that I banded any birds and it was just as bad in December.  
This season’s never-ending easterly winds and gale force winds from the southwest made for 
very unfavorable conditions. To top that off, the relentless snowfalls and cold weather in 
November and all of December made it very difficult and after all that snow and cold there was 
not the expected big flight of hawks exiting our area.  

Station 4 - Charles Fowler 

What can I say about 2013? I am struggling to come up with something interesting or some 
highlight for the year, after the worst banding season I have had since taking over station 4, 
eight years ago.120 hawks for the year-WOW! Last year, considered a less than banner year, I 
managed to band 90 hawks in one weekend! Anyway, to sum it up, this year was dismal. Best 
bird was banding a hatching year Red-Shouldered hawk, which is always a treat. 
An odd stat I would like to share this year, makes me wonder why I bothered to go to Hawk Cliff 
at all on Saturdays. As I am only a weekend bander, for most of the season, my Saturday 
banding totals, this year were nothing to write home about. In August I banded one hawk on the 
last day, nine were banded in September and only one in the months of October, November and 
December. Eleven birds for the season. Thank the Lord for Sundays as I managed to band a 
respectable 90 birds. Then on my holidays that included those days that I felt too ill to work, 
anticipating a huge influx of hawks, I only managed to band another nineteen hawks. Doing this 
did not do much to boost my total for the year. Maybe I should re-evaluate my hawk sense!  



Note: If I had taken Sundays off like one particular, bander at station #1, my total for 2013 would 
have been only 30. 

On the positive side, I had the pleasure on two occasions this fall of hosting a guest, Erica 
Dimuzio, a raptor rehabber and conservationist, from Sarnia. She handled the hawks with ease, 
and gave me much needed inspiration for the year. Hope to see her more often next year in 
what I hope will be a much better one. 

Station 5 - Don Fowler 

We opened on August 24 and managed to catch a Northern Harrier and an American Kestrel. 
The rest of the month, we were shut out. 
There was nothing moving until September 6 when we banded ten hawks. Very hot on the 10th 
and 11th (32°C-33°C) with the humidity in the 40°C-42°C range. Friday the 13th was the best day 
of the month and the year with 40 hawks banded and on the 16th, we banded 20. On the 15th, an 
adult Bald Eagle was bow-netted but it managed to get its head under the rim of the net and get 
out. We managed to catch a Peregrine Falcon on both the 28th and 29th which helped to salvage 
a less than productive month. 
It is hard to believe that the biggest day in October was on the ninth when we banded five 
hawks. There were some exciting days but with little results. On the 16th with south-west winds 
and rain the Peregrines flew. Eight were sighted and two came in, with one getting out of the 
mist net but we did manage to band the other. I had to leave early for an appointment so I 
probably missed part of a good flight. On the 21st, we had south-west winds gusting from 30kph-
40kph. I was the only bander and from 8:48am to 11:30am I had a Golden Eagle respond on set 
wings, two adult Bald Eagles gave me a good look and an immature bald Eagle responded by 
flying low over my lure. In addition, a male Peregrine Falcon made four high passes then a 
female was next but I was out watering the flowers. I ran back into the station and she made 
about ten low passes, hitting the lure once but avoided the mist nets every time. At this point, I 
got out my eagle can in case I needed an assistant. A few minutes later, another Peregrine went 
by a lake edge but did not respond. The final excitement of the day were two more immature 
Bald Eagles approaching, at eye level, who took a close look at the lures but did not come in.  
@$$#*!~ I had to leave early as I promised my wife I would be home for lunch.  
Busy day for just a couple of hours. 
The big day in November was the third when Jim Izawa and I caught a hatching year Golden 
Eagle that by the way eluded both Bob Hubert at station #1 and Al Hurst at station #6. It 
weighed in at 3,245g. More excitement on the sixth when an immature Bald Eagle came in, legs 
down, and hung low over the station but did not respond and glided off south to the lake. On the 
ninth, we had a late Peregrine Falcon respond making ten low passes, sat on my perch to the 
south for a few minutes, made two more passes and left. 
This was the poorest year since I began banding at station five in 1993. Compared to my best 
year here in 1995-(1,234 birds), this year’s 235 pales by comparison. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Species Summary 
 
Falcons 
 
As with all species this year, we witnessed a sharp decline in falcon numbers. We consider the 
sharp decline more weather related than population declines. 
 
