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2015 Season Summary

There is not much to say about this past season other than we are glad it is over. This past
season’s banding total was the worse since 1971. This is very disheartening when we think that,
back then, banding at Hawk Cliff was in its infancy with only a few inexperienced banders and a
couple of banding stations.

Environment Canada had warned us that fall and winter would be much warmer than usual
thanks to the very powerful El Nifio in the Pacific Ocean. Well they were right. Good for those
of us that hate the cold and snow but bad for us that are eagerly awaiting the cold weather to
move hawks southward. | have mentioned, on numerous occasions, we will need to adjust to
lower numbers of birds due to climate change. The seasonal northwest winds, at this time of
year that we so look forward to are gone. Hawk Cliff banding numbers solely depend on these
winds to push the migrants over us.

In September we had many days with record breaking temperatures. It is unusual for us to
experience 28°C- 30°C (80°F- 85°F) days. These warm days were accompanied by east,
southeast, south and southwest winds. Not many hawks were moving with no reason to
migrate.

October was no different other than a few cooler days. Without those cold fronts moving
through, which is typical for this time of year, nothing was forcing the hawks to migrate. The
ones that were moving through were high and further inland.

November followed with much the same. The last few days of November saw a major
migration of red-tailed hawks which made up for the rest of the month. With this flight we
anticipated a large migration of birds in December but it did not materialize. No snow cover or
cold weather equals few migrants therefore few banded.

On a sad note, this past August Mr Hawk Cliff, Don Fowler past away after a short courageous
battle with cancer. He, | am sure, is now in heaven banding as many Peregrines as his heart
desires.

The following is a tribute to him by Bob Hubert and Cyril Crocker.



Don Fowler (Mr. Hawk Cliff): 1928- 2015

One beautiful summer day in August 1970, my wife Fran and |
went to Carr’s bridge to look at the ducks. Soon Don and Sheila
Fowler appeared for the same reason. | informed them that | had
been at Hawk Cliff as we were going to try to catch and band
migrating raptors and invited them to come to the cliff to better
understand the operation in case they may want to become
involved. The following evening Don and Sheila arrived at the
proposed Hawk Cliff banding area. | introduced them to Marshall
Field and arrangements were made for them to come the next
Saturday to take part in the banding program. Don and Sheila
soon had a banding station. That station would become #3.

Don and Sheila banded together for many years at #3. Don with Peregrine Falcon
Photo: C. Crocker 2012

The #5 station along the edge of the lake was manned

by Marshal Field who eventually moved the station to the
northeast to better intercept incoming hawks.

When Marshall gave up this station to move inland to #7
station, Don left Sheila so he could take over the #5 station
which he managed for many successful years.

Don's view from his new station was of Lake Erie and the
eroding sand-packed cliffs bordering the lake which often
had spiralling clouds of sand, created by the soft southwest
winds of late August. In the middle of August Don would be :
waiting for the first flight of kestrels which would soon be Don & Sheila with Golden Eagle
diving at his lure birds or perching on his hockey stick Photo: C. Crocker 2007
artificial tree with grasshoppers clenched in their talons,
peering down at the softly billowing nets.

Don also witnessed the late cold winter days of
December when the late migration of adult male
harriers appeared, flying through a wall of swirling
snow that engulfed them, making them look like
black wing- tipped ghosts.

Don became the new coordinator in 1981 following
Marshall Field, a position he held for 13 years.

. Sheila Fowler with Red-tailed Hawk
Don had some health problems, but he didn't let them Memorial service at Don’s station at Hawk Cliff

interfere with his passion. The first problem was his Phata: Frica Dimizia
eyesight when he could no longer see a hawk clearly
until it was close to him.

Fortunately, this was corrected with cataract surgery. Don also battled colon cancer and won. |
would see him hurry pass our banding station to get to his station immediately after his chemo
and radiation treatments at the hospital. He was in a lot of pain but that did not detour him from
being at Hawk Cliff. Hawk Cliff was his sanctuary, his passion for living. If Don caught a golden
eagle, peregrine falcon or some special hawk, we would describe them as sick birds or not very
smart birds if he caught them.



If you were fortunate enough to visit Don's station, the last place you would want to stand was
near the door because as soon as a hawk was netted or caught in the bow net, Don would move
as if being catapulted. Don set the standard for enthusiasm and dedication as he consistently
spent more time at the cliff than anyone else and the number of hawks, he caught proved that,
especially with kestrels. But, as we used to say, especially when Don was in the lead, the
numbers didn't really matter.

