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Project Summary 
 
The primary objective of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is to trap and band raptors 
during their fall migration at Hawk Cliff in order to add to the body of scientific knowledge. With 
that as a base, we undertake a number of projects that compliment that primary objective. 
 
In the fall, we support an education program, whereby we show captive birds to the public during 
two weekends in September. We explain how to identify one from the other, their individual 
characteristics, and their benefits. We also explain the advantages and benefits of the banding 
program. 
 
Through the summer, several members monitor American Kestrel nest box trails and undertake 
banding of the young from the nest. 
 
With the support of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, members band raptors released 
from rehab and hacking programs.  
 
 
Season Overview 
 
The first of the season looked good but it was short lived.  
 
September began slowly but by mid month the migration really picked up and continued through 
the remainder of the month. It was the best September, total wise, since 2017. 
 
We greeted October with great expectations of a continued migration we witnessed the previous 
month. Our expectations were soon dashed. It seemed as though someone closed the door on 
migration through our area. This continued through both November and December. 
For the remainder of the season the winds were not favourable or too light. Winds that are 
predominately north-west this time of season were few, replaced by mostly easterly or south-
westerly. These winds drive the migration line further inland to our north or birds go over at very 
high altitudes. On the days when we had north-west winds, they were light and many birds went 
over at high altitudes. 
 
Our overall total of 1,119 is comparable to our 10-year average of 1,127 but still well below our 
historical average of 2,114. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station 



Species Summary 
 
Falcons 
 
 American Kestrel  
 
Although we had a bit of an improvement over last year our  
total of 144 is still well below our 10-year average of 172 and 
 well below our 20-year average of 307.  
Our best year since 2019. 
 
Merlins 
 
We had a better year with 42 banded. An improvement over our 10-year average of 30 and 20-
year average of 37. As with the American Kestrel, our best since 2019. 
  
Peregrines 
 
This was a very disappointing year for Peregrine Falcons. Banding only one is our worst year 
since 2015 and well below both our 10 and 20-year averages of 5. 
 
Accipiters 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
A pleasant surprise for us this year. September’s total of 560 
accounted for 78% of our seasonal total of 718. This total 
bettered both our 10-year average- 558 and 20-year  
average- 639. 
 
Cooper’s Hawk 
 
The Cooper’s hawk flight was steady throughout the season  
unlike many others. Our monthly banded totals were fairly constant throughout the season.  
Our total of 75 was our best since 2020 and above our 10-year average of 69 and just shy of our 
20-year average of 83. 
 
Northern Goshawk 
 
As usual, not a major flyway for these raptors. We did manage to band 3 which is equal to our 
10-year average and half of our 20- year average of 6. Our best year since 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Buteos 
 
Broad-winged Hawk 
 
This season was our best since 2012 with a total of 4. Well above our 10 and 20-years averages 
of 1. 
 
Red-Shouldered Hawk 
 
It was not a good year for this species. None were banded and below both our 10 and 20-years 
averages of 4. 
 
Rough-legged Hawk 
 
Not one Rough-legged hawk was seen this year. This was our second season in a row that none 
were banded. The extra mild winter with no snow up north resulted in no movement further 
south. Our 10-year average is 2 and 20-year average is 3. 
 
Red-tailed Hawk  
 
Our worst year since 1970 which was only our second year of existence and when we only had 
two banding stations. The predominate southerly winds kept them to our north and at high 
altitudes. On a few days with southerly winds there were hundreds migrating through to our 
north. Frustrating! 
Our total of 78 pales in comparison to our 10-year average of 219 and 20-year average of 228. 
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Station Reports 
 
Station 1- Rob and Tim 
 
Firstly, we again want to thank Cyril and the banding group 
for the opportunity to manage Station #1. It was a lot of  
work getting it ready, but luckily many hands make light  
work. A special thank you to Lauren, Brody, Brandon and  
everyone else involved with helping Tim and I get ready.   

 
Many things can be said for the 2022 banding season, but  
I think every bander can agree that it was a bit slow and the  
winds would not co-operate.  With that being said, we have  
learned many things from this first year of banding as a  
team and as licensed banders. It has also been a great  
year to see Brody, learn, grow and stay involved.    
 
