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2017 Season Summary 

Instead of focusing on another poor migration season I want to outline some of the highlights. 

First of all, two new banders have joined us this year. Erica Dimuzio and Rose Braxton received 
their licenses and are a much welcome addition to our team.  
Secondly we broke a number of records.  

Banding four golden eagles in one season is a record with Charlie Fowler catching three of them 
at station 4. Charlie set a record of his own. He has been banding for 20+ years and has never 
caught one so this was well deserved. Three golden eagles caught at station 4 was a single 
station record as well. 
Erica and Russ Chantler were there to assist on two of them. Al Hurst and Rose caught the other 
at station 6. For Erica and Rose, in their first year, it was quite an exciting event.  

Banding five peregrine falcons in one day is a record set by Jim Izawa and Russ Chantler at 
station 1. They would add another two to their total, joined by station 6 banding two, adding to 
our total of nine. Going back into our records this was our second highest count for peregrines 
falcons only being surpassed by ten banded in 1995.  

In memory of Sheila Fowler (1930-2018) 
Cyril Crocker 

We are all saddened in the passing of a long time friend and banding  
partner on January 12, 2018. Sheila was in her 88th year and recently  
has been struggling with health issues. Over the past few years she was 
unable to participate in our banding program due to her health issues.  
She along with her late husband Don were two of the founding members 
of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station. Both her and Don were avid  
birders and long-time members of HMANA, OBBA, Bird Studies Canada  
and Long Point Bird Observatory. 
Sheila was an accomplished artist and the staff artist at the St.Thomas  
Public Library. She was our secretary treasurer, band inventory and  
band records keeper for many, many years and very meticulous.  
She was also my banding partner at station 3 for almost 25 years. 
I will miss our friendship developed over the years but I still have fond  
memories of our times at the cliff. We will all miss her but know that she  
is now in a better place with her late husband Don.  
Happy banding Sheila. 

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station 
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Station Reports 
 
Station 1- Bob Hubert 
 
The 2017 hawk banding season was one of surprises and disappointments. 
The highlight of the season was the increase in peregrine falcons and golden eagles observed 
and banded. The disappointment was the lack of Sharp-shinned hawks observed and banded. 
We again encountered unfavorable winds. We wonder if this is a temporary nuisance or part of a 
longer term pattern that will persist into the future. 
The early banding season was hot and dry followed by a cold and snowy December when a few 
Rough-legged and Red-tailed hawks migrated but failed to respond. 
We always hope to band large numbers of hawks, although we can even learn from small 
samples. A good example was the two Sharp-shinned hawks caught by Charlie who detected 
small cankers in their mouths, suspected to be caused by Trichomonosis. This was a good 
observation by the bander. 
We can only hope for a better season in 2018. 
 
Station 3- Cyril Crocker 
 
This season by far was my worse, in numbers, since I began banding. Only able to band on 
weekends, it never failed that the weekends had winds coming from the wrong direction or no 
wind at all. Even, on the one week off work, I only banded ten hawks. Inclement weather also 
seemed to develop on the weekends. I caught no Northern harriers and only two American 
Kestrels which is very unusual for my station. Due to these poor numbers I decided to close my 
station at the end of November. 
 
Station 4- Charles Fowler 
 
This was a year of lowlights and highlights.  
I was excited to start the year, anticipating record  
numbers, as this was my first year of retirement.  
I could spend almost every day trapping instead of  
only weekends. Unfortunately it was a very poor  
migration season and I was far from setting any  
records. 
My total, with Erica’s help, of 310 raptors fell short  
of my best years in 2006 and 2007 when I banded  
313 and 331 respectively. I was banding only on  
weekends, those two years, with a few Friday  
afternoons off thrown in, and closed up around the  
end of November. If I only trapped on weekends this  
year I would of only banded 106 birds which would have been a new low for me at station 4. 
Another interesting fact is that I endured 30 days when nothing was caught and another 26 days 
when I only caught one bird. With that said, I should end with the highlights. 
On September 28th I caught a Broad-winged hawk which is a first for me. Too cool! 
October went pretty uneventful but in November, with Russ’s help we caught my first Golden 
eagle! Three days later Erica spotted a Golden eagle to the south. I worked the lure while she 
watched and it turned and headed our way, made a low pass over the nets and circled behind us 
out of sight. It made another pass right into the center hawk net. But the excitement was not over 
yet. A week to the day after I banded the first eagle I spotted two Goldens together not far to my 
south. A flip of the lure and one turned immediately and stooped straight into the bownet.  

