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Project Summary 

 

   The primary objective of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station is to trap and band raptors 
during their fall migration at Hawk Cliff in order to add to the body of scientific knowledge. With 
that as a base, we undertake a number of projects that compliment that primary objective. 
   In the fall, we support an education program, whereby we show captive birds to the public 
during a weekend in September. We explain how to identify one from the other, their individual 
characteristics, and their benefits. We also explain the benefits of the banding program. 
   We are participating with Environment Canada in collecting blood samples and swab testing for 
avian flu in raptors.  
   We are installing Motus tags on American Kestrels to aid in finding out what is causing their 
population decline and Sharp-shinned hawks to assist in finding where they are acquiring 
Capallaria. 
   Several members monitor American Kestrel nest box trails and undertake banding of the young 
from the nest. 
   With the support of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, members band raptors released 
from rehab programs.  

Season Overview 
 
   This season was a repeat of last year. Migration was erratic and the migration line tended to 
favour the shoreline. Station 3 and 7 had a very poor year but stations 4,5, and 6, located south 
of these two stations had reasonable numbers. This year’s total numbers banded (791) was the 
worst since 1971 (733). Back then we were only in our third year of operation and there were 
only two stations plus banding only on weekends. 
   Once again, the majority of winds had an easterly component which is the worst wind for us. 
We need northwesterly winds to push the migration along the shoreline.  
My theory is, as these soaring hawks move  
down from the north these easterly winds push  
them up against the eastern shore of Georgian  
Bay.    As they reach the southern end these  
winds push them along the southern end far to  
our north. They follow the east shore of Lake  
Huron and cross the Detroit River to our west.  
   Climate change has changed the predominate 
northwesterly winds, at this time of year, resulting 
in a major reduction in raptor migration over  
Hawk Cliff.  
   It might be what we need to get use to. 

  

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station 
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Species Summary 
Falcon 

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 

   We enjoyed a slight uptick in numbers this year. The banding of 160 is slightly higher than our 
10-year average (157) but well below our 20-year (252). 

Nest Box Program 

   Area #1 had one of the worse years in history of the nestbox  
program. It was a peculiar year in that out of 18 boxes,  
7 were occupied by starlings but 8 were not occupied by  
anything. Only 3 boxes were occupied by Kestrels.  
The 15 young banded in 2025 is well below the 10-year  
average of 27. 
   Area # 4 was down in numbers this year but only by 3 from  
2024.  
The 35 banded in 2025 is well above the 10-year average of 26.   
  

American Kestrel Nest Box Trail 

2025 Nestlings Banded AHY Banded Returns 

Banders Area Boxes Male Female Total Male Female Male Female 

  

Crocker #1 18 6 9 15         

  

Fowler #4 20 19 16 35 2 5     

                    

Total Boxes 39   

  

Total Banded 25 25 50 2 5     

 
             

% of total banded were male young     % of total banded were female young  

50.0%   

  
50.0%  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Merlin (Falco columbarius) 

   Merlin numbers have been steady over the last 20-years. Our 31 banded this year is consistent 
with our 10-year average of 32 and 20-year average of 35. 

Peregrine 

   Our peregrine numbers seen this year was down due mostly to the wind direction but the 3 we 
banded is close to our 10-year average of 4 and 20-year average of 5. 
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American Kestrel Young Banding Trend- 1974 to 2003 
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American Kestrel Young Banding Trend- 2004 to 2025 
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Species Summary-continued 

Accipiter 

Sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus) 

   This year was the worse numbers since 1971. September and October are the prime months 
for sharp-shinned hawk migration but this year we encountered 22 days with winds of an easterly 
component. Our total of 297 is almost half of our 10-year average of 546 and well below our 20-
year average of 603. 

Astur 

Cooper’s Hawk (Astur cooperii) 

   Cooper’s hawk numbers have remained consistent over the years. Wind direction doesn’t seem 
to impact their migration numbers as much as other species. This year’s number of 69 is close to 
our 10-year and 20-year averages of 73 and 78 respectively. 

American Goshawk (Astur atricapillus) 

   This species was conspicuously absent this year. Only 3 birds were seen all season and none 
were banded. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper’s Hawk silhouette 
Photo: Rob Butler 

 



Species Summary-continued 

Buteos 

Broad-winged hawk (Buteo platypterus) 

   This is another species that was way down in numbers migrating over Hawk Cliff. These birds 
migrate in large numbers over Hawk Cliff but like many other species the easterly winds kept them 
north of us. 

Red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus) 

   If there was a bright spot to celebrate this year it was the Red-shouldered hawk. We banded 11 
birds this year which is the best year since 1999 (13). Our record for this species was back in 
1999 (41). This year’s total is way above both our 10 and 20- year averages (4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus) 

   Only 15 were seen in 2025 and none were caught. Our 10-year average is 2 and 20-year 
average is 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red-shouldered hawk release 
Photo: Ron Kingswood 

 

 Rough-legged hawk release 
Photo: Ron Kingswood 

 



 

 

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) 

   It is a disappointing year for all of us if the large migrations in November do not materialize but 
that is exactly what happened. Like many other species these birds migrated through north of us. 
Our total of 144 is well below our 10-year average of 197 and 20-year average of 203. 
 