We want to send a special thank you to Bob Hubert for all the equipment, literature and 
necessities that were required to get started banding. We also want to thank Al Hurst for being a 
great friend and mentor for the past 4 years. You’ve taught us a lot about handling hawks, bird 
identification, and operating a banding station.    
 
One of our first highlights from this year of banding includes banding Eastern Screech owls with 
Garth Bakker and Al Hurst. We want to thank Garth for taking the time to share his knowledge 
and experience. The tips you shared will definitely help us catch owls in the future. Another 
unforgettable highlight was a near miss Golden eagle encounter on October 27th. Thank you to 
Mike for spotting the eagle and calling it out. We’re very sorry that it liked our pigeon more. A 
moment that we will remember forever!  
 
I will finish by stating the obvious! Tim, Brody and I are very excited for the 2023 banding 
season.  From roadside trapping, monitoring American Kestrel boxes, and banding at Station #1 
in the fall. We can’t wait!!!   
 
Station 3- Cyril Crocker 
 
   This year was much better than 2021. September began slowly, as usual, with only four 
banded in the first two and a half weeks. Northerly winds showed up in the last two weeks and 
the migration began in earnest. These two weeks accounted for 140 of the 144 I banded in 
September. The highlight was banding two Broad-winged hawks on the 27th. I could have had a 
third, on the same day, but I was too quick on the trigger of the bow net.  
 
   My high hopes, of the continued good migration, in October were soon dashed. We had 
northerly winds in the first eight days but they were very light. All we could do is watch in 
frustration as hawks passed overhead at very high altitudes. For the remainder of the month, we 
experienced many days with southerly winds, some very strong. Not good banding weather. 
   November and December were even worse. Unusually mild weather, southerly winds and 
many days of rain made for very poor migrations.  
 
   It was clear that the season was over. No snow to move the hawks. Closed on December 14th. 
One of my earliest in many years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our first hawk caught at station #1. 

L-R Tim, Rob and Brody 



Station 4- Charles Fowler 
 
    At station 4 this year, after the usual slow start to September, the hawk migration really picked 
up after about 2 weeks of watching almost empty skies. The Sharpies began to fly in good 
numbers, which greatly contributed to the 41 raptors banded on the 20th and another 42 on the 
22nd. My total of 200 Sharp-shinned Hawks for the month proved to be more Sharpies than I 
caught all of last year! September ended with 228 birds banded, a highlight being 2 Broad-
winged Hawks caught on consecutive days near the end of the month. 
 
    The good migration was short lived however and October produced only 59 raptors, my lowest 
total for this month in years. A hatching year female Northern Goshawk proved to be the best 
catch for the month. Things only got worse in November and December with 20 and 5 more birds 
caught respectively. Also, the fact that I missed numerous days throughout October and 
November and closed up a couple weeks early in December due to other obligations didn’t help 
my numbers. A major disappointment for me this year was the mere 3 Northern Harriers I 
banded, which is a favorite of mine, all in September. 
 
    Thanks to the great September however this year, I was able to finish with over 300 raptors 
banded, which is at least a small improvement over last year! 
 
Station 5- Rose Braxton 
 
Well, it's hard to know what to say about the 2022 banding season. 
Overall, we bettered our numbers from the previous year and as usual, the best month for 
Station 5 was September with 132 birds banded, compared to 91 in September of 2021. 
 
One notable increase was our Sharp-shins, which slightly more than doubled over last season 
from 26 to 54. Considering we are supposed to be the falcon station, this was a nice surprise.   
 
Our station did not see much of the Capillaria in the ones we caught, thankfully. 
It was another disappointing year for Peregrines, with only 1 banded all season.  It was a 
beautiful after second-year bird, which helped make up for the lack of numbers.  I also had the 
privilege of banding a hatch-year Peregrine from the nest at the TD Towers downtown London, 
as requested by Brian Salt.  Unfortunately, this bird was hit by a car about a week later and did 
not survive. 
 