 
Charlie Fowler with first Golden Eagle 
Photo: R.Chantler 

 



Eagle number three for the year, a large female. Wow! 
In closing, even though there was a definite lack of migrating raptors this year the Broad-winged 
hawk and the three Golden eagles made the season worthwhile for me. Also eleven species 
banded was a record high. 
 
Station 5- Jim Izawa 
 
“Is not the sky a father and the earth a mother, and are not all living things with feet or wings or 
roots their children?”  
Black Elk 
 
Station 5 is known as the falcon station. It is on the lake edge where falcons tend to migrate. 
On August 22 we were set up and ready to band the early migrants. Unfortunately only five 
raptors were procured. 
September winds in recent years have become familiar and very unfortunate. East, North-east 
and South-east. My notes reflect the dominance of such winds for most of the month. In spite of 
this, a few raptors were banded. A fair number of falcons, primarily American Kestrels and other 
migrants were banded. As we have indicated, the numbers of American Kestrels, in the last two 
decades, have been declining consistently, but in the last two years we have seen a slight 
increase.  
The numbers plummeted in October reflecting the fewer numbers of falcons migrating through. 
This is consistent to the pattern of migration along the shore edge of Lake Erie. However, one 
notable highlight for the season happened in early October. Russ Chantler and I were fortunate 
to band five Peregrine falcons in a single day. A station, one day, record for Hawk Cliff. Two more 
were banded in the following days to bring our season total to seven. 
I closed the station in November due to poor migration.  
Heartfelt thanks to all our banders, family and friends who joined with us this year in our passion 
and endeavour! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Russ Chantler 
                               Jim 
Izawa 
 
Adult Peregrine Falcon 
Photo: Russ Chantler 
              



Station 6- Al Hurst 
 
Changing weather patterns and winds continued to plaque our banding efforts. 2017 saw the 
lowest number of sightings of migrating hawks and the fewest ever banded at station 6 just 
totalling 136. There were some highlights with two Peregrine falcons and Rose catching our first 
Golden eagle. We had another two Golden eagles in and out of our front hawk net. Both of these 
misses were soon caught by station 4. Rose, Mike and I finished the season banding five  
Red-tailed hawks and two Red-shouldered hawks on New Year’s Eve. 
Thanks to Rose, Mike and Russ for helping to maintain and man the station.  
Cannot wait until September. 
 
Station 7- George Prieksaitis 
 
Well, there is just no way of denying it, 2017 was simply the worst year that we have ever had at 
station 7. We caught only 70 birds for the season, and even Red-tailed hawks were hard to come 
by. Last year, we managed to catch 138 birds. Most years, we catch at between 80-100 birds, so 
2017 was a major disappointment. Too much rain, too many hot sticky days, especially in 
September, too much easterly and westerly winds and not nearly enough good luck. The results 
can likely be explained. Half of the hawks caught were caught on two days. The only silver lining 
for the season was we tied with two other stations for top daily results with sixteen birds banded 
in one day on September 28th. That day reminded me of the old times when Sharp-shinned 
hawks were sailing in perfectly over the pasture and ending up nicely bagged in the mist nets. 
The other interesting observation was that almost all birds were caught later in the afternoon, 
usually after 3PM. It seems that birds tend to move inland nearer the end of the day to hunt and 
were much more responsive to lures. This is a pattern that Janet Snaith confirmed to us from her 
previous time at station 7 with her husband Bruce Duncan. It was definitely true this year. Next 
year we will just set up at noon and stay until sunset, at least in late September and October. 
However, we did not waste our time watching empty skies and empty nets while were out in the 
Ward’s pasture field. We could not help ourselves. So we kept our eyes peeled for our feathered 
friends and were not disappointed on most days. In fact, this year we saw several rarities appear. 
We had 70 species on September 4th, including 14 warbler species including Cape May,  
Bay-breasted, Northern Parula and Blackpoll. On September 28th we had 54 species including a 
Black vulture leisurely soaring to the north. On September 30th John Lemon and I had a lone 
Short-eared owl come from south of the station and flew over our set but would not even give us 
a look despite our best efforts. On October16th David and I had another Black vulture along with 
over 1,400 Turkey vultures. On October 24th I had an adult Black-crowned Night Heron fly over 
and finally on October 29th I along with Bob Ward were extremely lucky to spot a Henslow’s 
sparrow jump up on the fence line to our south and sat on some tall weeds about 15 feet away. It 
was an amazing sighting of a species that has almost completely disappeared from Ontario. A 
report was made to the Ontario Bird Records Committee about this rare sighting. All of these 
sightings, along with dozens of others lists submitted from Hawk Cliff, confirm that this area is 
indeed an amazing location to go bird watching in the fall here in Ontario. I also logged all these 
sightings on eBird as well. At least our time spent watching those rather empty skies was not 
completely wasted! 
Hopefully 2018 will be a better year for banding but we cannot wait to see what will pop up next! 
I would like to thank all those who volunteered at station 7 this year, including Dave VanSeader, 
John Lemon, Bill Read and Janet Snaith. We are also extremely thankful to Bob and Eleanor 
Ward for their assistance, encouragement and friendship. They are kind and generous hosts and 
we are forever grateful for their generosity and hospitality. See you again in 2018!  
 