 

 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) 

   Amongst ourselves we mentioned the low number of harriers we had seen especially in 
December. Typically, at this time of year we see many adult birds migrating especially on very 
snowy days. With that said, this species is doing well. Our total this year (76) is not far off our 10-
year average of 72 and 20-year average of 81. 

 

  

 

                      Red-tailed hawk 
                         Photo: Rob Butler 

 

 Northern Harrier 
Drawing by Sheila Fowler 

 



Station Reports- Rob Butler, Tim Morphy 

Station 1 

   Firstly, we want to thank the banding group once again for the opportunity to manage Station 
#1. Each year brings its own challenges and rewards, and 2025 was no exception. A special thank 
you to Lauren for all her support and hard work—helping with the set-up and closing of the station, 
as well as all the maintenance throughout the summer. Your help truly keeps Station #1 running 
smoothly. 
    This year, reduced hours at the station meant fewer opportunities in the field, and as a result, 
we banded only 65 hawks. While the numbers were down, the season was still filled with 
memorable moments and valuable learning experiences. 
   One of the highlights was catching a very large hatch year female Cooper’s hawk. With an 
impressive 270mm wing chord and weighing in at 627g, she was almost as big as a male 
Goshawk. The story didn’t end there—just a few weeks later, Charlie recaptured the same bird, 
but she was 75 grams lighter! After a quick Google search, we learned that a Cooper’s Hawk 
typically eats about 12% of its body weight per day, which certainly explains the change.  
   Outside the regular fall banding season, we had the unique chance to band six Eastern Screech 
owls from a backyard nest box—the adult female and her five owlets. It’s always a treat to see 
these owls up close, and each year we hope this special family returns to nest again. Their visits 
are a highlight of our spring and summer, reminding us how rewarding it is to support local wildlife 
at home. 
   Despite the slower pace, we’re as enthusiastic as ever for the seasons to come. Every year 
brings new lessons, new stories, and new reasons to be excited about raptor banding.  
   Thank you all for your continued support and friendship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Butler with Screech Owl 
 

 

Tim Morphy with Red-tailed hawk 



Station 3- Cyril Crocker, Catherine Manschot 

   Our total this year was our second worse year. Our total for the year of 74 was only 20 more 
than our worse year back in 2017 (54) and that was when I was still working and only banding on 
weekends. The historical average for our station is 246 and 10-year is 158. 
   As mentioned in the summary, the vast majority of days saw everything moving through to our 
south. There is only a few hundred meters between our station and the ones to our south. We 
witnessed this beginning last year. Not sure why this is happening. Station 7 to our north is even 
seeing fewer. 
   I was fortunate to have Catherine Manschot (raptor bander in training) and Jolene Giacinti from 
the Ministry of the Environment, on hand. Catherine was a great assistant and is a very 
enthusiastic person eager to help our feathered friends any way she can.  Jolene is in her second 
year of taking blood samples and swabs testing for avian flu in raptors. 
   Migration did improve in November and December but a fall from an extension ladder while 
putting up Christmas lights put an end to my 2025 banding season. 
 
Station 4- Charlie Fowler 
 
   September, October and November of this year found me 17 hawks shy of where I was last 
year at this time.  
   Last year saw my lowest total banded since I retired in 2017. Thanks to a pretty decent first half 
of December however, I was able to better last year’s low mark by 1 bird for a total of 242 raptors 
banded in 2025. My individual species numbers were very similar to 2024. I had two highlights 
this season. The first was in September when I caught a second-year female banded Sharp-
shinned hawk that also had a motus tag. She had been banded at Braddock Bay in New York in 
April of 2025 as a second-year bird where the motus tag was installed. It will be interesting to 
monitor her travels. My other highlight was an adult Red-shouldered hawk in December. They are 
such a gorgeous bird!  
   Most concerning for me, this year and last, is the lack of Sharp-shinned hawks. My total Sharpie 
count was 135, only 4 more than last year’s dismal total. Sharpies generally make up a vast 
majority of the birds I catch each year. I ended my station report last year by saying, “SSHA’s 
were down 45% from 2023. My station, being in line with what we call accipiter alley, is the sharpie 
station. I hope this year isn’t an indicator of a sharp decline in the sharp-shinned population. I 
suppose next year may tell the tale. Well, 2025 was the next year and basically no difference.  
   I want to touch on some information and statistics I found regarding the status of this little hawk. 
According to data collected by the Hawk Migration Association, the Sharp-shinned Hawk is one 
of the most frequently recorded species at the majority of hawk watch sites. It is also the species 
with the highest number of declining counts across North America between 2009 and 2019. Their 
results show declines in migrating sharpies at 48% of the count sites. 87% of these declines are 
at watch sites in the east. Hawk Cliff averaged 7,750 migrants, with a decline of 7.13% ANUALLY 
from 2009 to 2019. Twenty-year trends also suggest widespread declines at eastern count sites, 
ranking it as the most declined species of the 27 migratory raptor species counted at sites across 
North America. Winter survey data from the Christmas Bird Count also show declining winter 
number in the east including Ontario and the states that border the eastern Great Lakes, 
suggesting that short-stopping is not the reason for declines at migration count sites. The declining 
trends likely represent actual population decline. Some possible reasons include loss of forest 
habitat in the Boreal Region (1.6 million acres lost due to logging in the last 30 years and recent 
forest fires). Loss of prey species (Bird populations have dropped by nearly 3 billion in the last 50 
years in North America). Environmental contaminants (Insecticides used in Canadian forests to 
control spruce budworm and neonicotinoid pesticides to control hemlock woolly adelgid insects 
and other forest pests. Also, DDT still used in Central and South America). Infectious disease (In 