American Kestrel 
Since 2008, the numbers have steadily increased but this year our total went for a dramatic 
drop. We have not witnessed such a low number since 1972. 
Our total of 189 was down over 200 birds from 2012 and well below our ten-year average of 325 
and twenty-year average of 468. 
Our nestling program banding numbers took a sharp decline as well on Trail 1.Trails 2 and 3 
results were the same as 2012.  
 
 
Merlin 
Merlin numbers tend to be erratic at best swinging wildly year over year and this year was no 
exception. Our total of 28 was almost half of 2012 and well below our ten-year average of 43 
and twenty year average of 44. 
 
Peregrine  
Like the others, the peregrines were down in numbers including sightings. This was definitely a 
result of poor weather and unfavorable wind conditions.  
Our total of 3 was almost half of our ten and twenty year averages of 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

596

913

401

652
714

607

437

643

561

585

292

384
419

335

258 274

366

343

392

189

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

American Kestrel
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1994-2014



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

36

60

16

45

63

53

37
39

71

38

28

66

51

59

27

40

54

27

51

28

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Merlin
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1994-2013

 

3

10

4 4 3

2

4

4

6

1

6

5

9

6

2

8

5

3

7

3

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Peregrine
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1994-2013



Accipiters 
 
As mentioned in previous newsletters the accipters are declining and this past year was no 
exception although the weather did not help matters. 
 
Sharp-shinned hawk 
There is not much to say about this species other than they are not showing up in the numbers 
we are used to. Our total of 401 is a 54% drop from 2012 and our worse year since 1972. It is 
well below our ten-year average of 658 and twenty-year average of 983. 
 
Cooper’s hawk 
Like the Sharp-shinned hawk, the Cooper ’s hawk numbers were dismal at best. Our total of 40 
is a 50% drop from last year and our worse year since 1970. Our total is small in comparison to 
our ten-year average of 86 or twenty-year average of 104. 
 
Goshawk 
This species is not a major migrant in our area and we did manage to catch two. These 
migrants are also less in numbers than in previous years. Historically we would have years 
when we banded in the forties but we have not experienced a year like this since 1995.  
The ten-year average is 8 with our twenty-year average being 14. 
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Buteos 
 
Not wanting to sound like a broken record, these birds too did not show up in good numbers as 
expected, especially when winter and heavy snowfall hit early. Typically, heavy snowfall stirs 
them to migrate out of Ontario and Quebec but they did not. A possible reason for this is that 
southern Ontario was hit hard by heavy snowfall whereas eastern Ontario and Quebec were 
not. This may have altered their migration pattern and forced them to cross the St. Lawrence 
River and down along the eastern part of the United States.  
 
Broad-winged hawk 
We witnessed one of the largest migrations of broad-winged hawks in recent years on 
September 16. Over 44,900 were counted that day. What made it even more special was the 
low cloud cover and strong NNW winds, which kept the migrants down low. The skies were filled 
with them as they wandered aimlessly around in search of a thermal. With so many of these 
birds down low, one would think that our nets would be filled with them but these birds are more 
interested in migrating than feeding. We did manage to catch three, which was one less than 
last year but above both our ten, and twenty-year averages of one. 
 
Red-shouldered hawk 
We equaled the four we caught last season. Again this year our total equals our 10-year 
average but still below our 20-year average of seven.   
 