Kestrels continued to be frustrating to catch but we did manage 70, compared to 50 the year 
before.  Maybe our new net setup helped. 
November was the worst month ever since I've been at Station 5, with only 2 birds banded on 
the very last weekend of the month. 
 
December was equally as bad, until the Christmas snowstorm!  That brought us 10 birds in 3 
days, 8 of which were Harriers and 2 Redtails.   
 
I'm glad I am stubborn, since we ended up being top station for December, a complete 
rarity!  Mike finished up our last day with 1 Harrier and 2 Redtails before I arrived. 
It was really nice to finally be able to do our talks again to educate the public about what we do 
and why we do it.  It's been a long haul with all the restrictions due to Covid the last couple of 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 



I would also like to acknowledge our most senior bander Bob Hubert, who retired from banding 
after 50+ years.  I think I speak for everyone when I say we will all miss hearing your voice and 
listening to your stories over the radio.  I hope you continue to come out and visit and share your 
vast knowledge with us.  I will always cherish the carving of the Peregrine that you made for 
me.  I wish Tim and Rob the best, as they have big shoes to fill, taking over your station. 
As always, I would like to thank Jim and Mike for all the dedication and hard work you both put in 
to make Station 5 a success.  I could not do it without you!  Here's to 2023!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Station 6- Al Hurst 
 
Not the worst but not the best season with just banding 211 hawks. Only 8 Red-tailed hawks 
banded when normally it would be around 50. Sharp-shinned hawks and American Kestrel 
numbers were also down and no Broad-winged hawks, Red-Shouldered hawks or Peregrine 
Falcons banded. The highlight this season would be the Northern Goshawk I was lucky enough 
to band. It was fairly calm which can be very vocal and feisty. 
Weather conditions played an important role again in the migration numbers with warm days and 
winds from the south and east. The bulk of the migration went through further inland and on days 
with favourable winds they migrated high overhead. Many other days they were in good shape 
but they would not respond. It is interesting to see our low numbers corresponding to the low 
numbers seen at the Hawk Watch counts.  
Hoping for a better 2023 season and to see the long-term effect that Capallaria will have on 
Sharp-shinned hawk numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Rose Braxton with adult male Harrier Mike Hodgson with adult male Harrier 

 



Station 7- George Prieksaitis 
 
We thought 2021 was a tough year.  There is no other way to put it – 2022 was far worse! 
We managed to band 65 birds in 2022 from just six different species, which is a very poor 
showing for us, but not our worst.   We got so fed up, we decided to close at the end of 
November for the first time in many years.   
 
In 2016, we managed to catch 138 birds.   In 2017, we caught only 40 birds for the season, and 
even Red-tails were hard to come by.  In 2018, we managed to catch 97 birds from eight 
different species.  In 2019, we finished the year with 104 birds from six different species.  In 
2020, we banded 151 birds from seven different species.  In 2021, we banded 94 birds from six 
different species.  We continued banding a few American Kestrels at Station #7, especially later 
in the afternoon as they began to hunt in the Ward’s pasture at the end of the day.  We ended up 
banding 8 Kestrels this year – a very strong showing again this year for this station.  
 
Unfortunately, the pasture field in front of the station was plowed up after being in pasture since 
at least the early 1970s.  Growing hay is simply not profitable enough on its own, and so the 
land, aside from the banding station and the driveway, has been rented to a neighbour.  We will 
definitely miss the birds and butterflies attracted by the pasture, but we continue to be grateful to 
the Ward family for allowing us to continue banding on their farm.   
 
Consistent with prior year, we kept our eyes peeled for other birds that passed through the 
Ward’s pasture field, woodlot and pond.  As a group, we managed to see 140 species this fall, 
including a Black Vulture on September 28, 2022 (our best bird in 2022 – seen by Bill Read and 
his guest, Catherine Manschot), a Black-crowned Night Heron on September 18, 2022, Evening 
Grosbeaks on November 5, 2022, American Golden-Plover on September 18, 2022, a Common 
Raven on October 10, 2022, and a Short-eared Owl on October 23, 2022.  
Our list also included 15 species of warblers, including Mourning, Cape May, Northern Parula, 
Blackpoll, Bay-breasted, Wilson’s and Orange-crowned Warblers.   
 