His love for Hawk Cliff was only surpassed by his love for his wife Sheila and his family and
friends. Over the past two years Sheila was not well and Don could only stay at Hawk Cliff for a
couple of hours. He had to leave to attend to Sheila’s needs. In January of 2015 he found out
that cancer had returned but this time it was a brain tumor. Cancer did not give up and finally
won the battle. Cancer can take him physically but never his memories. We will never forget him
and he will always be remembered as Mr. Hawk Cliff.

So long, good buddy, until we meet again.

Station Reports

Station 1- Bob Hubert

2015 was a disappointing season for banding at Hawk CIiff. It was a rare occasion to have a
north or northwest wind. Winds remained from the south, southwest or southeast. Since 1969,
when | started, | have not missed banding an American Kestrel until 2015.

Station 3- Cyril Crocker

For lack of sounding like a broken record, 2015 was a terrible year. Never in my thirty plus years
banding at Hawk Cliff have | had so many days of not banding a hawk. The days in September
and October were unusually warm and dry, great for most people but for us banders disastrous.

In September | banded 86 birds but 76 of them were banded from September 12- 19. In October
| only managed 36 birds and then only 17 in November and finally not one single bird in
December.

Station 4- Charles Fowler

| had a late start to the 2015 banding season in September after being away the first weekend of
the month. All started really well with 22 raptors on the first Saturday, and an additional 30 on
Sunday, for a 52 bird start to the year. Unfortunately, the final two weekends combined, brought
only 15 hawks for a dismal month’s total of only 67, a far cry from the 190 caught in Sept of
2012.

October at Station 4 was pretty much a copy of September, in that one good weekend accounted
for over half the hawks for the month. 68 raptors were banded on the 17" and 18™, with the
October total coming in at a modest 116 birds. The highlight was a Northern Goshawk caught on
the 17™. Both September and October saw few northerly winds, which | think was a key factor in
the poor numbers we were all experiencing. When we did get a north wind, it was always too
light.



| think we all hoped for colder November and December, with some strong northerly winds to try
to finish our year on a high note. However, the mild warm weather took us right through to the
end of December. One bright spot was a decent flight of buteos on the final weekend in
November. December was a total waste of time with only a lone Merlin caught that month.

| want to thank Erica DiMuzio, my trainee, for her help this year, especially on the Red-tail day in
November. Erica banded over 25% of the station 4 raptors this year!

| guess it is fitting that 2015, my tenth year at station 4, netted me 221 raptors, which is almost
right on my 10-year average of 223.

Station 5- Jim lzawa

“The sun-less skies invite humility and hollowness within the human spirit!
I weep for my losses: family, friends, who are no longer with us.
The emptiness and sadness cry out for a meaning to life’s madness!”

by James lzawa

The banding season began with a sadness and heaviness for me. Don Fowler’s passing from us
in August, left us without our dear friend and mentor. There was a vacant seat, in the banding
station, that fostered fond memories and heart-warming experiences.

| believed that Don would want us to continue doing what he loved so passionately. So, the
season began at station 5 during the last week of August.

You could count on your fingers the number of hawks seen; | was able to neither catch nor band
a single raptor in August. It was an ominous sign for the season!

September was the best month at the lake station. Since its success co-relates to the early
migration of falcons along the cliff edge. 145 hawks were banded, mainly American Kestrels and
Sharp-shinned hawks. September provides station 5 with its highest count for any season. It was
a fair month; however, the numbers were approximately half that of 2014!

October was simply horrible! Only 9 hawks were banded. November felt like an experience in
futility! The station was closed at the end of November.

It was a season of intensive banding for me and for those who assisted at the station. But it was
a time of profound reflection and meditation!

Thanks go to Russ Chantler, Al Hurst and Bob Johnstone for their assistance.

Station 6- Al Hurst

After banding 298 hawks in 2014 | felt it would be possible to band over 300 this year. However,
2015 turned into a study of how hawks migrate along the north shore of Lake Erie. Warm
weather in September made for a more spread-out migration while the winds were not
favourable. Strong south winds kept birds right at the cliff edge riding the updraft or farther inland
away from us. Many days also had east winds which left the few hawks seen unresponsive with
the tail wind pushing them along. We finished September with just 37 hawks banded compared
to 118 in 2014. | know we missed a couple of days when other stations did okay but that still
would not have made up the difference.

