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Project Summary

The primary objective of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is to trap and band raptors
during their fall migration at Hawk Cliff in order to add to the body of scientific knowledge. With
that as a base, we undertake a number of projects that compliment that primary objective.

In the fall, we support an education program, whereby we show captive birds to the public during
two weekends in September. We explain how to identify one from the other, their individual
characteristics, and their benefits. We also explain the advantages and benefits of the banding
program.

Through the summer, several members monitor American Kestrel nest box trails and undertake
banding of the young from the nest.

With the support of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, members band raptors released
from rehab and hacking programs.
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This year we are celebrating our fiftieth anniversary. The following is an explanation of how and
why it all began.

The Beginning by Marshall Field

The pathway leading up to the establishing of a raptor banding station at Hawk Cliff actually
started with the arrival of John Haugh from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, in early
September, 1967. John came to this area to make field observations as part of his continental
study of hawk migration and soon became acquainted with a few of the local hawk watchers, and
some friendships were developed.

In the spring of 1969, John sent an invitation to myself and my wife, Dolly, to visit him at his
home. During his visit we were treated to a tour of Cornell University and a short trip to a spring
lookout called Derby Hill situated on the south shore of Lake Ontario. Here we found some
students of ornithology from Cornell had set up a hawk-catching station which immediately
caught my attention. | took note of the layout and the way the lure lines were arranged. The
migration that particular day was not that good but we were able to see a single Sharp-shinned
Hawk make a pass at the lure and be captured for banding.

During the summer of 1969, John Roberts, Bill Wasserfall and |, were able to start formulating
plans to set up a hawk banding station at Hawk CIiff under the guidance of the Point Pelee Hawk
Banding Committee of the Ontario Bird Banding Association.

On August 10, 1969, two truckloads of material were delivered to the sight chosen. Point Pelee
Bird Observatory and the Ontario Bird Banding Association paid for the materials, using a portion
of a grant they received from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists.

By September we had an eight by sixteen-foot building in place. We recruited some local and
outside birders interested in hawk trapping. Bob Hubert, Lawrence Sanders and Bill Wasserfall
and his daughter Valerie helped with the many tasks of building and opening a station. Jim Grier
from Cornell University came for a few days and contributed valuable information on how to
catch hawks and monitor the migration. John Roberts and Michael Bradstreet, also Ontario Bird
Banding Association members, spent time banding at the station. Frank Folemsbee, an
enthusiastic hawk trapper from Chippewa, spent a week in November. The 202 hawks banded
that first fall seem rather insignificant now after fifty years.

Coopers Hawk Drawing
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Our numbers were low, in the beginning, due to only having a couple of banding stations. Many
factors helped us improve our banding totals.

A) Better knowledge of trapping methods.

B) Additional banding stations were added.

C) In the beginning we started out powering our bow nets with rat-trap springs. They
were weak and painfully slow for the ever-alert hawks. That frustration was relieved
when Jim Grier shipped us a bow net with stronger springs from Cornell University.
We were able to copy the springs which made our bow nets snappy enough to
capture any kind of hawk.

D) Improvements to our banding stations was a maijor factor in improving our numbers.

A) Installing one-way glass, the width of the station, greatly improved our field of
view. This changed the view from a 3” high opening to a 20” high opening.

B) Installing foot trips, from hand trips, for our bow nets. This allows both hands
free to work the lure line.

In 1973, two species were caught and banded. A Barn Owl was caught by Bill Wasserfall in
November and in December Craig Brown caught a gray morph Gyrfalcon. In December 1991
Cyril Crocker and Don Fowler caught a second year male Snowy Owl.

Three good records that were firsts in our history and have never been repeated.

Marsh Field
September 1969

Photo supplied by John Lemon




Season Summary

This year was an unusual year to say the least.

September began, as it has recently, very slow with hot weather and light easterly winds.
Migration improved somewhat during the last two weeks of the month. Northerly and westerly
winds brought a decent migration but oddly enough we caught a good number of hawks on
southerly winds.