Other interesting sightings included Red-headed Woodpecker, Philadelphia Vireo, Black-billed 
and Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Great Horned Owl, Northern Mockingbird, Northern Shrike, and 
American Pipit.  All of these records, along with dozens of other lists submitted from Hawk Cliff, 
confirm that this area is indeed an amazing location to go birdwatching in the fall in Ontario.  
 
We want to thank all those who volunteered at Station #7 this year, including Bill Read, Renée 
Hallman, David Vanseader, George Prieksaitis, Janet Snaith, Ryan Leys, Jenny Andrews and 
Markus Legzdins.  Appreciated the team effort to keep the station going, feed and water the 
birds, and repair all sorts of small things around the set.  Banders are always an optimistic 
bunch, so despite some setbacks this year, we hope to see you again in 2023! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hawk Cliff Interpretive Weekend 
 
After a number of meetings between members of 
the banders, St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club and the 
Thames Talbot Land Trust it was decided to go ahead 
with one weekend. This after a two-year hiatus due to 
Covid.  
 
A lack of volunteers, due to Covid concerns, limited us to 
hosting only one weekend instead of the traditional two. 
Overall, the weekend was a great success attended by 
a good number of people, good weather and an ample  
supply of hawks to show. 
 
Hopefully we can return to two weekends in 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Golden Eagle in flight   Photo: Ron Ridout 



American Kestrel Nest Box Program 
 
Our Kestrel numbers continue their decline throughout our area of Southwestern Ontario. Our 
total of 37 is our second lowest since 1974 (27) which was our first year of our Kestrel Nest Box 
Program. 
Area number 4, with 11 young banded, had the worst year since 2003 (9), 2004 (10) while Area 
1 was close to average. 
With the effects of climate change our springs are cooler stretching into May delaying the Kestrel 
migration northward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 
2022 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male Female Male Female 
  

Crocker #1 20 14 12 26         
  

Fowler #4 20 10 1 11       1 
                    

Total Boxes 40   
  

Total Banded 24 13 37       1 
 

             

% Of total banded were male young     % Of total banded were female young  

64.9%     35.1%  
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Capillaria Nematode Infection in Sharp-shinned Hawks 
 
This past season we were notified by Braddock Bay Raptor 
Research to be on the lookout for Capillaria Nematode in  
Sharp-shinned hawks. Braddock Bay is located on the south  
shore of Lake Ontario north of Rochester, New York and they  
band raptors in the spring during the northward migration. They  
found 42% of the Sharp-shinned hawks caught were infected  
this past spring. No one knows, at this point, how or where  
they are picking this up. 
 
Is it a toxin they are in contact with? 

Are they ingesting this parasite from prey? 
Is it a result of climate change or habitat loss or a combination 
of both? 

How will this impact their health or survival? 
 
We were asked to join their study and advise them of our findings this past fall season. Our study 
found that only 5% of the Sharp-shinned hawks we inspected were infected. What our low 
percentage indicates, they feel, is the birds are likely picking this infection up on their wintering 
grounds in the south. 
Ongoing research will hopefully determine the cause and hopefully correct it. 
 
 
Observation Summary- Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch 
 
 
 

MONTH BV TV OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT RL GE AK ML PG 

SEPT   1032 59 129 387 2141 71   5  48929 61 1    1063 87 13 

OCT   10093  94 207 1466 118 4 240 20 1457  27 429 38 20 

NOV   312 1 45 26 27 34 4 94  1022 3 19 2 7  

DEC   2  15 39 8 4  3  64  8  1  

TOTAL   11439 60 283 659 3642 227 8 342 48949 2604 4 54 1494 133 33 
 
Observation results are from the Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.  Hawk Watch totals printed by 
permission.  
 