 



Hawk Cliff Interpretive Weekends 
 
September 16/17-Unusually warm weather, clear blue skies and light to no wind resulted in a 
poor migration and made it challenging to catch birds. We managed to band a few and have a 
descent selection of birds for our presentations. 
September 23/24-Record high temperatures and humidity and clear skies and again light to no 
winds had the same result as the previous weekend. On the 24th there were a few more birds 
moving but poor responses. Somehow we managed again to have a descent selection for our 
presentations. 
 
Hawk Cliff Banquet 
 
This year we had Mike Hodgson, Rose Braxton’s friend,  
show pictures of birds caught and seen at Hawk Cliff along  
with other areas of Ontario.  
Mike is a professional photographer and his pictures were  
excellent and enjoyed by all. 
 
We also paid tribute to Bob Hubert, a man that helped start it  
all here at Hawk Cliff way back in 1969. He has banded  
thousands of hawks and eagles since then and has mentored 
many of us interested in banding.  
In 2015 the Ontario government honoured Bob’s contribution 
to the community by presenting him with the Ontario Senior 
Achievement Award. The highest awarded to seniors in 
Ontario. 
So it was our pleasure to present him with our Lifetime Achievement Award and a lifetime  
Membership for his contributions to banding here at Hawk Cliff. 
 
Monarch Butterfly Tagging 
 Ann Vance 
 
Tagging of Monarch butteries has been ongoing at 
Hawk Cliff and area in Elgin County for many years.  
The team also does presentations during our Hawk Cliff 
Interpretive Weekends. 
 
This is the 2017 report. 
My associates Neva Carmichael, Bob Johnstone tagged 
200 Monarchs. One hundred and two were males and 
ninety-eight were females. There was a mixture of  
sizes- small to large. Four were found with deformities.  
All were tagged and released alive in their capture area. Some butterflies were caught at Hawk 
Cliff, but the best catching area was in nearby clover fields. Also, this year, fifty-eight of our 200 
were reared by two people interested in aiding the butterflies. Our tagging period started on 
August 26 and continued to October 6. Monarchs were more plentiful this year than last. 
Bruce Parker who did the morning demonstrations tagged another 300 Monarchs. Cameron 
Bolohan with 200 tags worked with us, too. Bruce and Cameron had a booth set up with live 
specimens on display. 
 
 

 
Tagged Monarch 
Photo: Ann Vance 

 
Cyril Crocker, left, presenting 
award to Bob Hubert 
Photo: Anita Crocker 



American Kestrel Nest Box Program 
 
Not quite as good as last year but still encouraging. 
 
 
 
 
 

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
2017 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male Female Male Female 
  

Crocker #1 17 18 23 41         
  

Izawa #3 10               
  

Fowler #4 20 21 15 36   1     
Total Boxes 47   

  

Total Banded 39 38 77   1     

            
% of total banded were male young     % of total banded were female young 

50.6%     49.4% 
 
Trichomonosis 
 
Trichomonosis is caused by a microscopic parasite causing illness and eventually death in our 
bird species. It is usually referred to as canker but in raptors it is known as frounce. It was first 
observed in 2005 in the United Kingdom and here in Canada in 2007 in Atlantic Canada. 
The parasite inhabits the upper digestive tract, mainly the crop and esophagus but can spread to 
the lungs or liver and other organs. Its origin is unknown but there is some evidence that 
backyard bird feeders and watering sites are areas where this disease can spread to others. It is 
imperative that bird feeders and watering containers are cleaned regularly to prevent the spread 
of this deadly disease. 
We were made aware of Trichomonosis prior to this season 
and were inspecting all birds that were caught.  
Two female Sharp-shinned hawks were caught by  
Charles Fowler at station 4. Both were taken to the  
Bluewater Centre for Raptor Rehab for treatment.  
If caught early enough this disease is treatable. 
Both recovered and they were brought back to Hawk Cliff 
banded and released. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sharp-shinned hawk with Trichomonosis 
Photo: Charles Fowler 