Our total (643) is the best since 2012 (1,066).

October was a great disappointment. We all anticipated migration would continue but we were
very wrong due to poor weather conditions throughout the month. Warm temperatures and wet
rainy days with predominate easterly winds spelt doom to any significant migration.

Our total of (223) for the month was the worse October since 2017 (212).

November began as October ended but really improved starting on the 7th. There were some
cold snowy days early in the month and this weather sparked the migration. November 12 to 16
were our biggest days, especially Red-tailed Hawks, and the 16th is going into our record books
as the most Red-tailed Hawks caught in a single day. All stations combined, caught and banded
129 Red-tailed Hawks with Al Hurst, at station 6, accounting for 38 of them. That day station 6, 4
and 3 had only one person each. They were very busy and our total would have been higher if
everyone could have been there. November’s total of 360 Red-tailed Hawks is our second-best
total since 1995 (497) which is a record for this month.

The birds that did not move in October showed up in November which is completely against
historical migration trends. The prolonged warm fall weather had a lot to do with it then the cold
and snow showed up. After November the 16th the migration doors closed. Very few migrants of
any kind.

November’s total (458) is our second-best November only surpassed in 1995 (651) which is also
a record for this month.

December was much like October only worse. As mentioned, the migration doors closed and it
continued into December. Few birds of any description were migrating. Unusual mild weather,
with no snow cover, kept them from moving once they reached southern Ontario. No reason to
migrate, no snow cover and lots of prey available.

Overall, we cannot complain. Our yearly total (1,365) is our best since 2012 (1,628).

Dave & George
‘ : Station 7 - Nov. 2012

Photos supplied by John



Species Summary

Falcons

American Kestrel

American Kestrel numbers are improving ever so slowly which is an encouraging sign. This is
our second year collecting breast feathers for the Kestrel Morphological Study being conducted
by the University of Utah. This year we sent 215 samples.

Our total (253) is below our 10-year average (265) but is the best since 2012 (392). Our 20-year
average is (369).

Merlin

These little torpedoes with wings are a joy to watch. Our total (51) is above our 10-year
average (32) and 20-year average (39) and is the best year since 2006 (66).

Peregrines

Either these birds are getting smarter or we are just not lucky. Their numbers have remained
steady over the past few years but they are not responding. At least not the way we have been
accustomed to.

This year’s total (2) is below our 10-year average of (4) and 20-year average of (5).

Accipiters

Sharp-shinned Hawk

This year was a very disappointing one for sharp-shinned migration. Unfavourable winds in
September and first half of October, their major migration time, accounted in the lack of birds
seen and banded. This year’s total (486) is well below our 10-year average of (582) as well as
our 20-year average of (697).

Coopers Hawk

Like the sharp-shinned hawk the winds did us no favours. Numbers, at Hawk Cliff, were down
directly as a result of this. This year’s total (67) was not far off our 10-year average of (69) but
below our 20-year average of (88).

Northern Goshawk

Hawk Cliff is not a major fall migration flyway for this bird. Migration is sporadic at best.
This year’s total (6) is about average with our 10-year average (5) but below our 20-year average
of (9).



Northern Harrier

This bird has two major migration times at Hawk Cliff. In September and October, the hatching
year birds move through then in December the adults move. The later depends on cold snowy
weather with good snow cover that seems to encourage the adults to move further south. In
recent years this has not been the case. Prolonged mild weather into December with few cold
snowy days has not produced the later migration of adults. Although our total this year (64) is not
far off our 10-year average (66) but is well below our 20-year average (92).

Buteos

Broad-winged Hawk

Well, this year we did not manage to catch one. Although there were a few days with a good
number moving through we could not entice one to respond. Their numbers seen this past year
were way down due mostly to the unfavourable winds.

Red-Shouldered Hawk

The numbers seen this year were about average and our total this year of (5) is slightly above
both our 10 and 20-year averages of (4).