Red-tailed hawk 
There is not much more I can say about the diminishing numbers. It seems that the years  
that we banded between 300 or 400 birds are long gone. Our cherished north-west winds 
are rare during the critical migration months of October and November which we depend on.  
Even the heavy snows we got, this year, did not spark the large migrations we were  
accustomed to. Our dismal total of 137 is our worse year since 2008 and fell short of our  
ten-year average of 204 and twenty-year average of 289. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rough-legged hawk 
Sightings of this bird were down as well this year but unlike the two previous years we managed to 
catch three.  
This year’s total was not far off our ten-year average of 4 and twenty-year average of 3. 
 

Dark Morph Rough-legged 
Photo-Ron Kingswood  
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Northern Harrier 
To put it bluntly, there was not much of a migration at all. Our migrants were down significantly 
according to Hawk Cliff’s Hawk Watch with just over 500 birds for the year.  
Our total also reflected these low numbers with only 41 birds banded which is our worse year 
since 1996. Our total is way off our ten-year average of 103 and twenty-year average of 121.  
 
Eagles 
Bald eagles were, once again, in good numbers. In the first half of the season, they seemed to 
be everywhere. Station 5 had many close responses; one adult was caught but got away before 
it could be secured. Station 3 also had two responses from immature bald eagles both coming 
in low with feet extended but pulled away at the last minute.  
Golden eagles, on the other hand, were down in numbers this year. As mentioned, in the station 
reports, Don and Jim caught a Golden after Bob at station 1 and Al at station 6 missed it. 
 
 
American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
Area 1 results were down significantly this year. Most boxes, in Area 1 did not see any returning 
adults for some unknown reason. Areas 3 and 4 totals remained close to the same as last year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
2013 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male Female Male Female 
  

Crocker #1 19 5 9 14 1 1     
  

Izawa #3 16 3 7 10         
  

Fowler #4 20 13 17 30   1     
Total Boxes 55   

  

Total Banded 21 33 54 1 2   

            
% of total banded were male young     % of total banded were female young 

38.9%     61.1% 
 



Observation Summary – 2013 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.  
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission. (www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff) . 
         
Hawk Cliff Weekends 
 
In conjunction with the St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club our Hawk Cliff Interpretive weekends 
were September 14/15 and 21/22. Overall, our special weekends were again successful. Our 
first weekend, September 14/15, was a bit challenging as the migration was very poor and it 
was tough catching birds for the shows. Thanks to the cooperation of a few birds and hard work 
by the banders, we had birds for each show. The second weekend was not as bad but there 
were still a few moments when having a bird was in doubt. Cyril Crocker, Jim Izawa, Russ 
Chantler and Al Hurst put on very good presentations. It was Al’s first time doing one of these 
presentations and from what I have heard, did a great job. 
Thanks go to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources for their support in allowing us to take 
live birds to these presentations. 

MONTH       ACCIPITER BUTEOS FALCONS EAGLES 

TV OS NH SS CH NG RS BW RT RL AK ML PG BE GE 
AUG 0 7 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 

SEPT 1,455 106 275 4,383 44 1 7 59,362 54 0 1,433 52 22 115 0 

OCT 20,075 15 169 2,151 187 7 874 9 3,425 24 125 12 77 86 38 

NOV 396 0 54 91 57 5 124 0 1,106 35 3 3 1 22 70 

DEC 1 0  29 5 1 0  1 0  39 9 0  0  0  5 4 

Total 21,927 128 532 6,635 289 13 1,006 59,371 4,624 68 1,574 67 100 228 112 

2013 Total 96,674                         
                 

Abbreviation Key               

TV Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) 
OS Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 

NH Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 

SS Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) 

CH Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 

NG Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) 

RS Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 

BW Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus) 

RT Red-tailed Hawk  (Buteo jamaicensis) 

RL Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) 

AK American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 

ML Merlin (Falco columbarius) 

PG Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) 

BE Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 

GE Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 

 



Banquet 
 
This year our annual banquet was at the Roadhouse in St.Thomas. As usual, it was a great 
success.  
Once again, a big thank you to both Jim and Sam Izawa for their hard work coordinating this 
event. 
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Sub Adult Bald Eagle 
Photo: Ron Kingswood 


