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2016 Season Summary 
 
Well let’s say it was another disappointing year. On the bright side, we banded four more birds 
than we did in 2015. Nothing to write home about but it’s an improvement. Another bright note is 
we have two trainees, Erica DiMuzio and Rose Braxton who are ready to receive their banding 
permits. They will be a welcome addition to our banding program.  
 
September  Numbers still plague us as in previous years with poor migrations as a result of 
unfavorable winds. Our total this month was even lower than last year due to lower numbers of 
American Kestrels, Sharp-shinned hawks and Northern Harriers. Sharp-shinned hawk numbers 
were down over 63% and Cooper’s hawks by 66%. On the brighter side, we saw a slight 
increase in numbers for Merlin and a significant increase of Red-tailed hawks. 
 
October  The first half was much the same as September but the latter half was better. 
More favourable winds resulted in a decent migration. We bettered our total by two more birds, 
over last year, as a result of an increase in Red-tailed numbers.  
 
November The weather in the first half carried over from October resulting in a significant 
increase in numbers this year over last. Most of this was due to a couple of days with large 
Red-tailed and Sharp-shinned migrations.  
 
December The migration was much better this year over last and one of the better ones in 
recent times. We saw larger numbers of migrants especially Northern Harriers and Red-tailed 
hawks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station 

 
ASY Red-tailed hawk 
Photo: Ron Kingswood 

 



Station Reports 
 
Station 1- Bob Hubert 
 
September: Due to other commitments, I was only able to devote 30 hours of banding at Hawk 
Cliff. There was a poor migration of Sharp-shinned hawks to prevent decent numbers. 
 
October: The Red-tailed hawk migration was poor except for the inland station. The west and 
southwest winds continued. 
 
November: The absence of Red-tailed hawks continued except for a change in wind direction on 
November 11 when good numbers of Red-tailed hawks migrated. 
 
December: There was no snow until December 12 when we received 4-5 inches. Strong 
northerly winds brought blowing snow and a good migration of Northern Harriers. 
The highlight of the month was on December 24 when I visited Charles Fowler at Station 4. He 
caught an ATY Cooper’s hawk and I held it for pictures. Charles later informed me that I banded 
it as a HY Cooper’s hawk on December 9, 2010. 
 
Station 3- Cyril Crocker 
 
Well I thought last year was bad. This year was very challenging as a result of very poor 
migrations on weekends. Almost every weekend was either raining, little to no wind or when it 
was, it was from the wrong direction. On top of this, I had to close early due to my wife’s medical 
condition. The only highlight of the season was the eight Merlin I managed to band. Better luck 
next year. 
 
Station 4- Charles Fowler 
 
2016 at station 4 was almost a copy of 2015. Even though we managed six more raptors this 
year than last, it took eight more days with eighteen more hours to do it.  
A very slow start to September led to only 49 hawks banded which was worse than the poor 
September last year. Like last year in October there was a good migration of Sharp-shinned 
hawks which accounted for over half the raptors we caught this year. November brought a 
couple of decent Red-tailed hawk migration days making up most of the hawks for that month, 
but another poor December finished up the year. 
I think my highlight for me this year was on December 24. I had not seen a hawk all morning. 
Bob Hubert made the long trek to my station through mud and snow and while he was there I 
caught a banded ATY Cooper’s. It was a beautiful adult male with blood red eyes. After 
processing, Bob held the bird while I took pictures before releasing it. After checking the band 
number this Cooper’s turned out to have banded as a HY on December 9, 2010 by none other 
than Bob Hubert.  
In hindsight, if I had known, one of my pictures would have  
included Bob holding the bird.  
Also, a quick thanks to Erica DiMuzio for helping again  
this year and we will try to give it our best effort in 2017.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

ATY Cooper ’s Hawk 
Photo: C. Fowler 
 



 
Station 5- Jim Izawa 
 
“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the facts of life, to see if I 
could not learn what it has to teach...” Henry David Thoreau 
 
Station 5, the lake station, has traditionally benefitted from the early and favourable migration of 
falcons along the cliff edge. However, it must be noted that for some years now, along with 
declining numbers, the number of falcons, especially American kestrels seem to be in free fall. 
This year for August, September and October only sixty- six American Kestrels were banded. 
This has to be one of the lowest counts for this station. 
I made note of several significant events for this past season. 
On September 27 Russ Chantler and I had our bander’s batteries charged with the excitement of 
banding two male Peregrine falcons. On October 8 it was a joy to see and renew acquaintances 
with Jesse Pakkala. Now a Masters graduate from the University of Guelph. What a great help, 
bander and friend. On October 22 Charlie Fowler re-trapped an adult male Sharp-shinned hawk 
which records indicated that I had originally banded in 2014. On October 28 Rose Braxton came 
to assist me and was great company during a day with little migration. Rose will become a fine 
bander. 
Good companionship, conversation, shared commitment and welcomed competitive spirit are 
goals we all share. Raptor research and scientific data collection all for the betterment of our 
living environment is our purpose and great privilege.  
 