Rough-legged Hawk

It all depends on how severe the winters are further north. These birds show up in our area
only when food sources are low or limited by snow cover. Our total this year of (3) is average.
Our 10-year average is (4) and 20-year average is (3).

Red-tailed Hawk

We were wondering where these birds were. Hardly
any migrating in September and October. Where
could they be? The light easterly winds accounted for
some of it but we were not seeing them even on days
with favourable winds. Well, then came November
with some cold snowy days and northerly winds.
After the first week they started showing up with the
7th to the 16th being the largest number of red-tailed
hawks seen in a long, long time. As mentioned above
we set a one-day record of 129 Red-tailed Hawks
banded. Station 6 caught 38 of them which is also a
one-day station record. Our total for the year (428) is the
most we have banded since 2007 (462) and is much

higher than both our 10-year (223) and 20-year average Leucistic ASY Red-tailed Hawk
(255). Photo: Don Fowler




Station Reports

Station 1- Bob Hubert

| only banded 32 hours in September due to other commitments and the results show a poor
performance of 7 raptors banded.

October failed to be a successful month due to poor winds and migrating at high altitudes, the
hawks were flying, and would not respond. The low numbers of sharp-shinned hawks observed
was also a factor.

November was the month we were waiting for as we witnessed a large migration of Red-tailed
Hawks and excellent responses. A total of 360 red-tailed hawks were banded from all stations.
There was no snow cover in December and the results showed a lack of hawks. My banding
ceased on the 25th of December.

Station 3- Cyril Crocker

| was eagerly awaiting the 2019 banding season as | retired in June and looked forward to
spending more time banding.

September began slowly with very few hawks moving due in most part to very warm weather and
light easterly winds. Even migrating passerines were few and far between. The last two weeks
made up for the first half with migration picking up. My 120 birds banded was the highest number
for me, for this month, in a long, long time.

October on the other hand was, putting it plainly, a great disappointment. | cannot remember this
month, in previous years, being so slow. October is generally our biggest migration month. This
year October only accounted for half of what | would typically band and that is taking into
account that | was working and would only be there on weekends.

November generally is a slower month but this year proved to be quite the opposite. We finally
got some days with northerly winds, cold and snow. Beginning November 7th, the migration
began in earnest, especially Red-tailed Hawks, and continued through to the 16th.| managed to
band 62 red-tailed hawks this month. Of this total, | banded 57 between the 7" and the 16™.
Overall November was one of the best in quite a long time.

Station 4- Charles Fowler

The fall of 2019 began the total opposite of last year at station 4. September was a decent month
with a pretty steady flight of sharp-shinned hawks toward the end of the month. A total of 157
raptors, this year, was a much better start to the season than the 64 birds banded in September
of last year. Then October arrived! Again, a total reverse of last year. What is typically my best
month yielding a mere 88 hawks, compared to my record October last year with 312 banded.,
Anything can happen in November and this year, cold northerly winds along with some early
snow brought an abundance of Red-tailed Hawks around the middle of the month. It was a
reminder of days years ago when the sky would be full of raptors! | was able to catch 70 Red-
tailed Hawks in the ten days between the 7th and the 16th. This contributed to a total of 98 Red-
tailed Hawks for the year, a new season high for me at station 4. It was odd to band more birds
in November, this year, than in October. After the Red-tailed Hawk flight however, the last couple
of weeks of November right through until the end of December, we were all staring at mostly
empty skies, and few birds were banded by any station.

A highlight for me, this year, was banding a total of 12 Merlins. This is about double my usual.
Station 4 is not a station that typically sees many falcons, so this was definitely an unexpected
thrill for me!



Station 5- Jim Izawa/ Rose Braxton
Jim lzawa

This season began on August 22. We banded two American Kestrels, one Cooper’s Hawk and
one Red-tailed Hawk. Although a modest number, this was a better result than last year when no
raptors were banded in August. The September American Kestrel flight seemed fluid. That is,
American Kestrels were banded on most days during the month which was a stark contrast to
the past few seasons!