2002, 40% of deceased sharpies submitted to the National Wildlife Health Centre tested positive 
for West Nile Virus. More recently Avian Influenza is present). So, between habitat loss through 
forest removal, collisions, pesticides, environmental contaminants, human harassment while 
nesting, disease, loss of prey species which is likely due to these same challenges, I’m concluding 
we do have a serious population decline of a common raptor, the Sharp shinned hawk.  
   I’m sure all of these challenges play a role in their struggle for survival. I think this could be 
turned around but unless we humans start showing some regard for our natural environment, and 
treat it with the respect it deserves, I fear we have a lot to lose including this amazing little hawk. 
 
Station 5- Rose Braxton, Mike Hodgson, Jim Izawa 

   2025 started off with a bang at Station #5!  We were excited to start the season in our newly 
built station!  It was so nice to be out of the pit, up higher and on a bit of an angle with a much 
better view of the area! 
   Our very first bird caught at the new Station #5 was a Hatch-year Male Northern Harrier. We 
recorded the species, band #, etc. on the wall of the station! 
   We had a really good September, with 129 birds banded. The most notable difference was the 
number of American Kestrels we banded this year. Our total for this year was 80, with 78 of 
those banded in September, and the remainder in August. This was a significant increase over 
the year before, when we only banded 31 for the whole season. Things were looking up! 
   Another highlight was catching 2 Peregrines on the same day. I was sure glad I decided to put 
the hawk net up that day. The first one was a pretty feisty female. The station was christened 
with drops of my blood on the floor from her taking chunks out of me. Since she was the first 
Peregrine caught at the new falcon station, we also recorded her info on the wall. Thankfully, 
the second one, a male was much calmer.   
   Unfortunately, the rest of the season was a huge disappointment. The next 3 months only 
brought us 26 birds in total. Our Coopers hawks, Northern Harriers and Red-tailed hawks were 
all down from last year. Although we did do better than 2024 by 28 birds, we were hoping for 
more, given that the beginning of the season looked so  
promising. As usual, the weather and unfavourable winds were  
also, a factor. 
   It was nice to have some visitors to our station this season.  
Emma Buck from Birds Canada and Catherine Manschot  
installed some Motus tags on some of our Kestrels. It will be  
interesting to see their movements. Jolene from Canadian  
Wildlife Services was on hand to do some blood testing for  
Avian Flu again and was able to test some of the birds that  
we caught. We also had Jacquie and her partner from  
Hilliardton Marsh come for a visit. I only wish we were busier  
during their stay. 
   I would like to thank Jim Izawa and Mike Hodgson for all  
the time and work they put in to keep the station running.   
Jim is always a big help during the week when we have to be  
at our paying jobs and it is much appreciated. 
   Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for all the hard work  
and financial support that was put into building the new station.   
I can't thank you all enough.   
Charlie Fowler, Al Hurst, Cyril Crocker, Marc Bacro, Rob Butler, Tim Morphy, Mike Hodgson, 
Jim Izawa, George Prieksaitis....you guys are the BEST!!!  
THANK YOU!!! 
 

 



Station 6- Al Hurst 
 
    2025 was about average for Station 6 with 235 hawks banded. Better than the 186 in 2024 
but less than years that pushed 300.   
   American Kestrel numbers rebounded from 31 in 2024 to 66. 90% of all the falcons banded at 
all stations were trapped at Stations 5 and 6.  This showed their habit of following the lake 
edge.   
   Accipiter alley lived up to its name with Station 4 having the high counts of sharp-shinned 
hawks and Cooper’s hawks. Migration flight lines were especially tight this year with one station 
hardly seeing a hawk and the next station having a good day. It was odd to see how few hawks 
flew north of the woods and that contributed to the low numbers for Stations 3 and 7.  It's hard 
to spend the time down here when you're not even seeing hawks.  
  Once again, the Broad-winged hawk migration was pushed westward well to our north and  
went south along the Lake Huron and Detroit River. No American Goshawks, Broad-winged  
hawks, Rough-legged hawks or Golden Eagle for any station this year. 
   Highlights for Station 6, was a good count of falcons including 1 Peregrine falcon,  
6 Red- shouldered hawk, and decent number of Red-tailed hawks- 39.  
   Four foreign retraps was also a high including an ATY Sharp-shinned hawk caught on 
December 4th. It had been banded by Bob Hubert at Station 1 on December 23rd 2021 as a 
hatch year. Great to see the bird healthy five years later.  
   I was fortunate to spend a lot of time at the cliff this year and that was a factor on outcomes, 
I'm sure.  Looking forward to the fall of 2026.   
   Thanks to all the banders for your support and fellowship. 
 
