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2018 Season Summary

Well, another banding season has come and gone. This past season started much like it has in
the past few years. September hot, not much wind or too many easterly winds. Things did not
improve much until mid October. The northerly winds, which we speak so highly of, finally arrived
and lasted until early to mid November. We banded 746 raptors in October which was the best
for this month since 2003 (1,113). Station 4’s total of 312 accounted for almost half of this total.
October also accounted for over half our yearly total of 1,317.

The weather turned against us in the later part of November and December with constant rains
and southerly winds. Many days with nothing moving and nothing seen.

Overall we cannot complain. Our total this year was the best since 2014 and better than our ten
year average of 1,249.With this said we are still well below our historical average of 2,183.

This year, at the request of Boise State University, we joined
their team on the Full Cycle Phenology Project. Other
collaborators on this project are the American Kestrel
Partnership, Hawk Watch International, St Mary’s University,
Environmental Laboratory of the U.S. Army Engineer
Research and Development Center and the University of
5 ‘ California, Los Angeles.

This prOJect conS|st|ng of removing a few breast feathers, will use the latest genetic technology
to collect DNA samples. In bringing together a large-scale group of professional and citizen
scientists across North America we can better understand the migration connectivity, population
trends and impacts of climate change on the American Kestrel. We can also identify distinct
populations and link their breeding and wintering grounds and migratory routes. This will also
allow us to determine the environmental conditions each population experiences. This is
essential to better understand the population trends and if the American Kestrel populations can
and how they will adapt to our changing climate.




Station Reports

Station 1- Bob Hubert

2018 had very few outstanding days of banding to help justify
spending as much time as we do at the banding stations.

The hawks are migrating later in the season and at higher
altitudes than normal. North winds were very rare and high
pressure systems nonexistent.

As in the past, we can only hope 2019 will be a successful year.

Bob Hubert with HY Northern Goshawk
Station 3- Cyril Crocker Photo: Rose Braxton

This season was much better for me. More than doubled last year’s disappointment. | lucked out
this year because | was at the banding station in the later part of October when the hawks were
migrating in large numbers. October’s total of 80 accounted for 75% of the birds | banded this
year. | had a new trainee, Eva Visscher, accompany me, for a few days, this past season. She is
a young girl, still in high school, who is very interested in banding raptors. She is an avid birder
with a keen interest in learning more about birds of prey. | hope she continues to follow her
endeavors as she would be a welcome addition to our team.

| am looking at retiring in 2019 so | am really looking forward to spending more time at the
banding station. With any luck my numbers should improve.

Station 4- Charles Fowler

It was an odd migration this year, a sentiment that I'm sure is shared by most of the other
banders. September began very slowly with not a raptor caught in my first six days, and only
nine banded through the first two weeks. The only highlight in the month was a HY male
Northern Goshawk trapped on the 22",

A complete turnaround took place in October. There were some very productive migration days
primarily in the middle of the month, with hundreds of raptors streaming through accipiter alley.
Perhaps climate change fueling warmer than normal temperatures through September delayed
the migration a couple of weeks. | was fortunate to band 312 birds in October, mostly sharp-
shinned hawks, two more than my total for the entire 2017 season. This included a beautiful HY
female Anatum Peregrine falcon, the first ever for station four and a late SY Broad-winged hawk
on the 21,

When November arrived it was back to reality with average migrations of primarily Red-tailed
hawks. Then warmer temperatures returned and poor winds and the migration slowed to a crawl.
The last eight days of the month resembled the start of the season with not a single bird banded.
This trend continued into December. | think it was the most discouraging month | can remember.
After catching my sixth hawk on the 8" not a single bird was banded and hardly a bird seen
migrating, the rest of the year. An all time low since staying open for the entire month of
December.

All'in all, no complaints thanks to a very exciting and productive October. My 2018 total of 445
banded birds, including 324 Sharp-shinned hawks, was a record high for me at station 4.