Once again October proved to be very disappointing! Only 21 raptors were banded. However, on
October 1, our first Peregrine Falcon was banded. The first of two for the station.

On November 2 | turned the station managers position over to Rose Braxton. It is my fervent
hope that we will all assist her. It was wonderful to pass this privilege onto someone with such
promising potential! She has exhibited excellent skills, awareness, enthusiasm, capability and
leadership. It is imperative, | believe, to allow younger banders the opportunity to move into such
roles for the betterment and future of banding at Hawk CIiff.

| extend to George Prieksaitis, Al Hurst and all others in mentoring Rose, a heartfelt thank you,
as she continues her ongoing journey of banding!

Rose Braxton

Another banding season began with Jim Izawa proclaiming, “Let the blood-letting begin!”

Fall 2019 was another learning experience. Working at the “falcon station” exposed me to a lot
more American Kestrels and made for a busy beginning of the season. As Jim stated, a few
raptors were banded in August. My first day there, we caught a Cooper’s Hawk and a Red-tailed
Hawk. This was not what | was expecting from the falcon station.

Although | was there mostly on weekends, we managed to band quite a number of American
Kestrels in September. We continued with the feather samples this year and Mike and | started
trying to keep photographic records of some of them as well, to learn about aging them. Jim has
been instrumental in mentoring Mike and | with his knowledge of many years working with
American Kestrels.

October was a little disappointing as far as numbers, but with Mike’s help | caught my first
Peregrine Falcon, at station 5. That certainly made up for it. Mike was able to take it down to
Cyril’'s station for Eva, a trainee, experiencing holding her first Peregrine Falcon. Pretty exciting
day! Little did | know that Bob was going to carve a likeness of this Peregrine’s head to present
to me at our banquet. Thank you, Bob! | will cherish it forever!

November was a little better as far as numbers. One of the craziest days | have seen with Red-
tailed hawks was this month. Even though we did not catch as many as the other stations, it was
just awesome to share in the excitement. Mike and | also started taking photos of Red-tailed
hawks, again for ageing purposes.

December was very disappointing. | know that station 5 is not usually open in December, but |
was still hoping we might do okay with Northern Harriers. Unfortunately, we did not catch one
hawk the entire month! We ended the season just 5 shy of the 300 mark.

A big thank you goes out to Jim for entrusting me with the station manager’s position. | have
some pretty big shoes to fill and | appreciate your confidence in me. | do not take this
responsibility lightly. | know | have a lot more to learn and look forward to working together next
fall.

| could not take over the station without Mike’s help. He has been there most weekends with me
and also spent some time with Jim while | was at work. He has shown himself to be competent
and willing to learn and put up with me. He is deserving of obtaining his license this coming year
and will be an excellent bander.



Lastly, | want to thank George for believing in me enough to have me at his station for a period of
time that first year and then talking to Al about taking me under his wing. Without you accepting
me, | would not be where | am today. Al, | will be forever grateful to you for teaching me so much
in those five years we spent together at station 6. Who knew | would be taking over my own
station?

| believe the Hawk Cliff banders are all like family to me and | so appreciate all your support and
cannot wait for fall of 2020.

Station 6- Al Hurst

Due to retiring | was able to spend most days at the cliff. 2019 was not my best year but not my
worst.

September saw good numbers of American Kestrels but only about half the Sharp-shinned
Hawks expected with a small number of other hawks thrown in. | seemed to have a larger
number of bounce outs and maybe changing the angle of the nets will make a difference.
October was dismal with only 36 hawks banded for the month.

November was saved by good flights of Red-tailed Hawks on three days. On November 8th |
banded 13, on the 11th | banded 12 and on the 16th | banded 38. The 16th was the best day |
have ever had banding by myself. | am sure that with a partner fifty or more would have been
possible. Blue skies with big puffy clouds and 20-25kph north-east winds spell great days at
station 6.

December was a washout. No snow, no migration.

Once again too many warm days, too many south and east winds. Hopefully the hawks,
especially Sharp-shinned Hawks, are just being pushed inland and their numbers are still there.
Only time will tell.