   Note: Station 6 lead everyone with banding six Red-shouldered hawks. 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al Hurst releasing adult red-shouldered 
hawk 

                  Photo: Ron Kingswood 

 



Station 7- George Prieksaitis 

   We managed to band just 16 birds in 2025 but from five different species.  This represents our 
worst result ever for Station #7.  The prevailing winds have definitely changed and we cannot 
remember a year in recent memory with so many days with winds of an easterly component to 
them.  We missed catching any American Kestrels, Merlins, Golden Eagles or Goshawks.  Our 
only bright spot was an immature Red-shouldered Hawk banded by Ryan and Chris Leys in 
October.  Bad weather, wrong winds and health issues kept the station closed on many days this 
year.   
   Consistent with prior years, we kept our eyes peeled for other birds that passed through the 
Ward’s fields, woodlot and pond.  As a group, we managed to see 115 species this fall, including 
a Black Vulture on October 26, 2025.  Other good birds included American Golden-Plovers on 
September 13, a Short-eared Owl on October 11 and a Virginia Rail on the bridge driveway by 
the pond on September 24. Our list also included 15 species of warblers, including Northern 
Waterthrush, Pine, Cape May, Northern Parula, Blackpoll, Bay-breasted, Wilson’s and Orange-
crowned Warblers.  Other interesting sightings included Red-headed Woodpecker, Philadelphia 
Vireo, Black-billed and Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Northern Mockingbird, Northern Shrike, Lapland 
Longspurs and American Pipit.  All of these records, along with dozens of other lists submitted 
from Hawk Cliff, confirm that this area is indeed an amazing location to go birdwatching in the fall 
in Ontario.  
   We also want to thank all those who volunteered at Station #7 this year, including Bill Read, 
Helen Toner, David Vanseader, George Prieksaitis, Chris Leys, Ryan Leys, and Markus Legzdins.  
Appreciated the team effort to keep the station going, feed and water the birds, and repair all sorts 
of small things around the set.   
   Banders are always an optimistic bunch, so despite some setbacks this year, we hope to see 
you again in 2026 and we hope for better winds and better banding results!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Leys with juvenile red-shouldered 
hawk 



Station 5 Replacement 

   Replacing station 5, our lake station, was well overdue.  
As far as we know this station was around 45-50  
years old and was in disrepair. Many modifications took  
place over the years but the main structure stayed the. 
same.  
   Rose was getting very upset about the unwanted 
visitors such as mice. There was also a lovely, good size,  
Eastern Milk snake, making this station its headquarters.  
Lots of potential prey although Rose did not think it was  
holding up it’s end of the deal.  
   The old station was dug into a small hillside which limited  
the view plus having to run up a small incline to retrieve a  
hawk exhausted the crew on busy days. 
   So, we assembled a bander construction crew and  
began constructing a new station. We found a new location 
about three meters (10 ft) to the south. A much better  
location. A much better view. 
   After a few weeks it was completed and ready for the banding season. 
 
  

 

 i  

 

  

Al and Charlie installing the steel 
roof 

Completed 



Banding Osprey 

    Once again, we were asked to band young Osprey at 
Lake Margaret by the city of St. Thomas. This is our 
second year but this year there were three young Osprey. 
   Thanks to Todd Sawyer and other Parks Department  
personnel and Able Tree Service for their assistance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capillaria Nematode Infection in Sharp-shinned Hawks 

With so few Sharp-shinned hawks caught this year we were under the assumption that 
incidences of Capillaria was down from years previously. The percentage shows otherwise. 
Last year we caught 389 Sharp-shinned hawks and 8 birds (2.1%) were infected. This year 
we caught 297 and 14 birds (4.7%) were infected. 
As studies have shown, across North American, Capillaria seems to be more prevalent in 
females. It is very interesting that Hawk Cliff and Holiday Beach have the lowest percentage 
of all banding sites participating in this study. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Adults sitting by nervously 
Photo: Stephanie Cliff Banding one of the young 

Photo: Stephanie Cliff 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following article, from Braddock Bay, is an up-to-date report on this infection. 