Abbreviation Key 
 
BV- Black Vulture   RS- Red-shouldered Hawk   SS- Sharp-shinned Hawk 
TV- Turkey Vulture  BW- Broad-winged Hawk    CH- Cooper’s Hawk 
OS- Osprey   RT- Red-tailed Hawk    NG- Northern Goshawk 
BE- Bald Eagle   RL- Rough-legged Hawk    AK- American Kestrel 
NH- Northern Harrier  GE- Golden Eagle   ML- Merlin   
         PG- Peregrine Falcon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo: Braddock Bay Raptor Research 



Retiring after 53 years 
    
After 53 years of banding birds of prey at Hawk Cliff, Bob Hubert decided to hang up his banding 
pliers. At 92 years of age, dealing with arthritis and not as nimble on his feet, Bob decided to call 
it a day.  
 
He holds a Masters Banding permit and has banded thousands of hawks and thousands of 
purple martins, blue birds and especially wood ducks.  
If it had feathers Bob has banded it.   
 
In 2015, Bob received the Ontario Senior Achievement  
Award that recognizes individuals, over 65, who have  
made outstanding contributions to their community.  
It is the highest provincial honors for seniors.  
 
This past season the members of the Hawk Cliff Raptor  
Banding Station presented Bob with a commemorative  
Hawk Cliff sweatshirt with AHYM on the right sleeve.  
 
From all the members, Bob, thanks for being a great  
mentor and friend. 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Hubert            photo: Cyril Crocker 
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2022 Foreign Recoveries, Returns and Repeats 
 

                              Charlie Fowler 
Format: Line 1- Band #, age, sex, date recovered or encountered, status of bird, and  
      recovery location.  

   Line 2- “how obtained” code, date banded, bander, recovery GPS co-ordinates       
                (Decimal degrees).   
 
Note: Usually, the banding information on recoveries and re-traps sent from the banding 
office includes the email address of the finder. If anyone would like to contact the finder 
of their bird with any questions, let me know and I can send you the email address 
provided.  
 
* Denotes 3 long lived RTHA 
 

Foreign Recoveries 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and found dead at another location) 

 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1843-96046     HY     F     02-15-21     Hit by motor vehicle. Dead, 5mi E of Leamington, 
           Ont. 
                        60            11-14-20     Cyril Crocker                                              420-0823 
 
1703-49151     HY     F     01-06-22     Hit by motor vehicle. Dead, Chatham Kent, Ont. 
                        60             10-11-15     George Prieksaitis                                    422-0820 
 
Coopers Hawk 
 
1084-10922     HY     M    01-09-22     Struck wind turbine. Dead, Clear creek Ont., 399 
                                                             Lakeshore Rd. Port Burwell 

             63             12-10-21     Bob Hubert                                               423-0804 
 

0874-10859     HY     M    04-27-22     Struck wind turbine. Dead, .7mi NNW of,                
            Ridgeville Ont. 
                        63             12-05-20     Al Hurst                                                     430-0791 
 
1115-05233     HY     F     05-29-22     Caught by or due to cat. Dead, Painsville, Lake  
            County, Ohio, 86 Stockwell St. 
                        12             09-29-18     Charlie Fowler                                          414-0811 
 
Merlin 
 
1843-94247     HY     M    12-16-21     Found dead. Dead, 97 Fairview Ave. St. Thomas,  
           Ont. 
                        00             09-11-21     Rose Braxton                                            424-0810 
 
 
 
 



Peregrine Falcon 
 
1156-32802      L       M     06-08-22   Found dead. Dead, 1.3mi NW of London Ont.  

                (TD tower Fledgling) 
                         00             06-03-22    Rose Braxton                                            425-0811 
 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1947-42243     HY     U     11-13-21     Found dead. Dead, Band with skeleton or bone  
            only. Johnstown, Licking County, Ohio 
                        50                                  Al Hurst                                   400-0824 
 
2187-08108     HY     U     11-17-21     Hit by motor vehicle. Dead, Churchville, Monroe  
            County, New York, 6835 Chili Riga Centre Road. 
                        60                                 Bill Read                                                  430-0775 
 
2187-08031     HY     U     01-31-22     Found dead. Dead, Port Stanley, Ont. 4255                     
                                          Thomas Road 
                         00             12-01-22     Jim Izawa                                                424-0811 
 