Looking forward to 2020.

Station 7- George Prieksaitis

2019 started off quite well for us, especially in September, and results definitely improved over
prior year’s September action, mostly because of favourable northerly winds and lower
temperatures. However, things changed for the worse in October. In 2016, we managed to band
138 birds. In 2017, we banded only 40 for the season and even Red-tailed Hawks were hard to
come by. In 2018, we managed to band 97 birds from eight different species. In 2019, we
finished the year with 104 birds from six different species. October was particularly disappointing,
with only 14 birds banded in the whole month. Sharp-shinned Hawks seemed to just disappear
from the landscape and the expected Red-tailed Hawk flights never materialized, despite
promising winds on a few days. John Lemon got skunked for his entire visit around Thanksgiving
this year despite great effort and perseverance. Thanks to John for coming out to man the station
despite disappointing results and no birds flying. You’ll get'em next year, John!!

The other interesting observation from 2019, consistent with the two prior years, was that almost
all birds were caught in the afternoon, usually after 3pm. It seems that birds tend to move inland
nearer the end of the day to hunt, and were much more responsive to lures. This is a pattern that
Janet Snaith confirmed to us from her previous time at this station with her husband, Bruce
Duncan. It was definitely true this year.

The variety of raptors banded at station #7 this year continued to keep it interesting. This year,
we only managed to band six species, including three Merlins, all immature birds, but it was nice
to see that other species are possible to band, like Cooper’s Hawk, Northern Harrier and
American Kestrel. While our numbers of Sharp-shinned Hawks and Red-tailed Hawks banded
were well below average, there was enough action to keep it interesting. | just missed an
immature Northern Goshawk that escaped from the hawk net at the last moment in early



November! Interestingly enough, | never managed to catch a single male Sharp-shinned Hawk
for the entire season! Guess that | am more of a “ladies’ man”, at least when it comes to Sharp-
shinned Hawks!

Consistent with last year, we kept our eyes peeled for other birds that passed through the Ward’s
pasture field, woodlot and pond. As a group, we managed to see 126 species this fall, including a
Common Gallinule on September 2, a Great Egret on September 8 and a Sedge Wren on
September 28. We could have also banded a House Wren, as it kept on sneaking into the
banding station and getting trapped in there. Ryan Leys was surprised to see that he had a
helper crawling around our collection of holding cans! Our list also, included 14 species of
warblers, including Cape May, Northern Parula, Wilson’s, Bay-breasted and Orange Crowned,
Other interesting sightings included Red-headed Woodpecker, Great-horned Owl, Common
Nighthawk, Philadelphia Vireo, Black-billed Cuckoo, Northern Mockingbird, Northern Shrike,
American Pipit and even a flock of Snow Buntings in November. We also witnessed impressive
migrations of Sandhill Cranes, especially in November, when 218 were counted on November 6
by myself and David Vanseader. All of these records, along with dozens of other lists submitted
from Hawk CIiff, confirm that this area is indeed am amazing location to go birdwatching in the
fall in Ontario. Ryan and | diligently logged all these sightings into e-Bird as well.

| want to thank all those who volunteered at station #7 this year. David Vanseader, John Lemon,
Bill Read and his friend Renee and Ryan and Chris Leys. Appreciated the team effort to keep the
station going, feed and water the birds and repair all sorts of small things around the set. We are
looking forward to getting Ryan fully licensed next year. He has been an apprentice for nearly 10
years!

We are extremely thankful to Bob and Eleanor Ward for their assistance, encouragement and
friendship. They are kind and generous hosts and we are forever grateful for their generosity and
hospitality. See you again in 2020.

Photos supplied by John Lemon




Hawk CIliff Interpretive Weekends (September 21-22 & 28-29)

Due to our hot and humid weather, we have been experiencing over recent years, we decided to
move our weekends to the last two weeks of September. This was done in the hopes of cooler
weather to minimize the stress on the birds.