Station 6- Al Hurst 
 
Once again September was disappointing with many days with south or east winds and rain. 
That means poor hawk migrations. We banded just 55 hawks for 55 hours spent at the station 
with many of those hours spent looking at empty skies. October improved a bit with 66 hawks 
banded. In November we banded 46 hawks including 34 Red-tailed. December finished with 18 
hawks banded including 10 Northern Harriers and 3 Rough-legged. 
Highlights this year were 2 Rough-legged hawks, 34 Red-tailed hawks in November and 2 
American Kestrels coming late in the year. We also banded our first Northern Goshawk, our first 
in a couple of years. Amazing high energy birds. Northern Harriers are not that responsive early 
in the year but with a little snow on the ground they respond quite well. Many Northern Harriers 
were after hatch year males. On our last day, December 31, we banded 1 Northern Harrier and 1 
Rough-legged hawk which made for a great finish to the year. 
Rose Braxton, a trainee, has been a regular weekend bander over the last couple of years and is 
a competent bander. Russ Chantler split his time helping us as well as Jim Izawa at station 5. 
Overall 2016 with 181 hawks banded was a slight improvement over last year but it’s hard to go 
back to reports 20 to 30 years ago when stations banded 1,000. Certainly the prevailing winds 
have changed and temperatures seem warmer in the fall but I am positive there are fewer hawks 
overall. American Kestrels and Sharp-shinned hawks seem to be the most affected. Bald Eagles 
sights continue to increase as well as Golden Eagles but they are moving through high and 
farther inland. 
Special thanks to the Thames Talbot Land Trust for putting up the large tent for our Hawk Cliff 
Interpretive weekends. It worked great especially when we did our presentations in the rain. 
Looking forward to this fall to see what 2017 will bring. It’s just eight months away. 
  
 
 
 



 
Hawk Cliff Interpretive Weekends 
 
Our weekends were plagued with inclement weather and poor winds. Heavy thunderstorms and 
rain were the norm for both weekends. Even under these conditions we did manage to catch a 
few birds for each day with the exception of the Sunday morning of the last weekend. 
Thanks go to the Thames Talbot Land Trust who supplied a tent for our presentations providing 
shade and shelter for the hawks, us and visitors.   
 
Hawk Cliff Banquet 
 
Our guest this year was none other than our very own bander Russ Chantler. Once we figured 
out the computer glitch he showed his wonderful collection of bird photos from across North 
America.    
Thanks again go out to Jim and Sam Izawa for setting up this evening. 
 
American Kestrel Nest Box Program 
 
One of the best seasons in recent years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
2016 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male Female Male Female 
  

Crocker 1 19 18 23 41         
  

Izawa 3 10 1  1         
  

Fowler 4 20 24 16 40        
Total Boxes 49   

  

Total Banded 43 39 82        

            
% of total banded were male young     % of total banded were female young 

52.4%     47.6% 
 



Observation Summary- Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch 
 
 

Fall 2016 Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch                 
Month BV TV OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT RL GE AK ML PG 

Sept.   192 80 91 301 1932 31     6793 56     903 45 20 
Oct.   18416 14 118 206 1740 79 1 124 11 485 2 22 231 25 36 
Nov.   677   25 27 83 14 4 58   595 3 41   1 1 
Dec.   2   24 74 2 8       48 10     1   
Total   19287 94 258 608 3757 132 5 182 6804 1184 15 63 1134 72 57 

                 
Abbreviations                
BV Black Vulture  RS Red-Shouldered hawk       
TV Turkey Vulture  BW Broad-winged Hawk       
OS Osprey  RT Red-tailed Hawk       
BE Bald Eagle  RL Rough-Legged Hawk       
NH Northern Harrier  GE Golden Eagle       
SS Sharp-shinned Hawk  AK American Kestrel       
CH Copper's hawk  ML Merlin       
NG Northern Goshawk  PG Peregrine Falcon       