2187-08171     HY     U     03-21-22     Hit by motor vehicle. Dead, .8mi ENE of Cobble  
            Hill, Ont. 
                        60             11-11-21     Charlie Fowler                                          430-0810 
 
1947-06854     HY     U     04-24-22     Found dead. Dead, Band with skeleton or bone  
            only. 2mi N of Wellman Ont., In the bush 
                        50                                 Bob Hubert                                               442-0773 
 
1947-42798     HY     U     04-29-22     Found dead. Dead, 6.2mi NNW of Ruthven Ont. 
                                                             Near gravel pit. 
                        00             10-28-21     Bob Hubert                                               420-0824 
 
1387-44328     HY     U     06-17-22     Caught due to injury. Dead, 2mi S of Canton,  
                                                             Stark County, Ohio 
               *     03             10-08-02     Sheila Fowler                                           404-0812 
 
1967-04588     HY     U      08-14-22    Hit by motor vehicle. Dead, Fergus Ont.   

       Bellwood Lake 
                        60              11-04-20     Al Hurst                                                    434-0802 
 
1687-25491     HY     U      08-22-22     Found band or band number only. Present  
             condition unknown. Dover Centre, Ont., 94A,  

        1 km E of Michell’s Bay   
                        98              11-03-12     Cyril Crocker                                            422-0821 
 
1957-17509     HY     U      10-18-22     Hit by motor vehicle. Dead, 1.5mi SSE of  
             Southwold, Ont. 
                        60              10-13-19     Cyril Crocker                                            424-0812 
 

 



Foreign Re-traps 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and re-trapped alive at another location) 

 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1843-94261     HY     F      09-26-21     Trapped and released during banding operations.  

Alive, released, 13.8 mi E of The Cottages, Ont. 
(Long Point) 

                         66             09-24-21     Mike Hodgson                                         423-0800 
 
1843-96059     HY     F      02-17-22     Caught uninjured bird by hand. Alive, released,  
              Oxford, Calhoun County, Alabama 
                         59             09-25-21     Cyril Crocker                                            333-0855 
 
1703-71461     HY     F      04-29-22     Trapped and released during banding operations.  

Alive, released, Whitefish Point, Chippewa       
County, Michigan 

                         66             09-06-19     Jim Izawa                                                464-0845 
 
1863-00994     HY     F      05-06-22     Trapped and released during banding operations.  

Alive, released, Whitefish Point Chippewa 
County, Michigan 

                         66             09-18-20      Charlie Fowler                                        464-0845 
 
1843-96202     HY     F      05-07-22     Trapped and released during banding operations.   

Alive, released, .5 mi W of Manitou Beach, 
Monroe County, New York (Braddock Bay)                                                                        

                        66             09-26-21      Al Hurst                                                   431-0774 
 
Coopers Hawk 
 
0874-10668     HY     M     12-28-21     Trapped and released during banding operations, Alive,  
                                                              released, Malden Centre, Holiday Beach, Ont., Lake  
        Station 
                        66              10-19-19     Al Hurst                                                               420-0830 
 
1084-10893     HY     M     12-01-22     Trapped and released during banding operations. Alive,  
                                                              released, Holiday Beach Conservation Area, Ont. 
                        66              10-16-21     Charlie Fowler                                                     420-0830 

 

American Kestrel 
 
1523-83462      U       F      06-05-22     Trapped and released during banding operations.  

Alive, released, .9 mi ESE of Randolph Centre, 
Orange County, Vermont 

                        66               10-16-21        Al Hurst                                                435-0723 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                             
                                    
 



Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1177-25922     AHY    U     07-04-21     Hit by motor vehicle and found injured on road.  