Well, the weather was still a bit on the warm side and the humidity lingered, but both weekends,
weather wise, were good with the exception of the Saturday, September 28th, that saw cloudy
and misty rain. The raptors co-operated and we had a good selection for both weekends. We
had a good selection of American Kestrels, Merlins, Northern Harriers and Red-tailed Hawks.
Good crowds, several hundred, made the weekends worthwhile for all clubs like the Thames
Talbot Land Trust, St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club and various other organizations. A larger tent
and microphone are on the agenda for next year.

Monarch Butterfly Taqgging

Ann Vance

Several people mentioned the large number of monarchs
they had noticed this year. Tagging the last hatch of

these beautiful butterflies was easier this year as
compared to recent years. At Hawk Cliff people told me

of having their own patch of milkweeds and of being aware
of the monarch'’s life cycle. Good interest was shown.

The fact that Central Elgin chooses to cut the ditches from
fence line to fence line (more in places) makes it more difficult to tag from the roads. The cutting
destroys nectaring plants for all butterflies and insects and the milkweeds that hold late-hatching
caterpillars and chrysalides. Clover fields in the Hawk Cliff area proved to be the best tagging
area for me. Thank you to the farmers. Fellow taggers, Bruce and Cameron used the Thames
Talbot Land Trust's meadows and other areas for their 600 monarch tags.




| used 197 tags provided by Monarch Watch of the University of Kansas. One hundred two were
males; 95 were females. Fifty-eight were reared monarchs. Sizes ranged from small to large. All
were released alive in their capture area. My tagging period went from September 13 to 30.

Dr. Taylor of Monarch Watch predicts there will be at least 5 hectares (12.4 acres) on average
covered by monarchs at the 5 sanctuaries in Mexico for the 2019-2020 overwintering population.
Hopefully this will prove to be true.

American Kestrel Nest Box Program

There was a sharp decline in nesting American Kestrels

this year. This due, mostly, to unfavorable weather this past

spring. The cool, rainy weather prolonged the return of adult

Kestrels which resulted in starlings establishing nests prior

to their return.

Areas 1 and 4 did not collect feathers as part of the

Full Cycle Phenology Project due to a communication error B4l &3 S8 S L, :

between us and the University of Utah. Young American Kestrels
Photo: Cyril Crocker

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail

2019 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns

Banders ‘Area‘ Boxes Male‘ Female ‘Total Male‘ Female Male‘ Female

Crocker | #1 | 16 | 9 | 20 | 29 | | | |
lzawa ‘ #3 ‘ 10 ‘ 0 ‘ 0 ‘ 0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Fowler | #4 | 20 8 | 6 | 14 | 1] |
Dimuzio ‘ #5 ‘ 2 0 ‘ 0 ‘ 0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Total Boxes 48
Total Banded 17 26 43
% of total banded were male young % of total banded were female young

39.5% 60.5%




American Kestrel Nest Box Trail- Young Banded (1974- 2019)

Year Boxes Male Female Total
1974 32 13 14 27
1975 89 51 40 91
1976 93 70 74 144
1977 97 56 78 134
1978 99 52 48 100
1979 95 59 58 117
1980 98 82 69 151
1981 95 104 103 207
1982 92 82 92 174
1983 98 141 103 244
1984 98 113 143 256
1985 94 122 101 223
1986 92 112 116 228
1987 101 142 118 260
1988 107 133 143 276
1989 103 156 150 306
1990 114 144 136 280
1991 116 148 129 277
1992 106 93 88 181
1993 107 102 107 209
1994 95 88 85 173
1995 94 90 89 179
1996 88 67 63 130
1997 86 67 60 127
1998 81 73 66 139
1999 76 68 56 124
2000 71 44 54 98
2001 66 51 63 114
2002 63 56 52 108
2003 64 41 41 82
2004 61 44 55 99
2005 61 31 44 75
2006 68 38 33 71
2007 68 38 33 71
2008 62 29 24 53
2009 62 36 23 59
2010 55 38 41 79
2011 55 25 37 62
2012 53 31 34 65
2013 55 21 33 54
2014 55 30 19 49
2015 54 34 28 62
2016 49 43 39 82
2017 47 39 38 77
2018 54 40 30 70
2019 48 17 26 43