Station 5- Jim lzawa

“One touch of nature and the whole world is kin”
William Shakespeare

There was nothing to indicate that raptors of any kind were migrating. However, on August 28, |
saw a few fast moving, large falcon zoom overhead around 09:10. Later, a smaller falcon, a
kestrel flew over the station. At 0:920 an identifiable Peregrine zipped over. The Peregrine,
majestic and glorious, quickly made another pass. This time it clipped the lure, flew to the north
and turned on a southerly path. | didn’t have my nets up and wasn’t prepared so | missed a great
opportunity. What action in August and more importantly, why Peregrines this early in the
season?

Note to Jim: They have shown up this early in the season.

September seemed more promising than a year ago. | was able to band 85 kestrels with the help
of Russ Chantler and Mike Hodgson.

The number of Sharp-shinned hawks were limited to 23 comparatively. What felt great was the
fact that we were able to collect 80 American Kestrel feather samples for the project.

October in reflection seemed like a delight! 51 more kestrels compared to 4 in October last year.

November proved to be a no show once again for raptors migrating along the shoreline of Lake
Erie in any great numbers! | reluctantly closed.

I would like to extend a deep word of gratitude to all who assisted me this season. A thank you to
all banders for a wonderful collegial attitude and supportive bond in our ongoing collective
enterprise.

Jim lzawa,
a fellow sentinel at Hawk CIiff.

Station 6- Al Hurst

2018 was my fifth year at station six and turned out to be our second best with 274 banded
which is just over twice the 136 we banded in 2017. Once again September remained hot with
south and east winds bringing few hawks. October and November were much better and
December started good but only one hawk was banded after the 8™.

The very warm weather in September is becoming a worry for holding birds for our interpretive
weekends. Plans are in place to move our presentations to the second last weekends in
September. Cooler weather at this time of the month will better suit the birds.

Extensive work on our station in 2017 really paid off with only one mouse being trapped.

Much cleaner and healthier for us.

Thanks to George Prieksaitis we were able to add a 4™ bownet to our setup and | am looking
forward to adjusting the layout for 2019. Rose and Mike continue to be a big part of our team
with Mike becoming more a trainee than a photographer. Trainee Eva Visscher spent a few days
at our station and always seemed to bring us luck. Unfortunately our fellow bander Russ was
unable to spend much time at the station this year due to health issues. With continued recovery
we look forward to having him back with us in 2019.

No Peregrine falcons, Rough-legged hawks or Golden Eagles were banded at our station but we
were able to band three HY male Northern Goshawks. Maybe 2019 will be the year we break the
300 barrier.



Station 7- George Prieksaitis

Although 2018 started off slow, especially in September, results definitely improved over last
year. In 2017, we caught only 40 birds for the season, and even Red-tailed hawks were hard to
come by. In 2016, we managed to catch 138 birds. In 2018, we finished the year with 97 birds
from eight different species.

The other interesting observation, consistent with prior years, was that almost all birds were
caught later in the afternoon, usually after 3pm. It seems that birds tend to move further inland
nearer the end of the day to hunt, and were much more responsive to lures. This is a pattern that
Janet Snaith confirmed to us from her previous time at this station with her husband Bruce
Duncan.

Another welcome change this year over last was the variety of
raptors banded at station 7. This year, we managed to band
eight species, including two HY male Northern Goshawks.

It has been a while since we caught any of these powerful birds,
one HY Red-shouldered hawk and a HY Merlin. While our
numbers of Sharp-shinned hawks, Coopers hawk and Red-tailed
hawk banded were well below average, there was enough action
to keep it interesting. Consistent with last year, we kept our eyes
peeled for other birds passing by. As a group we managed to see -« /

113 species this fall, including a Cattle Egret and a Short-eared HY Northern Goshawk

owl. Also included were 18 species of warblers, such as Photo: George Prieksaitis
Northern Paula, Wilson’s, Blackpoll, Bay-breasted and

Orange-crowned. Other interesting species included Sora rail, Northern Mockingbird, Northern
Shrike, American Pipit and even a flock of Snow Buntings in December.

The sightings of Neotropical migrants in September was the only thing that kept the month
interesting. All of these records as well as previous records confirm that this area is indeed

an amazing location to go bird watching in the fall in Ontario. All record accounts were logged
into e-Bird.

We want to thank all who volunteered at station 7 this year, including David VanSeader, George
Prieksaitis, John Lemon, Bill Read and Ryan and Chris Leys.