Alive, In captivity, Campbellford, Ont., 171 
Second Line East 

             *    60                  11-11-04      Bob Hubert                                            441-0774 
 
1687-18023      HY      U     12-11-21    Caught by or due to traps or snares “other than”  

devices used to catch birds for banding. Alive,              
released,  

                                                              St. Chrysostome, Quebec.  Foret  
             *       04              11-17-07      Cyril Crocker                                           450-0734 
 
1947-23477      HY      U     03-01-22    Caught due to control operations (roost bombing,  

gassing, avicides, wetting agents, etc.) Alive,     
released, 2 mi E of Romulus Post Office, Wayne 
County, Michigan. (Detroit Metro Airport) 

                          44              11-16-19     Cyril Crocker                                          421-0832 
 
1857-14941      HY      U      08-13-22     Caught due to injury. Alive, in captivity. Baden,  
      Ont. 
                                                                (Hobbitstee Rehab Centre) 
                          03               11-04-17     Al Hurst                                                 432-0804 

 
2187-08026      HY      U      11-01-22     Trapped and released during banding  

operations. Alive, released, Holiday Beach 
Conservation Area, Ont. 

                          66               11-20-21     Rose Braxton                                       420-0830 
 

 
Returns 

(Birds previously banded at Hawk Cliff and re-trapped at Hawk Cliff) 
 

There were no returns this year at Hawk Cliff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Certificates of Appreciation 
(Foreign banded birds re-trapped at Hawk Cliff) 

 
American Kestrel (nest box bird of note, not a Hawk Cliff bird) 
 
1523-83213     ASY     F     06-13-22    Found in nest box on 5 eggs by Charlie Fowler in  
             Middlesex County  
                                            05-19-21    Banded as AHY in same box by Charlie Fowler 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1523-53188     TY        F     09-22-22     Caught by Bill Read at Station 7 
                                            05-13-21     Banded as SY near Hilton, Monroe County,  

          New York 
 

1333-32069     SY        F     09-22-22     Caught by Charlie Fowler at Station 4 
 05-03-22     Banded as SY at Cabot Head Research Station,    
  Ont. 

                                                                Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory 
 

Repeats 
 

(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and re-trapped at Hawk Cliff the same year) 
 

This year we had 13 repeats that included: 
 

7- Sharp-shinned hawk, 4- Cooper’s hawk, 1- Red-tailed hawk, 1- Merlin 
 
                              
 
                                   
 
     

 
                              
                                                                                          
      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peregrine Falcon     photo- Charlie Fowler 
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The Hawk Cliff Banding Station is a volunteer organization that relies heavily upon the generosity 
of a number of individuals and organizations in order to carry on our projects. 
 
 Hosts 
 
We are very grateful for the following landowners for their generosity. Each year they allow us to 
use their property to conduct our banding programs. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ivan 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ward 
Lake Huron and Elgin Area Water Supply (Andrew Henry- Manager) and staff. 
 
 
Banders and Volunteers-current                Honorable Member 
 
Jim Izawa   Charlie Fowler  Pat Fowler  Gary Hubert   
Russ Chantler   Erica Dimuzio  Eva Visscher  Bob Hubert 
Al Hurst   George Prieksaitis      Rose Braxton 
Mike Hodgson   Dave Vanseader John Lemon 
Ryan Leys    Chris Leys  Rob Butler 
Renee Hallman  Cyril Crocker  Helen Toner 
Bill Read   Tim Morphy  Garth Bakker  

 
 

Supporters 
 

 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 

 
The Canadian Wildlife Service 

 
St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club 

 
Lake Huron and Elgin Area Water Supply 

 
Vicwest Building Products 

 
Spouses 
 
A special thanks to our spouses, who unselfishly allow us to spend countless hours away from 
them and family pursuing our passion. Our banding program would not exist without their 
support.  
 
A special thanks to Helen Toner for supplying cowbirds and starlings caught at Pearson 
International Airport. 
 
 
Charlie Fowler 
 
On behalf of the members of The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station, I would like to thank Charlie 
Fowler for an outstanding job as Secretary/ Treasurer, recording the recoveries, repeats, re-traps 
and coordinating the band inventory. 
 



Contributions 
 
Thanks to the following for their contributions to this newsletter and donations in 2022. 
 
John Lemon  Jim Izawa  Al Hurst  Erica Dimuzio 
Bill Read  Bob Hubert  Frank Henry  David Leitch 
Mike Hodgson  Rose Braxton  Cyril Crocker  Charlie Fowler 
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