Total Males 3,154.00
Total Females 3,076.00
Total all young 6,230.00
Avg. Boxes (all trails) 80
Avg. Young (per year) 138
Avg. Male Young (per year) 70

Avg. Female Young (per year) 68




Observation Summary- Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch

MONTH | BV TV oS BE NH SS CH | NG | RS | BW RT |RL| GE| AK | ML | PG
SEPT 426 79 99 271 | 1997 | 51 5091 | 39 1686 | 68 68
OoCT 10182 30 51 833 60 1 135 | 61 560 6 90 5 8
NOV 154 13 22 15 14 2 50 1 861 | 1 | 13 2
DEC 3 17 19 3 20 2 2 69 5 2

TOTAL 10765 | 79 | 159 | 363 | 2848 | 145 5 187 | 5153 | 1529 | 1 | 24 | 1778 | 75 | 76

Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.

Hawk Watch totals printed by permission.

Abbreviation Key

BV- Black Vulture
TV- Turkey Vulture
0S- Osprey

BE- Bald Eagle

NH- Northern Harrier
S§S- Sharp-shinned Hawk

CH- Cooper’s Hawk

NG- Northern Goshawk

RS- Red-shouldered Hawk
BW- Broad-winged Hawk
RT- Red-tailed Hawk

RL- Rough-legged Hawk
GE- Golden Eagle

AK- American Kestrel

ML- Merlin

PG- Peregrine Falcon

Black Vulture
Photo Ron Kingswood

Adult female Northern Harrier
Photo Mike Hodgson




Sharp Shinned Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1969- 1993




Cooper's Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1969 -1993




American Kestrel
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1969 -1993
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Merlin
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1969 -1993

Merlin
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1994 -2018




Northern Harrier
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1969 - 1993




Red-tailed Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1969 - 1993

Red-tailed Hawk
Hawk CIiff Fall Banding 1994 - 2018
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Special Thanks

We owe a lot of thanks to the following organizations and people for supporting our banding
program over the past fifty years. Without their support our banding program would not have
come to be.

St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club

Marshall Field, a founding father of the naturalist club, had a dream. This dream was to band
hawks to help in the research and monitoring of these beautiful birds. It has evolved into a
banding operation that has spanned 50 years and over 110,000 raptors banded.

Many banders have come and gone over these years and many were and are members of the
St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club. The members of the club have supported us from the very
beginning and continue to support us, financially, which we appreciate.

Thank you.

Lake Huron and Elgin Area Water l

We cannot thank these people enough. When Marshall Field was looking for a suitable site, he
approached them and they agreed to let him set up a banding station. We now have four
banding stations located on this property.

They have been great supporters of our banding operation for all these years. Even when major
construction of two additional buildings was underway, they made it possible for us to get
through so we could continue our work. Without their support our banding operation would not be
what it is today.

From all members of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station, Thank You.

Steve Ilvan and Bob Ward

Steve and Bob are local farmers who have allowed us to use part of their properties to catch and
band birds of prey. Both have a keen interest in what we do and have supported us from the
beginning. Both of them visit on a regular basis and are always interested in how we are doing.
Many thanks to both of them for their undying support for what we do.

Pud Hunter

Pud has always been a great supporter of our organization. He was the go-to guy if we had any
questions or problems and was responsible for licensing us. | remember when the Canadian
Wildlife Service would not allow us to band rehab raptors. One call to him and the problem was
resolved and we continue banding rehabilitated hawks to this day.

He recently retired from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and we will miss his humor,
knowledge, long conversations about wildlife in general and above all his support.

Thanks, Pud.