In September | was asked if | would take on Rose Braxton as a trainee. Rose was able to come
out most weekends and gained valuable knowledge even though the numbers were way down.
She is looking forward to continuing her apprenticeship next year.

October continued with poor migrations with only 67 banded compared to 84 last year. The
highlight for the month was banding a Peregrine Falcon which turned out to be the only one
banded in 2015. Rose was on hand to assist in banding her first Peregrine.



November was almost a total washout with day after day with no migration. The last weekend
saved the year. Strong northeast winds and the Red-tailed hawks arrived. Guest Mark Yurek and
| banded 7 Red-tailed hawks and a Coopers. After banding just 5 hawks in November this felt
amazing. Then the next day came accompanied by strong northerly winds. Rose and | banded
23 Red-tailed hawks and 3 Coopers. These are the days that hawk banders live for.

December was a complete skunk. Not one hawk banded compared to 33 last season and very
few seen. Overall, a disappointing season with less than half banded compared to 2014.
Disappointing yes, but that last weekend in November and the Peregrine Falcon have me
looking forward to the fall of 2016.

Al Hurst with Peregrine Falcon
Photo: Rose Braxton 2015

Hawk Cliff Weekends

September 12/13- Our first weekend was hot with unfavourable winds. There was not much of a
migration but we did manage to catch a few for both shows each day.

September 19/20- Friday overnight thunderstorms continued into Saturday moming although to
our south over the lake. We managed to catch two birds for the morning show but by early
afternoon heavy thunderstorms moved in so we were forced to cancel the afternoon show.
Sunday greeted us with beautiful sunny skies and light northeast winds. Very few migrants but
Jim at station 5 came to the rescue and managed to catch a few birds for both shows.

Overall, weather did not co-operate this year as it has in the past and there is absolutely nothing
we can do about it. For the shows that did go through the people showed up in good numbers.
This year was even more special as the Thames Talbot Land Trust has purchased the property
to the west of the Hawk Cliff Road. This 208-acre woodlot and meadow land will be preserved for
future generations. They were in attendance to solicit funds for the preservation of this land.



Hawk Cliff Banquet

We held our banquet once again at the Wayside in Talbotville. Our guest this year was Lynne
Eves, owner of the Bluewater Centre for Raptor Rehabilitation. She presented a very informative
talk, accompanied by pictures, of what goes into rehabbing injured birds. It also takes a
dedicated group of volunteers to insure the successful release of an injured bird.

2014 awards were handed out to Charlie Fowler for the highest number of birds banded on a
single day —38. Cyril Crocker received an award for catching two Golden eagles on a single day
and Al Hurst for banding the only Peregrine Falcon in 2015.

Thanks again go out to Jim and Sam |zawa for setting up this evening.

Ontario Senior Achievement Award

The Ontario Senior Achievement Award recognizes individuals, over 65, who have made
outstanding contributions to their community. It is the highest provincial honor for seniors. This
year one of the worthy recipients was Bob Hubert one of our founding fathers of the Hawk CIiff

Raptor Banding Station. Ontario’s Governor General presented it to him at Ontario’s Queens
Park on November 26, 2015.

Bob has always been a passionate environmentalist, especially about birds. He has been a
devoted bander and has been personally responsible for increasing the population of wood
ducks in our area. He began installing wood
duck boxes back in 1957 and still maintains
over 100 and bands well over 200 wood
ducks each year. Quite a feat for a man in
his late 80s. The Canadian Wildlife Service
has estimated that during his years of banding,
he has banded over 20,000 ducks and that
figure does not include the numbers of bluebirds
and purple martins as well as thousands of
hawks. Quite an achievement for anyone to
accomplish in his or her lifetime and an
inspiration to us all.

Bob was instrumental in getting me involved in Bob Hubert checking wood duck box.
banding. First with ducks and bluebirds then

birds of prey. | hope that | can live up to his

standards.

Congratulations Bob. Well deserved.
!
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Bob Hubert receiving his award from _
Ontario’s Governor General >
The Honorable Elizabeth Dowdeswell




American Kestrel Nestbox Program

We had a better year, in total numbers of young banded, than in the last few years. Area 1 saw a
much better year than in previous. Area 3 remained the same as last year and Area 4 saw a
decline in numbers as compared to previous years.