Capillaria Summary- Braddock Bay Raptor Research-David Mathiason January 25,2026 

This report summarizes our data collection effort for the banding seasons 2020 through 2025.  
I decided to write a combined report for the four stations where we are having the  
higher proportions of observed capillaria, those being: Braddock Bay Raptor Research 
(BBRR), Cape May Raptor Banding Project (CMRBP), Cedar Grove Ornithological Research 
Station (CGORS), and Mackinac Straights Raptor Watch (MSRW). The first graph, for females, 
below tells the story quite nicely. It still looks to be true that both spring stations are similar, both 
fall stations are similar, and that the spring stations are seeing higher proportions that the fall 
stations. The one interesting observation in this graph is that for CMRBP, the rate shows an uptick 
while for CGORS there was a decrease. Note that this graph is for females only.  

The next few pages provide number and graphs separately for each station, those are numbered 
1-4. But I like this combined graph, Graph 5, best so I put it first. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1

7

2

2

1

1

H Y M H Y F S Y M S Y F A H Y M A H Y F A S Y M A S Y F

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
CAPILLARIA 2025

C-1 C-2 C-3 C-4 C-5



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Braddock Bay Raptor Research 

Table 1 and Graph 1: Proportion Observed with Capillaria, by Year and Gender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cape May Raptor Banding Project 

Table 2 and Graph 2: Proportion Observed with Capillaria, by Year and Gender 

  

 

 

 



Cedar Grove Ornithological Research Station  

Table 3 and Graph 3: Proportion Observed with Capillaria, by Year and Gender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mackinac Straights Raptor Watch  

Table 4 and Graph 4: Proportion Observed with Capillaria, by Year and Gender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawk Cliff Capture Rate Trends- Catherine Manschot 

 

Chart 1 illustrates the total number of hours of banding each year over the 21-year period from 
2005 through 2025. 

 

 

 



Chart 2 illustrates total number of all raptors banded at Hawk Cliff divided by the total number of 
banding hours for each year from 2005 through 2025. This normalizes the banding effort data, 
removing the influence of differences in the number of banding hours each year. The downward 
trend line reflects a strong statistical relationship (R2 = 0.576, p<0.001). There is strong evidence 
of an overall decline of hawk capture rates over this 21-year period. 

 

 

Charts 3 to 8 illustrates the annual number of a species per banding hour as blue dots. The 
trend line is based on a linear formula (y = mx + b).  Charts 3 through 8 describes trends 
of individual species, including the Merlin (MERL), the American Kestrel (AMKE), the 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (SSHA), the Cooper’s Hawk (COHA), the Northern Harrier (NOHA), 
and the Red-tailed Hawk (RTHA). 

Chart 3 illustrates a downward trend line that reflects a strong statistical relationship (R2 = 0.463, 
p<0.001). There is strong evidence of a gradual decline in Merlin capture rates over this 21-
year period. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chart 4 illustrates a downward trend line with a very strong statistical relationship (R2 = 0.754, 
p<0.001). There is very strong evidence of a significant decline of American Kestrel capture 
rates over this 21-year period.  

 

Chart 5 illustrates a downward trend line with a strong statistical relationship (R2 = 0.392, 
p<0.001). There is strong evidence of a gradual decline in Sharp-shinned Hawk capture 
rates over this 21-year period. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chart 6 illustrates a downward trend line with a moderate statistical relationship (R2 = 0.353, 
p<0.001). There is moderate evidence of a Cooper’s Hawk decline over this 21-year period. 

 

 

Chart 7 illustrates a downward trend line with a moderate statistical relationship (R2 = 0.324, 
p<0.001). There is moderate evidence of a Northern Harrier decline over this 21-year period. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chart 8 illustrates a slight downward trend line that is not statistically significant (R2 = 0.093, 
p=0.179). There is no evidence of a Red-tailed Hawk decline over this 21-year period due 
to variable capture rates from one year to the next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 1 summarizes annual totals for all species captured at Hawk Cliff over the period 2005 
through 2025. 

Table1 

 

In summary, there is clear evidence of AMKE, MERL, SSHA capture rate declines from 2005 
through 2025, with the most significant rate of decline shown in AMKE. Although there is moderate 
evidence indicating a downward trend in NOHA and COHA capture rates over the period 2005 
through 2025, the data capture rates vary from one year to the next. Red-tailed Hawk capture 
rates vary greatly from one year to the next, so it is not possible to substantiate a trend. Also of 
note is the considerably high capture rates of SSHA, NOHA and RTHA in 2007. This does not 
stand out in COHA, AMKE and MERL capture rate charts. 



Avian Influenza Monitoring in Raptors at Hawk Cliff- Dr. Jolene Giacinti 

Environment and Climate Change Canada have been collaborating with Hawk Cliff Raptor 

Banding Station to better understand avian influenza virus exposure in raptors in Ontario. 

Sampling began during fall 2024 (October–November) at Hawk Cliff, with additional sampling at 

Long Point Bird Observatory. The work continued at Hawk Cliff in fall 2025 (September–

December). 

In 2024, a total of 50 birds were sampled, and in 2025 an additional 52 birds were sampled. 

Species sampled included Sharp-shinned Hawks, Cooper’s Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, Red-

shouldered Hawks, Northern Harriers, Merlins, American Kestrels, and Northern Saw-whet 

Owls. Most birds sampled were hatch-year individuals. 