Spouses

A special thanks to our spouses, who unselfishly allow us to spend countless hours away from
them and family pursuing our passion.
Our banding program would not exist without their support.
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On behalf of the banding group, | wish to thank both Jim and Sam for organizing the annual
banquet. It's a lot of work and is much appreciated. Also, as special thanks to Jim for his time
and effort in purchasing both the awards and clothing for the banders.
Charlie Fowler
On behalf of the members of The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station, | would like to thank Charlie

Fowler for an outstanding job as Secretary/ Treasurer, recording the recoveries, repeats, retraps
and coordinating the band inventory.

ntri ion

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this newsletter and donations in 2019.

George & Bill Prieksaitis Dave Vanseader John Lemon
St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club Charlie and Pat Fowler Bill Read
Jim and Sam Izawa Ron Kingswood Anne Vance
Rose Braxton Mike Hodgson

Ontario

HAWK CLIFF, ONTARIO, CANADA




Banding Totals - 2019 Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station
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Aug
Stn 1
Stn 3 4 15|
Stn 4 1 5] 0.40 1 i 2
Stn 5 8 26} 0.15 2| 1 1 4
Stn6
Stn 7
Total T3 46] 0.13 p3 1 2 T
Sept
Stn 4 7 32| 022 1 4 1 1 i
Stn3 30 157.5| 0.76 19 7 87 3 4 120
Sin4 30] 163.00| 0.95 15 7 132 1 2 157
Stn5 29 '181.00| 1.22 | 162 14 27 1 16 220
Stn6 27| 165.50| 065 | 43 9 41 5 7] 2 107
Stn7 10| 47.75| 0.67 3 2 23 1 1 2 32
Total 133 7471 0.86 | 24 a0 31410 30 7 543
Oct
Stn 1 16 75.0] 0.20 1 15 6 22
Stn 3 22 98.0{ 0.43 1 1 30 2 1 1 6 42
Stn 4 27 132.0{ 0.67 2 4 56 7 3 15 1 88
Stns 24 122.0{ 017 3 1 2 5 4 4 2 21
Stn 6 27 126.5( 0.28 1 1 16 6 1 5 8 36
stn7 | 17 63.25} 0.22 4 1 1 8 14
Total 133]  616.75] 0.36 3 2] 126] 20 1% 3 T 2723
[Nov
Stn 1 29 114} 0.72 15 2 2 83 82
Stn 3 22 105| 0.73 3 6 4 62 2 77
Stn 4 29 128| 0.84 1 15 7 1 4 78 1 107
S5 27 100| 0.50 2 3 1 11 10 31 2 50
Stn 6 21 98.5| 0.93 1 4 3 2 80 2 92
Stn 7 15 73| 0.68 1 2 1 46 50
Total 14 618.5] 0.74 2 3 32020 420 360 7 3 458
Dec
Stn 1 11 38] 0.16 1 3 2 6
Stn 3 16 611 0.11 1 3 3 7
Sin4 24/ 77} 0.10 5 3 8
Stn 5 8 34.5
Stn6 10| 355 0.17 1 3 2 6
Stn7 6 14| 0.57 1 7 8
Total 75 760] 0.13 315 17 35
Fall .
Sin 1 83| 259.00] 0.45 2 35 5 2 1 72 117
Stn3 94| 436.50| 058| 20 8 121 14 1 9 71 2 246
Stn 4 111| ~ 505.00| o.72 17| 12 204 20 1 8 98 1 1 362
Stn5 96 46350| 064 169 15 2| 35 7 1 30 34 2 205
Stné 85| 426.00| 0.57| 44| 11 62| 17 11 14 90 2 241
Stn7 48|  198.00] 053 3 3 29 4 2 63 104
Total 257| 2288.00] 0.60] 253] 51 7] 486] 67 5] 64 378 5 3 1365
Nests 43 48
Road Trapped
Rehab/Hacked 1 1 il 1 3 2 9
Total 2019 [ 302 511 2] 486] 67O 64 1] 420[ 5] 3] T 11 3 7] 1422
109,030 banded pre- 2019 Total banded since 1969 =

110,452
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