We are also extremely thankful to Bob and Eleanor Ward for their assistance, encouragement
and friendship. They are kind and generous hosts and we are forever grateful for their generosity
and hospitality.

See you again in 2019.

Cattle Egret
Photo: John Lemon




New Trainee- Eva Visscher

From a young age, nature has brought me inspiration and once

| discovered the world of birds my passion in life was realized.
Fascinated by the way science, technology, psychology and
artistic influence come together to enhance our awareness of the
natural world, | plan to study the behaviors, physiology and
evolution of birds at the University of Western Ontario. | do not
know exactly what area of study my path will take me on; but,
through exposure with the St. Thomas Field Naturalists,

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banders and the Thames Talbot Land Trust |
have found fellowship with supportive like-minded friends all who
help me diversify my views, expand my knowledge base and
nurture my curious nature.

Some of my most memorable experiences from the past few Photo: Rose Braxton
years are: Internship at Thames Talbot Land Trust,

Young Ornithologists’ Workshop at Long Point Birds Observatory, Ontario Nature Youth Summit
for Biodiversity and Environmental Leadership, and Raptor banding at Hawk CIiff.

Hawk CIiff Interpretive Weekends

Once again we were plagued with unseasonable hot weather. Seems more like the norm than
unseasonable. Although we were experiencing temperatures in the 30C (86F) range, very light
winds and high humidity we did manage to have a few hawks for our presentations.

We are exploring the idea of moving these two weekends to the last two weeks of September
and hopefully cooler weather. Although we limit the time we hold the captive birds for the
presentations we are concerned for the health of the birds.

The presentations were well attended again this year due to the efforts of the Thames Talbot
Land Trust and the St. Thomas Field Naturalists.

Presenters: Jim lzawa, Russ Chantler, Al Hurst and Cyril Crocker.




American Kestrel Nest Box Program

Erica Dimuzio has come on board this year with five additional ‘
nest boxes. Area 1 was down two from last year with Area 3
up in numbers. Area 4 had the largest decrease over last
year for reasons unknown.

Areas 1 and 4 collected feathers as part of the

Full Cycle Phenology Project.

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail

2018 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns

Banders ‘Area‘ Boxes Male‘ Female ‘Total Male‘ Female Male‘ Female

Crocker | #1 | 17 | 25 | 14 | 39 | | | |
Izawa \ #3 \ 10 \ 1 ‘ 3 ‘ 4 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Fowler | #4 | 22 1M | 11 | 22 ] | | |
Dimuzio ‘ #5 ‘ 2 3 ‘ 2 ‘ S ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Total Boxes 54
Total Banded 40 30 70
% of total banded were male young % of total banded were female young

57.1% 42.9%




Observation Summary- Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch

Fall 2018 Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch

Month | BV TV OS | BE | NH | SS CH [ NG| RS | BW RT |[RL|GE| AK | ML | PG
Aug. 1 3 2 2 1

Sept. 336 | 46 | 113 | 169 | 1275 | 43 2 5831 50 1| 822 | 46| 23
Oct. 11532 5141 | 434 | 3694 | 190 6 | 143 50| 667 | 3| 32| 1651 | 105 | 57
Nowv. 124 8| 18 32| 18 1| 37 267 | 3 4 2
Dec. 35 30 9 3| 17 4 95| 3 1 1
Total 12027 | 52 | 292 | 633 | 5006 | 268 | 13 | 180 | 5883 | 1079 | 9 | 48 | 2479 | 154 | 80
BV Black Vulture RS Red-Shouldered Hawk

TV Turkey Vulture BW Broad-winged Hawk

oS Osprey RT Red-tailed Hawk

BE Bald Eagle RL Rough-Legged Hawk

NH Northern Harrier GE Golden Eagle

SS Sharp-shinned Hawk AK American Kestrel

CH Copper's Hawk ML Merlin

NG Northern Goshawk PG Peregrine Falcon

Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.
Hawk Watch totals printed by permission. (www.ezlink.ca/~thebrowns/HawkCliff) .