After birds are processed for banding, researcher and veterinarian Dr. Jolene Giacinti collects 

small swab samples from the mouth and cloaca to test for the presence of avian influenza virus. 

A small blood sample is also collected to test for antibodies, which can indicate whether a bird 

has previously been exposed to the virus. Once sampling is complete, the birds are released as 

normal. All birds sampled to date have tested negative for active infection. All samples from 

2024 were negative for avian influenza antibodies. Antibody testing from the 2025 samples is 

still underway in the laboratory, but one preliminary positive result has been detected so far. 

Monitoring avian influenza in wild birds helps scientists understand how these viruses circulate 

in wildlife populations and which species may be exposed. Raptors can become infected 

through contact with infected prey or carcasses. In recent years, highly pathogenic avian 

influenza viruses have caused illness and mortality in many wild bird species, including raptors, 

making surveillance important for understanding potential impacts on bird populations and 

informing conservation efforts. 

Partnerships with banding stations such as Hawk Cliff provide valuable opportunities to collect 

samples during routine banding operations while contributing to Canada’s wildlife health 

surveillance and conservation efforts. Positive results from Canada’s Interagency Surveillance 

Program for Avian Influenza Viruses in Wildlife can be found on the public dashboard (National 

Avian Influenza - Wild Positives). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cfia-ncr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/89c779e98cdf492c899df23e1c38fdbc
https://cfia-ncr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/89c779e98cdf492c899df23e1c38fdbc


Banquet 

We were honoured to have Pud Hunter as our guest. Pud is a retired biologist from the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. He gave a very interesting and thought-provoking presentation on the plight 
of many of our raptors.  
  

 

Banders 2025 
L-R Front- Rob Butler, Jim Izawa, Cyril Crocker, Rose Braxton. 

Back- Tim Morphy, Russ Chantler, Charlie Fowler, Al Hurst, Marc Bacro. 
Absent- Mike Hodgson, George Prieksaitis, Bill Read, Catherine Manschot, Ryan Leys, Chris 
Leys, Erica DiMuzio. 
 
 



2025 Foreign Recoveries, Returns and Repeats- Charlie Fowler 

Format: 
Line 1- Band#, age, sex, date recovered or encountered, status of bird, recovery location. 
Line 2- “how obtained” code, date banded, bander, recovery GPS co-ordinates (decimal degrees). 
Note: Usually, the banding information on recoveries and re-traps provided by the banding office 
includes the email address of the finder. If anyone would like to contact the finder of their bird with 
any questions, let me know and I can forward you the email address provided. 

Foreign Recoveries 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and found dead at another location) 

Red-tailed Hawk 

1947-46514 HY  U 12-23-2024 Dead. Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured on 
                                                      road. 5 mi. N. of Cillicothe, Pickaway Cty., Ohio.  
 60 11-27-2021 George Prieksaitis    393-0825 
 
1177-33301 HY  U  12-25-2024 Found dead. Riverside Dr., London, ON.  

(17-1/2 years old) 
 00 12-08-2007 Cyril Crocker     425-0811 
 
1947-46636 HY  U 01-28-2025 Found dead or caught due to disease. Malden Rd., 
    Windsor ON. 
 61 11-08-2024 Charlie Fowler     421-0830 
 
1947-42739 HY  U 02-09-2025 Dead. Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured on  
    road. Alliance, Stark County, Ohio. 
 60 11-18-2020 Al Hurst     405-0810 
 
1947-42797 HY  U 03-09-2025 Found dead, Haldimand County, ON. 
 00 10-26-2021 Bob Hubert     425-0795 
 
1947-46612 HY  U 03-14-2025 Dead. Caught or found dead due to control operations 
    (roost bombing, avicides, wetting agents, etc.) 
    1501 Marginal Rd., Cuyahoga Cty., Cleveland, Ohio. 
    (Public Airport).  
 44 11-12-2024 Al Hurst     413-0814 
 
1177-33355 HY  U 04-09-2025 Dead. Caught due to injury. Gorway Dr. and Derry Rd. E. 
    Mississauga, ON. - (15 years old) 
 03 09-19-2010 George Prieksaitis    434-0793 
 
1857-14926 ASY U 04-24-2025 Found dead. 4691 Egremont Rd., Calmachie, 
    ON. This bird was a road trap from very close  
                                                           to where recovered. 
 00 03-18-2017 Erica Dimuzio     430-0820 
 
2187-08038 HY  U 05-27-2025 Dead. Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured on 
              road, Derby, Erie County, New York. Mile marker 
    444 in I-90. 
 60 10-21-2022 Jim Izawa     423-0785 



2025 Foreign Recoveries, Returns and Repeats- continued 
 
Cooper’s Hawk 
 
1084-10968 HY  M 01-17-2025 Dead. Caught due to striking stationary object other than  
    wires or towers. Lawrenceburg, Dearborn Cty., 
    Indiana, USA. 
 13 10-03-2024 Catherine Manschot    391-0845 
 