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail

2015

Nestlings Banded

AHY Banded

Returns

Banders ‘ Area ‘ Boxes

Male ‘ Female ‘ Total

Male ‘ Female

Male ‘ Female

Crocker | 1 | 18 | 18 | 13 | 31 | | | |
lzawa | 3 | 16 | 5 | 5 | 10 | | | |
Fower | 4 | 20 11 ] 10 | 21 | I |
Total Boxes 54
Total Banded 34 28 62 1

% of total banded were male young
54.8%

% of total banded were female young
45.2%




Observation Summary -2015

Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch

Accipiters Buteos Falcons Eagles

Month

v 0S | NH Ss CH | NG | RS BW RT RL | SW AK ML | PG | BE | GE
AUG 4 5 8 9
SEPT 511 | 113 | 439 | 4,427 64 2 12,940 61 1,596 | 55| 44 | 58
ocT 23,873 6| 524| 3916 | 145 | 7| 299 60 | 1,739 | 2 329 | 34| 32| 93 58
NOV 519 1 60 46 18 62 1,302 | 11 3| 4 28 23
DEC 2 3 1 4 1 2 10 2 4
Total 24,905 | 124 | 1,031 | 8,398 | 231 | 8 | 365 13,000 | 3,112 | 13 1,937 | 93| 76 | 181 85
Overall Total for 2015: 53,559

Abbreviation Key

TV
oS
NH
SS
CH
NG
RS
BW
RT
RL
SW
AK
ML
PG
BE
GE

Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission. (www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff) .

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)

Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus)
Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus)
Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii)
Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)
Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)
Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus)
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)
Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus)
Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)
American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)
Merlin (Falco columbarius)

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus)
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)




Sharp Shinned Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1996-2015
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Coopers Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1996-2015
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Red-tailed Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1996-2015
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Northern Harrier
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1996-2015
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American Kestrel
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1996-2015

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Merlin
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1996-2015
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2015 Foreign Recoveries, Foreign Retraps, Returns and Repeats

Charlie Fowler

Red-Tailed Hawk

1807-17137  HY u
98

1387-44099  HY u
02

1687-25451 HY U
00

1947-06824 HY u
44

1857-13568  HY u
14

1207-66348 HY U
14

1177-25824  ASY U
14

Coopers Hawk

1204-27238 HY M
00

1705-03236 HY F
00

0745-77547 HY F
45

1204-27237 HY M
00

Foreign Recoveries

02-11-15 status of bird unknown, band number obtained only,
Elizabeth, Wirt County, West Virginia, USA.
10-27-99 Lawrence Sanders 390-0812
03-01-15 caught or found dead due to starvation, dead,
Grafton, Ontario.
11-11-01 Paul Leverton 435-0780
03-12-15 found dead, Wheatley, Ontario.
12-09-10 Bob Hubert 420-0821
03-30-15 caught or found dead due to control operations,
bird dead, Romilus, Wayne County, Michigan, USA.
12-04-14 Al Hurst 421-0832
04-18-15 struck by automobile, dead, Fingal Ontario.
10-14-13 Jesse Pakkala 424-0811
05-13-15 struck by automobile, dead, Arva, Ontario.
10-11-14 Al Hurst 424-0805
06-13-15 struck by automobile, dead, Komoka, Ontario.
02-19-05 Charlie Fowler 425-0812
01-27-15 found dead, 5 Matthias Cres., Maryhill, Ontario.
11-07-04 Cyril Crocker 433-0802
02-28-15 found dead in backyard, Port Dover, Ontario.
12-06-14 Charlie Fowler 424-0801
03-21-15 found dead on highway, Mount Albion, Ontario.
10-02-11 Dave VanSeader 431-0794
04-14-15 found dead near roadside, Troy, Ontario.

09-28-04 Russ Chantler 431-0801



Sharp-shinned Hawk
1703-51087 HY

13
1703-68007 HY
13

American Kestrel

1623-49999 HY
14
Merlin

0874-10280 HY
13

Red-tailed Hawk
1857-14021 HY
66
1947-06801 HY
03
1857-13799  HY
03

Rough-legged Hawk

1687-25457 HY

66

American Kestrel

1783-35260 HY

66

11-30-14

10-11-14

12-31-14

11-12-14

12-29-14

10-01-10

02-20-15
09-15-13

12-07-14

12-05-14

03-04-15

11-27-14

04-19-15

12-04-14

03-26-15

12-20-10

01-18-15

09-09-14

struck stationary object, dead, Potterville,
Eaton County, Michigan, USA.
Bob Hubert 423-0844