Sharp Shinned Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1999-2018




Northern Goshawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1999-2018

Northern Harrier
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1999-2018




American Kestrel
Hawk CIliff Fall Banding 1999-2018




Red-tailed Hawk
Hawk Cliff Fall Banding 1999-2018

2018 Foreign Recoveries, Foreign Retraps, Returns and Repeats

Charlie Fowler

Foreign Recoveries

(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and recovered at another location)

Red-tailed Hawk

1857-14945

1947-06716

1117-33500

1947-23281

HY U 01-02-18
00 11-07-17

AHY U 04-10-18

50 11-11-16

ASY U 05-17-18

00 09-14-11
HY U 06-21-18

50 11-11-16

Found dead.
Ashland, Ashland County, Ohio, USA. US Route 250 East.
Russ Chantler

Found dead, band with skeleton or bone only.
Harrow, Ontario, Canada

- open grassy area in a woods 100 yards next to road
Jim izawa

Found dead.

Sarnia, Ontario, Canada, Cope Asphalt.

Bird admitted to Blue Water Centre for Raptor Rehabilitation
-oiled and emaciated (07-13-11).

Charlie Fowler

Found dead, band with skeleton or bone only.
Cobourg, Ontario, Canada, Highway 2.
Russ Chantler

405-0821

420-0825

425-0822

435-0781



American Kestrel

1783-36530 AHY M 02-23-18

21 09-17-17

Red Shouldered Hawk

2206-91674 AHY U 05-23-18
98

Sharp-shinned Hawk

1343-67527 HY F 12-29-10

60 09-27-10

Coopers Hawk

0874-10452 HY M 02-20-18

14 10-27-15

Bird dead. Caught or found dead in building or enclosure.
Chunchula, Mobile County, Alabama, USA, 12526 Celeste Road.
Jim lzawa 305-0880

Band or band number only obtained, no further information available,
condition unknown but band removed.

Harrow, Ontario, Canada, County Road 20 East.

Al Hurst 420-0825

Bird dead, hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured on road.
Enon, Clark County, Ohio, USA

Gary Hubert 395-0835

Bird dead, caught due to striking or being struck by motor vehicle.
Brantford, Ontario, Canada, Highway 403

Bob Hubert 403-0801

Foreign Retraps

(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Another location)

Coopers Hawk

1115-05227 HY F 10-26-17

66 10-19-17

Sharp-shinned Hawk

1703-50964 HY F 04-16-16

66 09-13-13

Red-tailed Hawk

1947- 06793 HY U 11-20-18

66 11-26-14

Caught during banding operations, alive, released.
Holiday Beach Conservation Area, Ontario, Canada.

Charlie Fowler 420-0830

Caught during banding operations, alive, released.
Braddock bay Bird Observatory, Greece, Ney York, USA.

Russ Chantler 431-0774

Caught during banding operations, alive, released.
Holiday Beach Conservation Area, Ontario, Canada.
Al Hurst 420-0830



Repeats
(Birds previously banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff within 30 days or same day)

We had nine repeats this year all retrapped at Station 4.
4 - Red-tailed hawk

3 - Sharp-shinned hawk
2 — Coppers hawk

This year there were no returns (Hawks previously banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk CIiff).

There were also no Certificates of Appreciation (Foreign banded birds retrapped at Hawk CIiff).

Acknowl men

The Hawk Cliff Banding Station is a volunteer organization that relies heavily upon the generosity
of a number of individuals and organizations in order to carry on our projects.

Hosts

We are very grateful for the following landowners for their generosity. Each year they allow us to
use their property to conduct our banding programs.

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ivan
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ward
Lake Huron and Elgin Area Water Supply (Andrew Henry- Manager) and staff.

Banders and Volunteers-current Honorable Member
Jim lzawa Charlie Fowler Cyril Crocker Gary Hubert

Russ Chantler Erica Dimuzio Eva Visscher

Al Hurst Pat Fowler George Prieksaitis

Rose Braxton Bob Hubert Janet Snaith

Mike Hodgson Helen White Dave VanSeader



Supporters

ntario Ministry of Natural Resour (&) Ontario

Th nadian Wildlif Ivi

.Thomas Field Naturali l

We would like to thank the club and its members for their continued financial support. As well, we
thank the club, especially Al Hurst, Bob Johnstone and Ron Casier, for assisting us with our
Hawk Cliff Interpretive Weekends.