1134-02822 HY  M 01-25-2025 Dead. Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured on 
    road. .2 miles ENE from Louisville, ON. 
 60 11-12-2024 Charlie Fowler     422-0820 
 
1115-26077 HY  F 01-28-2025 Found dead. Clear Creek, ON. 
 00 10-07-2024 Al Hurst     423-0803 
 
1115-26152 HY  F 02-01-2025 Dead. Caught due to striking stationary object other than  
    wires or towers. Mississauga, ON. 
 13 11-03-2024 Charlie Fowler     430-0793 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1843-94904 HY  F 04-07-2025 Found dead. 35 Barrymore Court, London, ON. 
 00 09-23-2022 Rob Butler     425-0811 
 
1843-95408 HY  F 06-03-2025 Dead. Band with skeleton or bone only.  
    .4 miles SE of Georgian Sands Beach, ON. 
 50 09-08-2023 Charlie Fowler     444-0800 
 
1372-10998 HY  M 06-16-2025 Dead. Bird caught or found dead in building 
    or enclosure. Harrietsville, ON. 
 21 09-14-2023 Rob Butler     425-0810 
 
Rough-legged Hawk 
 
2187-08374 HY  F 11-20-2024 Dead. Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or  injured on      

   road. Hart Oceana County,  
Michigan, USA. 

 60   10-25-2024 Cyril Crocker 434-0861 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

RLHA Band 2187-08374 



2025 Foreign Recoveries, Returns and Repeats- continued 
 
Merlin 
 

1353-45933 HY  M 09-28-2025 Condition unknown. Found band or band number only. 
     (Including metal detecting) Cheboygan Cty., Michigan, 
     USA. 
  98 09-27-1998 Russ Chantler     452-0841 
 
American Kestrel 
 
1893-35799 L    F 07-23-2025 Dead. Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured on  
     road. 11130 Miller Rd., Delaware, ON. 
     (nest box nestling). 
  60 07-04-2025 Charlie Fowler     425-0812 
 
Eastern Screech Owl 
 
1115-06580 HY  U 08-13-2024 Found dead. (drowned in swimming pool). 
     734 Odell Ave., Sarnia, ON. 
  00 05-22-2024 Erica Dimuzio     430-0822 
 

 
Foreign Retraps 

(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and re-trapped alive at another location) 
 

Cooper’s Hawk 
 
1084-10673 HY  F 02-14-2025 Caught uninjured bird by hand. 97 Seaway Dr., Sarnia, 
     ON. (Found after a number of days in unoccupied building) 
     Held for eight days at Bluewater Raptor Rehab before  
     Release. 
      Originally banded at same rehab. Its second visit. 

  59 08-26-2021 Erica Dimuzio     425-0822 

 

1084-10994 HY  M 11-06-2024 Previously banded bird, trapped and released during 
     banding operations, Alive, released. Alive, released. 
     Holiday Beach,ON. 
  66 10-28-2024 Al Hurst     420-0830 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1883-77521 HY  F 09-21-2025 Previously banded bird, trapped and released during 
     banding operations. Alive, released. Fish Point Provincial 
     Nature Reserve, Pelee Island, ON. 
  66 09-15-2025 Catherine Manschot    414-0824 
 
 



Foreign Retraps- continued 
 
American Kestrel 
 
1523-83213 AHY F 04-29-2024 Previously banded bird, trapped and released  

during  banding operations. Alive, released.  
Delaware, ON. 

     (Nest box bird found in different box about 1km away). 
  66 05-19-2021 Charlie Fowler     425-0812 
 
1893-35631 SY  F 05-09-2025 Hit by motor vehicle or found dead or injured 
     on road. Alive, taken to Second Chance Rehab,  
     transferred to Bluewater Raptor Rehab where it 
     was later euthanized due to irreparable injuries. 
     (Nest box adult bird) Yarmouth Centre, ON. 
  60 06-18-2024 Cyril Crocker     424-0810 
 
Northern Harrier 
 
1156-32833 HY  F 05-03-2025 Previously banded bird, trapped and released  

during  banding operations. Alive, released.  
14.5 miles E. of Copper Harbour, Keweenaw Cty. 
Michigan. 

  66 09-09-2024 Tim Morphy     472-0873 
 

Returns 
(Birds previously banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff) 

 
Cooper’s Hawk 
 
1004-16827 SY  M 11-21-2025 Caught by Charlie Fowler at Station 4 
   09-14-2024 Banded by Rose Braxton, as HY, at Station 5. 
 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1843-92374 ATY F 12-05-2025 Caught by Al Hurst at Station 6. 
   12-23-2021 Banded by Bob Hubert, as HY, at Station 1. 
 
 

Certificates of Appreciation 
(Foreign banded birds retrapped at Hawk Cliff) 

 
American Kestrel 
 
1833-60199 HY  M 09-07-2025 Caught by Rose Braxton at Station 5. 
   06-14-2025 Banded by Nigel Shaw in Innisfil, ON.as a nestling. 
 