 
 
Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.  
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission. (www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff) . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Rough- legged Hawk-dark morph 
Photo: Ron Kingswood 
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ASY Northern Harrier 
Photo; Ron Kingwood 
 



Rehab Raptor Banding Project 
 
The Bluewater Center for Raptor Rehabilitation 
was founded by Lynn Eves back in 1991. It was  
shortly after that when Lynn contacted me about  
starting a program banding her releasable  
birds of prey. Lynn was interested in knowing  
how her released birds faired once released.  
This also interested me and once we received permission from the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the CWS we began our banding program. 
Lynn and a group of volunteers set up the non-profit, volunteer- driven organization on a 23 acre 
piece of land just outside of Wyoming, Ontario with one homemade flight cage and a basic 
medical facility. 
Since 1991, through donations from the public, businesses and various organizations the center 
grew and is now home to a series of state of the art flight cages and a new hospital. The hospital 
hosts an intensive care unit, observation rooms and an examination table. Lynn not only cares 
for injured raptors but anything with feathers. She also began a foster program for abandoned 
birds. Erica DiMuzio, one of our banding trainees, is one of Lynn’s expert volunteers. 
The center deals with a wide variety of injuries and is well equipped to handle any circumstance. 
A veterinarian is called in for the most serious injuries and provides her services free of charge. 
These services sometimes require x-rays and surgeries.  
Lynn says that head injuries, mostly from vehicle collisions, are the most common traumas they 
see at the center as well as eye injuries from hitting windows or contact with branches or thorns. 
Since 1991 we have banded 167 birds of prey that, thanks to Lynn and her group of volunteers, 
have been given another chance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

New Hospital Clinic 

 
One of the many flight cages 

 Lynn Eves 



2016 Foreign Recoveries, Foreign Retraps, Returns and Repeats 
 
 Charlie Fowler 
 
Compared to previous years, there were foreign recoveries and retraps. Maybe this will be the 
new normal, reflecting our decreasing banding totals. 
On a sad note, we received our first report of a casualty due to wind turbines. We know raptor 
deaths, due to these killing machines, happen every day. I find it hard to believe that it was 
reported. 
 

Foreign Recoveries 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1703-51314 HY F 12-11-14 struck stationary object, dead. 
      Kennesaw, Cobb County, Georgia, USA 
  13  09-28-14 Charlie Fowler         424-0810 
 
Peregrine Falcon 
 
1947-06705 HY F 07-06-16 found dead, federal building downtown. 
      Cleveland, Cuyahoga County Ohio, USA 
  04  10-02-14           424-0810 
 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1387-46695 HY U 06-24-16 struck wind turbine, dead-within 100km of 
      Goderich, Ontario, Canada   
  63  09-18-05           424-0810 
 

 
Foreign Retraps 

 
American Kestrel 
 
1783-35425 L F 08-14-14 caught due to control operations, alive, released. 
      St. Clair Haven (Selfridge Air National Guard) 
      USDA Wildlife Services, Michigan, USA 
  07  06-08-14 Charlie Fowler         425-0811 
 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1387-28029 HY U 09-06-16 caught due to injury, alive in captivity. 
      Painesville, Lake County, Ohio, USA. 
  10  09-24-97 Lawrence Saunders        425-0810 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Returns  
(Birds previously banded at Hawk Cliff, retrapped this year) 

 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1342-90347 TY M 10-22-16 caught by Charlie Fowler, station 4. 
    10-10-14 banded by Jim Izawa as HY, station 5 
 
Cooper’s Hawk 
 
0804-45762 ATY M 12-24-16 caught by Charlie Fowler, station 4 
    10-09-10 banded by Bob Hubert as HY, station 1 
 
 

Certificates of Appreciation 
(Foreign banded birds retrapped at Hawk Cliff) 

 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1342-90347 SY F 10-08-16 caught by Russ Chantler, station 3 
    10-01-15 banded near Malden Center, Ontario as HY 
 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1387-32919 HY U 10-13-16 caught by Bob Hubert, station 1 
    10-12-16 banded near Port Rowan, Ontario as HY 
     

Repeats 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff within 30 days) 

 
We had ten repeats this year. 
 
1- American Kestrel 
3- Sharp-shinned Hawk 
2- Copper’s Hawk 
4- Red-tailed Hawk  
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