struck stationary object, dead, Fostoria,
Seneca County, Ohio, USA.
Bob Hubert 410-0832

struck by automobile, dead, Woodville,
Tyler County, Texas, USA.
Jim lzawa 303-0942

struck stationary object, dead, Lucan, Ontario.
Don Fowler

Foreign Retraps

caught during banding operation, alive, released
Holiday Beach, Ontario.
Al Hurst 420-0830

caught due to injury, alive in captivity, Orient,
Pickway County, Ohio, USA.
Bob Hubert 394-0830

caught due to injury, alive in captivity, Harrow,
Ontario.
Al Hurst 420-0825

caught during banding operation, alive, released,
Dorking, Ontario.
Bob Hubert 433-0804

caught during banding operation, alive, released,
Nairn, Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana, USA.
Don Fowler 292-0893



Sharp-shinned Hawk

1703-51350 HY F 10-23-14 caught during banding operation, alive, released,
Long Point Bird Observatory, Ontario.
66 10-19-14 Charlie Fowler 423-0802
1613-40155 HY F 04-13-15 caught during banding operations, alive, released,
Lakeport, St. Clair County, Michigan, USA.
66 09-18-10 Charlie Fowler 430-0822
Returns

(Birds previously banded at Hawk CIiff, retrapped this year)

We had no returns this year.

Certificates of Appreciation
(Foreign banded birds retrapped at Hawk CIiff)

We received no Certificates of Appreciation this year.

Repeats
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff within 30 days)

We had only six repeats this year.

4- Red-tailed hawk
1- Sharp-shinned hawk
1- Coopers hawk
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Banding Totals - 2015 Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station
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Aug
Stn1
Stn 3
Stn 4
Stn5
Stn 6
Stn7
Total
Sept
Stn 1 12 49.00{ 0.43 2 14 3 2 21
Stn 3 12 73.00f 1.18 7 69 3 3 4 86
Stn4 7 42.00f 1.60 2 61 1 2 1 67
Stn5 25! 114.50{ 1.27 98 4 32 1 10 145
Stn6 1 56.50] 0.65 12 2 21 2 37
Stn7 4 17.50] 0.40 5 1 1 7
Total 71 3531 1.03 | 110 17 202 6 20 8 363
Oct
Stn 1 23 109.0f 0.94 78 5 3 15 1 102
Stn3 6 34.51 1.04 1 22 3 3 7 36
Stn4 1 68.0| 1.71 1 1 101 4 1 2 6 116
Stn5 10 33.0| 0.27 4 1 2 2 9
Stn6 15 77.0| 0.87 2 1 43 1 5 15 . 67
Stn7 15 73.5] 0.83 31 2 4 24 61
otal 80 3951 T 3 1 277 15 1 19 67 1 391
Nov
Stn 1 17 71{ 0.34 2 1 21 24
Stn 3 5 291 0.59 1 1 1 14 17
Stn4 9 46| 0.80 1 4 3 2 27 37
Stn5 7 195 '
Stn 6 15 60} 0.68 1 4 1 35 a1
Stn 7 7 221 0.36 2 8 8
otal 6 2475 1 8 10 5 10 127
Dec
Stn 1 13 41} 0.10 2 2 4
Stn 3 4 125
Stn4 10 25) 0.04 1 1
Stn5 CLOSED
Stn 6 6 185 l [ |
Stn7 CLOSED
Total 33 971 - 1 1 1 2] | 2] 5
all
Stn 1 65| 270.00f 0.56 2 94 7 7 40 1 151
Stn 3 27| 149.00] 0.93 8 92 7 7 25 139
Stn4 37| 181.00f 1.22 1 5 166 8 1 6 34 221
Stn5 42| 167.00f 0.92| 102 5 34 1 12 154
Stn6 47 212.00f 068| 14 2 1 65 5 8 50 145
Stn7 26| 113.00f 0.67 36 5 4 31 76
Total 244| 1092.00[ o.81] 1171 22 1] 487] 33 il 44 180 1 856
ests 62 62
Road Trapped 1 4 5
Rehab/Hacked 4 4 8
Total 2015 [ 179 22] 2] 4871 33 1] 44] | 184] 1] | T ] 8] | 961

I 104,763  banded pre- 2015 Total banded since 1969 = 105,724I