1893-91725 HY  M 09-13-2025 Caught by Al Hurst at Station 6. Had colour band GZ. 
   06-25-2025 Banded by Bill Read, as a nestling, near Mount Zion, ON. 
 
 



Certificates of Appreciation- continued 
 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
 
1893-33524 SY  F 09-16-2025 Caught by Charlie Fowler at Station 4. Bird had a 
     Motus tag attached. 
   04-15-2025 Banded by Timothy Willis near Greece, Monroe County, 
     New York. (Braddock Bay Research Center). 
 
1713-97414 HY  M 10-27-2025 Caught by Al Hurst at Station 6. 

08-15-2025 Banded by Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory, Cabot 
 Head Research Station, ON. 

 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 
1947-32617 ATY U 12-07-2025 Caught by Charlie Fowler at Station 4. 

04-02-2018 Banded by Matthew Curry, USDA Wildlife Services, as 
AHY, near Chelsea, Washtenaw County, Michigan. 

 
2077-15658 HY  U 12-30-2025 Caught by Al Hurst at Station 6. 
   12-15-2025 Banded by Nicole Richardson near Port Rowan, ON. 
 

Repeats 
(Birds banded at Hawk Cliff and retrapped at Hawk Cliff. Usually the same day) 

 
This year we had 11 repeats that included: 5- Red-tailed hawks, 3- Sharp-shinned hawks, 
2- Cooper’s hawks and 1- Merlin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
       
 
 
    
  
                                                        

 

  

2077-15658 

Red-tailed hawk retrap. Banded by 
Nicole Richardson near Port Rowan, 
ON. 

1893-33524 with Motus tag. 

Sharp-shinned hawk banded at  
Braddock Bay, New York. 
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Observation Summary- Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch- 2025 

Month BV TV OS BE NH SS CH AG RS BW RT RL GE AK ML PG 

SEPT  451 58 37 386 1752 41  3 7105 29 1  964 68 17 

OCT  16413 7 154 208 1209 149 5 147 9 942 9 67 246 31 29 

NOV  274 1 107 67 97 51 4 77  742 4 50 2 12 2 

DEC     48 7 25 1 14  206 9 2  2  

TOTAL  17138 66 298 709 3065 266 10 241 7114 1919 23 119 1212 113 48 
 
Observation results are from the Hawk Cliff Hawk Watch totals and the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station sightings.   

Hawk Watch totals printed by permission.  

Abbreviation Key 

BV- Black Vulture   RS- Red-shouldered Hawk   SS- Sharp-shinned Hawk 

TV- Turkey Vulture  BW- Broad-winged Hawk    CH- Cooper’s Hawk 

OS- Osprey   RT- Red-tailed Hawk    AG- American Goshawk 

BE- Bald Eagle   RL- Rough-legged Hawk    AK- American Kestrel 

NH- Northern Harrier  GE- Golden Eagle   ML- Merlin 

PG- Peregrine Falcon 

 

The Hawk Cliff Banding Station is a volunteer organization that relies heavily upon the generosity 
of a number of individuals and organizations in order to carry on our projects. 
 
 Hosts 

We are very grateful for the following landowners for their generosity. Each year they allow us to 
use their property to conduct our banding programs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ivan Mr. and Mrs. Andy Ivan Mrs. Ward and family 

Lake Huron and Elgin Area Water Supply and staff. 

 

Banders, Trainees and Volunteers-current                         Honorable Members  
  

Jim Izawa   Charlie Fowler  Pat Fowler  Gary Hubert   

Russ Chantler   Erica Dimuzio  Lauren McCulloch Bob Hubert 

Al Hurst   George Prieksaitis      Rose Braxton 

Mike Hodgson   Dave Vanseader John Lemon 

Ryan Leys    Chris Leys  Rob Butler 

Renee Hallman  Cyril Crocker  Helen Toner 

Bill Read   Tim Morphy  Garth Bakker 

Catherine Manschot  Janet Snaith  Jolene Giacinti 

Marc Bacro 



Supporters 

 

St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club   Lake Huron and Elgin Area Water Supply 

Birds Canada      Niagara Peninsula Hawk Watch 

Eastern Ontario Bluebird Society   Environment Canada 

 

Spouses 

A special thanks to our spouses, who unselfishly allow us to spend countless hours away from 
them and family pursuing our passion. Our banding program would not exist without their support.  

Charlie Fowler 

On behalf of the members of The Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station, I would like to thank Charlie 
Fowler for an outstanding job as Secretary/ Treasurer, recording the recoveries, repeats, re-traps 
and coordinating the band inventory. 

Support 

Anyone wishing to support our banding program and our ongoing research studies can send 
donation through our web site (https://hawkcliffbanding.ca).  

  

https://hawkcliffbanding.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

Ron Kingswood© 

Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station 

11 Barrett Crescent, St Thomas, Ontario 

Canada                                    N5R 6M1 

https://hawkcliffbanding.ca 
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