Observation Summary- Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch 
 
 

Fall 2017 Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch                 
Month BV TV OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT RL GE AK ML PG 

Sept.   1745 59 81 203 1845 41  4 4300 35   1186 53 29 
Oct.   32848 7 102 159 1559 132 1 177 14 458 8 31 169 20 138 
Nov.   1754  82 44 215 55 9 235 3 1384 29 118 6 9  
Dec.     33 66 7 7  4  132 49 2    
Total   36347 66 298 472 3626 235 10 420 4317 2009 86 151 1361 82 167 

                 
Abbreviations                
BV Black Vulture  RS Red-Shouldered hawk       
TV Turkey Vulture  BW Broad-winged Hawk       
OS Osprey  RT Red-tailed Hawk       
BE Bald Eagle  RL Rough-Legged Hawk       
NH Northern Harrier  GE Golden Eagle       
SS Sharp-shinned Hawk  AK American Kestrel       
CH Copper's hawk  ML Merlin       
NG Northern Goshawk  PG Peregrine Falcon       

 
Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.  
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission. (www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff) . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rose Braxton with Golden Eagle 
Photo: Russ Chantler 

 
Erica Dimuzio releasing Golden Eagle 
Photo: Russ Chantler 
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2017 Foreign Recoveries, Foreign Retraps, Returns and Repeats 
 
 Charlie Fowler 
 
Similar to last year, we had very few foreign recoveries and retraps. A highlight was that Al Hurst 
caught a foreign banded Red-shouldered hawk at station 6 in December. 
 

Foreign Recoveries 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and recovered at another location) 

 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1177-25870 HY   U 05-07-17  band number reported only, present condition of bird unknown. 
     Britton, Lenawee County, Michigan, USA. 
  98 11-12-04 John Lemon      415-0834 
 
1207-66343 HY   U 11-07-17 found dead, struck power wires. 
     Teviotdale, Ontario. 
  54 09-24-16 George Prieksaitis     434-0804 
 
American Kestrel 
 
1783-35485 L   M 06-20-17 found dead. 
     Jackson, Clarke County, Alabama, USA. 
  00 06-09-16 Charlie Fowler (nest box nestling)    313-0875 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Golden Eagle release 
Photo: Russ Chantler 

 
Golden Eagle talons 
Photo: Russ Chantler 



Foreign Retraps 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at another location) 

 
Coopers Hawk 
 
1115-05227 HY   F 10-26-17 caught during banding operations, alive, released. 
     Holiday beach, Ontario, Canada. 
  07 10-19-17 Charlie Fowler      420-0830 
 
 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1207-66353 HY   U 02-15-17 this bird is technically not a retrap but deserves noting. 
     It was sighted alive and well by a photographer north of 
     Bradford, Ontario, Canada. 
   10-20-14 Bob Hubert 
 

Returns 
(birds previously banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff this year) 

 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1703-51294 ATY   F 11-06-17 caught by Al Hurst at station 6. 
   12-01-14 banded as AHY by Al Hurst at station 6. 
 

Certificates of Appreciation 
(foreign banded birds retrapped at Hawk Cliff) 

 
American Kestrel 
 
1783-37000 HY   M 09-10-17 caught by Jim Izawa at station 5. 
   07-06-17 banded by Nigel Shaw as a nestling near Green River, Ontario, Canada. 
 
1783-36442 HY   M 10-05-17 caught by Jim Izawa at station 5 
   06-13-17 banded by Cyril Crocker as a nestling near Sparta, Ontario, Canada. 
 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1177-57949 SY   U 12-24-17 caught by Rose Braxton at station 6. 

Banded as HY by Claude Radley of Holiday Beach Migration 
Observatory, Ontario, Canada. 

 
1177-29719 ATY  U 02-09-17 road trapped by Charlie Fowler & Erica Dimuzio near Sharon, Ontario, 
     Canada. 
   11-12-13 banded by David Okines, Hawk Station, Clear Creek, Ontario, Canada. 
 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
 
1987-17508 HY   U 12-31-17 caught by Al Hurst at station 6. 

10-10-17 banded by Nigel Shaw, Tommy Thomson Park, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. 
 

Repeats 
(birds banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff within 30 days) 

 
We had 11 repeats this year- 6- Red-tailed hawks and 5- Sharp-shinned hawks 
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