Lake Huron and Eigin Area W r I © Lake Huron & Elgin Area C)
Lake Huron Water Supply Systems Elgin Area
Charlie Fowler

On behalf of the members of The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station, | would like to thank Charlie
Fowler for an outstanding job as Secretary/ Treasurer, recording the recoveries, repeats, retraps
and coordinating the band inventory.

ntribution

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this newsletter and donations in 2018.

George & Bill Prieksaitis Dave VanSeader John Lemon
St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club Charlie and Pat Fowler

Jim and Sam lzawa Ron Kingswood

Rose Braxton Mike Hodgson

Special Thanks

A special thanks to our spouses, who unselfishly allow us to spend countless hours away from
them and family pursuing our passion.
Our banding program would not exist without their support.

Russ Chantler

This past fall Russ suffered a stroke that put him out of action for most of the banding season.
With physiotherapy and help from friends and family he is slowly recovering and will be ready for
the 2019 banding season.

From all your banding friends we wish you well and a speedy recovery.



Banding Totals - 2018 Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station
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Aug )
Stn 1
Stn 3
Stn4
Stn 3 8
Stn 6 1 6
Stn7
Total 4 14
Sept
Stn 1 7 19} 0.32 51 1 6
Stn3 13| 83.75) 0.33 2 14 1 4 21
Stn4 26]  135.00{ 0.47 7 a7 3 1 2 4 64
Stn5 26f 12500({ 098 | 85 3 23 5 7 123
Stné 19]  9950| 087{ 33 1 42 5 3 3 87
Stn7 3| 1450 0.48 3 4 7
Total 94 45717067 | 1271| 4 134 14 1] 13 15 308,
Oct
Stn1 2 99.0f 0.92 74 3 1 13 9
Stn3 6 328| 244 6 66| 3 1 4 80
Stn4 24| 1280|244 1| 3| 1| 260] 417 4 1 15 312
Stns 23 9750 104| &1 3| 1 24 2 17 3 101
Stn 6 20 9850 1181 25| 4 62| 10 1 4 10 116
Stn7 15 975| 0.47 1 18] 9 3 14 1 46
Tofal | 10| 55325[ 1.35] 4] 10| 2| 504 44 1 30| 1 59—
Nov
Stn 1 18 88| 0.53 71 9 1 28] 2 47
Stn3 7 26.5{ 0.75 5 6 9 20
Stn4 24 99! 0.64 16 1 2 34 63
Sin5 9l 315|019 2 1 3 6
Sin6 19 82| 0.72 1 6 10| 2| 2 370 1 59
Stn7 9 45} 0.67 1 1 8 2| 1 19 30
Total 36 372] 0.60 1 2 40| 40 4] 5 130 3
Dec
Stn1 15 51| 0.10 1 2 2 5
Stn3 4 12| 0.08 1 1 1
Stn 4 24 73} 0.08 K U e 6
S5 ) CLOseD
Sn6 19 69} 0.17 3T T e 12
Stn7 6 18.5] 0.76 2l 1] 14 14
Total 223.5] 017 2 7 1 27 il 38
Fail
Stn 1 62| 257.00{ 058 87} 15 1] 1 430 2 149
Stn3 30 13500 o090 8 85 9 2 18 122
Stn4 98| 43500 102/ 18] 3| 1| 324 31| 1] 8 1| s8 445
Stn 5 61f 26200{ 08| 136 6 1| 471 o 25 6 230
Siné 78] 355.00| 077 58] 6 10| 28] 3} 9 58 2 274
Stn7 33} 17550 055 2| 1 21 13] 2 3 48] 1 97
Total | 362] 1619.50] 0.81] 222] 16| 2| 680 106] 7] 48 1 2375 1317
Nests 65 5]
Road Trapped 2 1 3
Rehab/Hacked 1 11 1 2 2l 1 8
Total 2018 2900 6] 3] 681 105] 71 48] 1 233 9] T T [ 2T 7] T30

| 107,637  banded pre- 2018

Total banded since 1969 = 109,030}
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